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iwhen it existed, the lcdair home was a large twp-story house, well kept
arnd g beautiful-place surrounded by a grove of peean trees. In lster
years the family died out or moved away and the house burned. The. plece
becane aba:doned and to-day timber 5,d brush coveromovt of the rrea.

No road; lecads into the old place anjwore, and By walking over half a mile
thru the woods one might tind the oid HcNair idmlly cernetery of some
thirty jgraves, long a2go abandoned to, time and the elements.  Lindsey was
relzted to the leHairs and Bushyheads- as his (ather's first wife was fronm -
tne Eughyhead tamily. |
Lindsey's wife, Sally, was related to tne Drake family on her moth:r's Lide.

The 'Drpkes were Cherokees who nzd a layge tamm south of where ilighway 33 -
is now| and their place joined the faver west /of them. Cld man Dreke also

taught| bchool, and Llndse" aticnded the llttie log schooinouse when !B was
a smalh boy. [ X
I CLoje friend of Lindsey is oSwimrer ilenry who lives up on the flstlands
east of Locust Grove. Swimmer's father was/a vetéran of the Civil wor

end tne only name he had was "Swimmer', Tnese full-blocd Cherskees lived

on what wag once calded Saugee Prcirie where many Indians Furmed and
raised cavtle. Aadjoining Saugee Prairie on the east 'was Rowe (now called
igse) |[Prairie where the historic old Sailxe Listrict Courthouse was Located.
Back in the Indian Yerritory days a Cherokee by ncne of Szugee Sanders ran
a little store on this prairie aznd it is believed the area wzs named for him,.
This dld store was located about where the pr?sept Little lock Indian Church
is now. Lindsey remembers Ssugec Sernders as 2 big fat man and in laoter years
he worked in Joel Bryan'c store wiiich wayg located about two miles north of
where |[Locust Grove is now. Thut was in the time betore the existence of the-
town of Locust Grove, "Lindsey tells thst “when Saugoe vias walking home from
Lryan'e store one night sormeone waylsid him «nd ro bed him, ild aninels,
panthers. end other creatures were not the only things that rosmed the woods
in those early days. '

thtle\kwoxn in the history of this pa t oy layes County was the first post
office|in the area which sas called liark, Incian Territory, which .as -then
located a short distapce north of what/ is known today as Sem's.Corner, The
post offt'ice wee sap.osed to have been/nimed Larkham, but the efticient
governngrt dicd rot wart long no-es. Lt one time much of thisarea .as prairie
counirylane was knsvn as licrkhen Prcﬁ*le, the nome token from uhe promin-nt
Cherokeg fanily. Low most of tal #eﬂ 1s grown upn in wocds eni brush, aAfver
& while lilzrk HootofZice was moved th ce miles cact where ¢ llttio to.n By the
sene name once -existed. Lindsey tclls lhat thure .ire uhI€E ctores there,
along with a blacks:nith shop, t..e quu oifice, a cotton gin, &hd ciher places i
of businées. In that dey clso, cbodt o hali nile iorthwest wes. the Hogen N
Institut% where Lindsey attended school for & while. . ‘ :
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Sometime ?dring the'early pdrﬂ\nf Jue 1900s tihe town ol Liurk beéin Lo décliné
uhen it was leamed that @ railroad was to come thru. It was then thot Locuc t
Grove started, as did the livtle willsse of Yurghy. In the oripinal larphy
cormunity was hved Adair who hell much lend and, hed extensive ferming opercticig.
It is belid¢ved trot lled Adair storied the Fi8¥ school there crd also esteblic dd
the Adair Cemetery, The old Adeir Cemetery was moved two miles east when the
governmont built rty Uibson Leke. ‘




