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after his retlre ent, many former. gr{s;ners who were in hls Jall came by to
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visit him. He t%lls that' three men found dead in far away laces were iden-~
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A tifled hy flngeﬁprlnts he had taken when they were in his jail. v
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,Infthe days of the Indlan Territory lands bordering on‘the Verdigris River -
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were home to mdny indlans. A strlp of land ten.miles wide and 30 miles long
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on both sides of the river was; and ,still would have been; the Delaware Nation

1f the whlte man government had kept its treaty and promise! “When thes Shaw-
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nees were-fdrced to move out of Kansas; many ‘séttled ac¥oss what is now thé
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northern part. of Nowata County Since it was part of the Cherbkee Nation, many
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- of .that trlbe could jge t:;naJln most any part of the country. Mr. Sequlchle
7 oo
’ ‘ talks about Lhe many old Indlan grave*yards he’ has seen’ and known about in °
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his time‘in 1hat country,-But nearly 411 have disappeared nov. ‘Some of these

“may have dated”from a tim¢ shortly after the Cherokees came,here in about 1840,
';'hﬁch’of thls part'ofithe cguntry at:one'time'was,fine pr;irie grassland,‘well
L/;erving the needs'of the Indians.to raise their livesboch. Yet‘it was had

, / too for'the Indgan,'for‘like'a powe:ful ma;net,lt drew the ﬁhite'cattlemen.
-ﬂ/ from all\direct&onsw.the:government permitting‘then to run their large herds
/ ‘ § .

of cattle on Indlans lands.» of course the . Indlans were supposed to be pald .
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3 for those gra21ng rlghts but .the government dld not enﬁorce their own rules

7 and regulatlons. In- some cfses, 1t'has beed sh0wn that tﬂrough the mechanios

of white man gOVernnggt some o{'the big cattlemen ended up own1ng the big . -
SR * 4//
, t‘“'tracts of 1and Perhaps the discovery of 041 in Nowata County spelled the/ -~
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" end of any hope that the Ind}ans would ever have the1r own. place ‘under the
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sun.  In more'recent years the governmEnt put the Jast nail in the lndians
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coffin when they-took all of the upper, Verdigris River Valley for the Oologah
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Dam and Reservoir project. Little.did the Shawnees and‘pelawares reali?e Vo
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"'« when they weré moved here in the 1860's that in just 100 years their'identity
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as Indian communities would be wiped out' forever. . - e -
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Once there was the little village of Childers. Located at the bottom of the

A .



