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Index side A, recording time 20 minutes; interview time 1% hours.

July 23 ’ 1969

Informant: Lindsey Mayes, 79-year-old Cherokee,
River Bend Community, Mayes County, Okla.

Subject: lMayes County, Oklahoma, was named for the Cherokee lLayes tanily.
liany of this large family have been prominent and successful in
many fields snd persuits., From this family cime Joel B. liayes
and Samuel Mayes, both Principal Chilefs of the Cherokee Nztion.
Szaugee layes was acclaimed as onc of the gr-al Lall Nlayers of

. his day, Others -were .ecll knovm in politics ahd zowrnment, )
while many were teachers, fcrmers, and stockemen, ALL uontrlbuted -
much to the growth and settlemdnt of the Cherokée lizlion. Lindsey,
the son of uatt laycs, znd nephew of Joel B, and Samuel biyes, wes
born in the river bend country of Gr.rid River in keyes County, and

’ has spent neerly all of his 1life here. He still llves on his Indlan

 land allotment znd is retired from an active life,as a stockman.
At ore time Lindscy was a County Commissioner, aqd thru his work
and influence the Pryor-Locust Grove brddge across Grond itiver wes
built, which is usually called "Lindsey layes Bridge".

Lindsey tells that the home of Chief Szmuel liayes was locuted
about a mile west of S&lina, on the north side of the present
Highway 20.~ He had a 1arge tferm in that river bsttom area,

' Chief Joel Mayes had his home and farm lands was located on
the west side of Grand luver on the s>uth side of the Pryor-
Locust Grove highway and would be that area on the esst sidd
of what is now the Pryor Country Club. Joel Mayes had a large
and beautiful home there and spent most of nis life in th:t
piaces Lindsey is not sure where his uncles were “buried, but’
believes Samuel .cs buried either at Tahlequah or at the R’osc
layes Cemetery. The Ross-layes Cemeiery was moved out of the
river bottom when Hudson Lake was formed by the construction of
the Markham Ferry de, and its original location was known as
the Ross Cemetery. He believes Joel hiayes was buried either at
Tanlequah or et the Bryan's Chapel Cemetery. A mile south of the
Bryan's Chapel Cemetery is the large 1an*ly cemetery of the
Lindseys. The Lindseys were prominent “herokees in the ecrly days
and contributed much to the growth of their part of the country,
rrom this family came school- teachers, stockmen, znd membcrs
active in the political aftairs of the Cherokee Nztion,

In.talking of the old pioneer familics who lived neer urand iiver
long ago he mentions the Vanns, Drekes, and Markhams, each.of
which had their own little tramily cemetery. watt kayes, wno was
Lindsey's father, also ned a family cemetery located at the west
edge of his ranch property now. These old cemeteries heve not
been used for fifty or sixty yeears gnd except for a visit once

in 2 whlle are abandoned,

A mile or so up the river from Lindsey's home was the sld kcNair
place and the Bushyhead place. These closely related Cherokee ¢
families owned snd farmed much land in the river bottom back in

the 1870s up until around statehood. The HcNair home was a
favorlte gathering place in the area far social affairs in that day.



