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schools. The Citizen's Committee was appoiﬁted and loud proéest were
heard in the Indian Nation. The gpvernment was accused of breaking'a.
faith in and ffs en&eavor\to wipe out tribal way of lifé« Practically,
all Indians were ‘bitterly opposed to the idea of taking up allotﬂents
: and the surrendering of their ‘institutions, especially their schools,
The schools were their own papticulary handiwork and they were determined
torfigh;to the bitter-end in their endeavor to main;ain cpntrol over it,
prgper, in spite of tﬂé‘protest when the Ipdians of the country, the
" Commission went aheadwwith it?>p1ah aloﬁg with other things Ehatlpps
intended that a11 lands be alloted except mineral towns and mineral land
town sites, and land set aside for the academies and the day schools.
Bach person vas;to recelive at least a quarter section of land terpitorial‘
‘gove}nment for the Indian Territor& was to be established. Each Nation
was to controi its own fphds and 1its own property, all cL;1m§ against thp
'hhited States Governpent were to be settled. ‘Allendian funds were to pe
divided on a per capita basis. Tribal govefnments were allowed to continue
until allotments were made and the funds were ceded. éttempts were at
once made to have the Five‘gibilize& Tribes to agree on the principle of
the people. Agreements were made with:the Chickaspwa and the Cﬁoctaws
at Atoka im April ?f 1897. With the Seminoles tle foilowing September,
The voters of the Creek Nation refused to accept the‘prdposed aéreemqﬁz’
and the Cherokees at fipst r;fused to negotiate at all. Having only fhe
pover of negotiation, the Dawes Commission was for a time at least unable
to carry out its purposes. After this weakness was rectified in 1896, when
congrfss gplargéd the povers °£ the Commission., Atthe end, that it could

enfor#e the issue. Though the tribes were stubborn and eager to maintain
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