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It" i s ' also interest ing >o ha/e revealed "that ..'ah-ne-nau-hi was the
daughter of fiajor George LoWrey, the las t ofu<the hereditary chiefs of - •
the 'Gnerokees. "Major Lowr/y figures prominently in 'he history^of the
Cherokees, and he als-o ca.me to Indian Territory • in the itembvei. He •
l ived out-his . l i fe in the Cherokee Nation (».est) a'nd is believed to
have been buried in the Lowrey Cembtery southwest of Tahlequah, although
i t is- said there is no marker at his grrve.

i.hen a l i t t l e ' g i r l , Llis^ dalentine 'remembers that her' .IV ther hrd a
mercantile store in Vinita/ located on the east side o'f. the railroad •
at the corner of Second and I l l ino is S t ree ts . In tnose days of early
Vinitia, the beginning of town was on the east side.. "In i t s nearly
100 years of existence, the town,has noved to the west side of 'the
Katy Railroad. Near her fa ther ' s £>tore, v;as t.he li/M. bwain. Grocery,

rovisions, and Feed Co. . R. H. Swain was a fu l l blood Cherokee woman
md well educated and was a good business woman. However, the store
•/as bu i l t and stpcked by-her husband, a white- man, 'but carried on '
business under her name as white men could not own property in the
herokee Nation in those, days, ricbecca LI. bwain done well .

ihe Houston Balentine home was Just north of the Balentine Mercantile. ' /
"he remembers that the yard v.as s.H fenced in, and a board sidewalk
ran in front si" the i r home up to the nain s t ree t ( I l l ino i s Avenue)0
Most of the stores were bui l t up above the ground with steps going
lp to" the covered porch. This elevation provided for loading and
mloading customers wcgons, freight haulers, and drays. «hen she and .
nor s i s t e r s walked along-the s t r ee t s they were instructed by their •
nother to go out iiito the s t ree t so as to not ores a saloon, and there .
were 'many saloons in town in those early days dispensing be r , homebrew,
noonshine and assorted hard s p i t i t s . - Houston Valentine w?s a renarkablo
nan. "Al-though blind, he operated his store in equal competition with'
the others and lived un t i l he \:at> 68"years old, ^as&inr* av/£y ^in 1^01.
The Ealentrne store carried"z. wide v«.ri.sty of merchandise inaluding
wh ,le wher.'t flour, by the b; r r e l , hcrness, corn shucker ,ni ts , coal hods, t
baly cradles, plows, guns, nnri m-w rope for a hanging if need be.

The peace a::d quiet ;,ao '.Token frequently in old Vinita town, ^he recail§
one night nine shots rang jut in front of a saloon no/r th. i r - s to re on
I l l ino i s A venue. The next morning -a man lr>y dead in *J\c s t r e e t , shot from'
ids horse by John uavis. 'Jhe liaiert'-inc g i r l s "could see tne r.an11' body
from th ' . i rya rd gate. k • . .

sluncds^r-.td conditiprib J;t on -ciii'-t.re::t, Vinita:, okah-*r>.a,- mi^hti
today be D5v.-ningvii/Te, bt;.te of oequoyah. • ihe ori; ina^. townsite, laid . *
out and plat ted, was located sone two or three miles south i.nri west of
the present Sity. Liics C, Bdtidiiiot, a part Cherokee, w .<; an enterpriser , r~
If.vjyer, and pol i t ic ian and. had boa;ht latjid aro-ind ^ov/nifi'vixie expecting
to make a k i l l ing in the land business \;\:e:> the railror-jd cor.e thru, rut
the railrocd missed nis .lands end Uoy«:v-ngville V.T.S moved up W the railror.d.
bo mo. ed Boudinot s'rd s t i l l per^aed Ms ac t iv i t i e s • nd v.̂ .s a ran of sc.e
wealth and neans. Mis desire iov personal grin ijelped m ich to destroy the
Che.'okce lirtion, and he v<£is & strong" advocate of the Indian *•': tion b r-'.g
joined vLth OkL n-r.a t e r r i t o ry to bocsne oi.e S t^ te . Ctherv.ise t:.ore might

'have b'-.on the •sti-.te of'^equoyah :s -^ny ^ridirn/lerd re h: d hoped for . I t
was Boudinot who betrayed his Indian heritage/by gettifar-'carried away with
the charm snd beauty of Vinnie îeam, a whif^ woman from the East, and from
her f i r s t name came Vinita. / /•


