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jlndex side A, recording tine 20 nin; intcrvif:,; time 1^ hours*.

Informant: Fred "Tall»ai', 71-y< Sr full blood Delaware, -»
Cotton Creek Community, urshington County, Okla.'

subject: Once there was a Delaware Indian Nation cover,a large area of̂
, " the mid-erstern coast, and of that area the State of Delaware

m ' • came into existence.- In the, early days e>f this country the
Delawares were a large and powerful t r ibe. The coming ..of Lm.» ,
whiteman oegan a move that has nearly annihilated tnis t r ibe .
Also, once there was a Delaware Nation in northeastern Oklahoma,
^overiiig a large area of- nor^ern «ashi/rigton and Notata counties.
To-day few Delawares remain. Fred >talksJr.bsut^his people,, their

. way of l i f e , Wiej,r meeting 'grou.rls, and other things convnon to
their interests . ,

Fred's grmdfather was known only re Colonel Jackson, Durit.g
the Civil nar Col.Jackson was in command of army scouts, lie
was the l a s t of the hereditary chiefs of the DeLqwares ?nd
died in 19Uli at the nge of 89. •^Several di:i \ rent br-nds of
Delawares Yfere moved from Kansas in the 1860s, ;-nd i t ivas Col.
Jackson who lead tn-1 rroup thrt settled in northern washir.gt?:;
6oUnty. Other groups settled in the ,<ann, ^napah,/and Alluwe
areas of llowata County, and ai.otiher b< nd led by Chief Chprli .
Bluejacket sot-tied in the area wh'.vre r .town name. J'or him now
stands in northern Craig County.

Llai^ social and econonic factors', of white:ar.n desifn have soiv ly
scattered the Delaware people across Oklahoma. J-'lî " no loi. r r .
exist as a i»<-.tioh ; rri the individuals attach themselves to v.r

Cherokees for unity. • '
* » -

In, the t.ai*ly days 'oi these people they cr-me re^olarXy '-nd' oi^er.
to their parting grounds for t r ibal business, social ehjoyr* ..t,
and for ceremonial r i t e s . For his area there* v.ere four sepc/r^c,
meeting (rounds' located at x ^ t Oak, ..nite itase, *•' ish Ketch air,
snd Cotton Creek. fhei>e places - Iso served in ear l ier tint i. .
stomp dances. *-ow a l l the old thii^s hr.ve passed av.ay, bat
once a year the Delr^res ;rth"er nenr the i-alleaf home -for r
Stomp Danee r. r»d Povrjrow. . * _

Fred obtained hir. educi tior. r t Chilocco Indian ochool a;.d ri
Bacone College. After nis cc.j.linf, he returned to his ho ".e
and spent most of ;.is working l i fe in the o.il field ol-his
rrea â s d r i l l e r , check"!-, pumper, and related work.. i lWi^o"
is bediast, but he enjoys talkin ' of his people with"friendz
ar.d rt^latives v/ho co-« often. _•. "

SD-ne. of the Indian families Fred remembers ir. the oiden rays ".no
lived ir. this northern ..ashington County area v;ere the Spcp-.d": • t s,
.Vhite Turkey, Longbone, Beaver, 'Haifmoon, Buckle, 1'omey, Shaw, r.r...
.•ashinrton. ' >


