
July 2li, 1969 .

Index side A, recording t ine lOmin. j interview tine one hour.

Informant: ».ilson Terrapin, 66-yorr-old Cherokee,
Mulberry Hollow, Adair County, Oklahoma

^ •
Subject: . far back in the Cherokee Hill country is the community of

Mulberry Hollow. Near the. heed of this hollotf there used
to be ah old log church building part ly shaded by z large.,
mulberry t r ee . The churcn and the hollow became known as
Mulberry Church and Mulb rry Hollow. The church has lecn
gone a long time, but Sew changes have'cone to th is serene
and peaceful valley. Many Cherokees haw been born here rr.d
spent a l l the i r l i f e here. Many s t i l l l ive not Loo much
unlike days of long ago. Their -.vay of i i i e has V'Cen l i t t l e

- 'aiTected by the rapid march of progress, Mulberry Creek flows
gently down the valley and i t s cle- r cool voters are one *>f
the joys of these people. Many crawdads have been taken from
the l i t t l e creek. I t has also been the scene of many a- washday"
for th. Indian wo*m-̂ n. I t lias long ;.nd s t i l l is the "bathtub"
for many on a ,hot sumer nir i i t . HO^K-S h u i l f l o r v t';fp nestle up̂
against the h i l l s ides . To the doiirht of r.ny Inciari, tro s , .'
bushes, r.ad plants of a l l kinds grow profanely. "Ihe newer •

j, Mulberry Hollo.. Church is Uie ce.n^r o-' cor*. u:i" y r .ctivity. • •
Here f r t h r the McLeinores, bwi r.ors, Qhcvcys, £lr.cbhir.".'s, .,
Honn-'-rs, Eep.nS, Alexanders, ie rmoins , Hockins, . ,olfe/ nd

' many others. " . ., •, , • -*

1J-D ths north is lir.bbit Trap cor. :u. i t y , to ti:f: east is •! cavi. R
country/ i r.d to x,hc west is Caney Creek \ a l i ey . ^o l.no so'ith
is lo t s of vmitenans. . . . , * . , '

This u ĥe co'inirj ..iison '-cn-r-pin h;-: kiiov.n a l l :\h l i f e . • ':'<••
ric.L tr . veled end hor.trd Q^er a wide croa : r r . his ho ie in tnet'e .
h i l l s tnti knov.'S .;oil not t oi" ".no tieopie, .-*l:,ces, ; v. a loi. of
tne h openings.

At the beginning o:' ohib vii i t .tiicon -ells about Vie old grist
mill tn. t died oo be ; t Hurudngbird uprin/s at th he, d of Can.ey
Creek. Tne Humr.ln...nird family had settled tr.tre^rfter tneir
arrival from uPorgia in 1639 ?nd was one of the first to start
a mill according to storios his old peoolp hac1. told.-

r
Anoth r of the original s e t t l e r s of that area was tne Adairs.

%Over on -he mountain sout:: of Ccney Creek was the horie of
squirrel Adair,. vmo lived long before .<ilson's t i ne , but he •
renumbers his folks talk r.Kout him. I Ic? w s a good a r.d industrious
man, end helped his neighbors in nany -.ays. On th« bide of his
mountain, is a l i t t l e : b<--nrlonod ce-sctery na-^d ;'or him. His to~
stone reads simply Squirrel .iidair. Aged 87 ye,-rs. !it<r tne old
Adair ho :e tn'Tt*' is a -lit,tie lonely cahin -;;h< re Tsi_-*£.r-u Cnris-tic
l ives , ^he is past ?U ye-re old, ar.a rei'is-E to lerve her ho-ie. '
i i t family ^as tne.nar.irs, and i t is h re -..he re-she .r.s "or:, t,;. t
she wishes to live DUL her clr.ys. "Tne love of ho~.eir.nd to .he
Indian is hard'to comprehend-^by t,he whiteian. , , '


