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The first school that wilson attended was an old frine building obout a
mile up the hollqy from his home, appropriately named llulberry Hollow
School. . For a white he went to the Stoney Point Schosl which wes over
tne mountain Lo the west, Scn-ol children in those cecrly days sil walked
to scnool, some traveling three or tSur miles thru the waods and over
mountzins., lany of the..erly day teschers soske both lanfw ges which
~which was a.most necessary as some of the children did not spcak Bnglish,
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From Mulberry Hollww came many Cherokee preachers. Among them were Rev,
william wolte, Rev, Ned Hoskins, Rev, Tse-tsa Spade and a v, Ketcher,
About hatfway up Muiloerry Hollow is Siie newer community church built,
nezr the older community cemetery. Back down the val ley is tne builaing
thzt usea to be the later scnoslhouse. The school is closed now, and
the building is used as the srts and crgfts center. : /o
ratriarchs of the valley long ago incldded John Hair and Tso-syi-yi:
Conmon to any Indian settlenent were the sld men who geve counsel znd
were locked to as leaders, ‘

Wilson tells tiet lon. eggo ne renenbers wien making a 1iviag wac & hord
Jobe fiob much land .xs avellabde for fzymimg, «oduhct cultivelion there
vos  anounted to Just til.le Lwo-thiec acre .wiches, w200 cutving, tic
hickers, «n¢ @ livtle bit sa.mill work was ¢ 7ous <1l there .og.  But by
their own dngénnity they su..iced as lew osther peosples could., Ldible
plants,-rocts, o rrics, fruits end nats along with wild [onc end c: tehes
fron the strecns added greetly to their table. By com arison, as ne seys
"they just made it living hard way". Like -any of th. older Ghﬁroké?s,
wilson is well versed in the things of nature. nhe knows ev-ry tree and
moct shrubs £nd plents, and knews .the Indian use for many of them, hcross
the road from his house is a-little hazel nut thicket along vd th chittum
wood, Yellow tree, spicewosod, yahoo, «nd biltersweet. Yellow snakeroot,
pucoon, rueein, horehound, horsemint and sther plants are fbhund in his
velley. wild bead, c:rp.nter square, snd turnip granny are !athered in™
scason for cooking. 1f9ith these surroundings, he ioald not trode places
with angone, Yhe coffarts cnd ple.sures of the cities hzave flo aporal to
him, when night comes lulherryiisllsw is an inky blackness on a moorlec
seriod and the multitude of nint sounds zre music ta these :esple. One
cen listen a moment there aflter twilirht hes gone and hecr the. screech
okd, whinpoorwill, horned swl, crickets, treefrogs, botccts, jarflys, arnd
othir-voices foreign to the stran-or, .ilson vkos no clain to being * .
versed in the ase of Indicn medicyne, tut™he does lmow much :bout Lhe use
I rer"s, raots, lrcves, bork rnd siher medicanal provertuos, inclading
loy, stamp viater, znd compost. .«he valurle rersing “ud bleck sucke rost
re n2 stirengers bo hin, W vhe sherokers, some olents cre known only by
ts Indicn name, 1or insiencepmee the og~ta-lun-ti waich is used for

tre t-ent of rhumctisme  ahe foul srmelling heartioond of the blaeckhaw is
rother of the items included in Lis mgdicines. e tells %ict there have
veen times when ne brought wila plankﬁsfrom Coon liountzin (nd toansplent
tren in ..is tuckyord to heve for nis uce, .
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