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Ay we s i t v i s i t ing , a very old Indian t'ron: Hickory Llountam, way to the
southeast of Braggs comes across the- stsreet headed for the s tore . Ke
was ••esl'ey »ashlngton, but v:as not interested in talking or v is i t ing
with any of the curb s i t t e r s v.no knew hin. He was one of them that had
been moved q,ut of the 'mil i tary ?rea sens 3D ye^rs ago, and he seemed
anxious to got back to MG mountain hone before ojne-ne cane to take i t too.

Hoyd reflects on the clays when he v;as a young boy. He4 tells tnat no us^d
to pick up potatoes for 50£ a day and j t vras hard v:ork. He says some parts
of the country raised cotton and in most any year people picked at cotton
ai l v:itti.;r long. He sa.,s unemployment was iir.hr-ard of in thore days. "Also

there vac no sucn thine £S juvenile delinquency, perhaps because lathers
were quite proficient in the usc^ of a neavy razor j.trop then. Cn occasion,
fathers used'buggy whips,and check iinec to obtain th^ desired r e su l t s . In
tell ing how times have charged, ne says kids were taugnt respect and manners
very early Li the i r l i f e , I.Tow days i t is aonetir.es hard for aduitj to carry
on a conversation without some kid cutting m . 11" such interruptions had
happened '.-.her. he was a boy, ho would rue the day, and' .ichec i t had never
happened,, He recal ls one tir.ie when t-nc tr--:cher nt.d punished sev ral, of the
cniidren for-writ ing notes in oChool. no, nis brothers ai.d'oisters ,.ere a l l
involved. Hio father told th.era in the r.orning that he did not have time ^ts-.^
de.ii \vith them, but wsuld n^t out justice^^fi^t ni^ht. Cane the end of the
day t.nd supper over, th° r:ish^s done, papa tobic a switch aovm fron the l i r e
place mantel and fa i r ly laid the hickory to a i l of then,

(Another old t iner v.alketl by on hi.. .-;ay to the post office-, stopped and
looked over tno assortment of charact rrs s i t t i n g on th° c.rb spitting;
tobacco juice nvt in the dust and asked "..hat you te l l e r s doir.g, praying
for rain?". 6 at is i fed 'vith cor.e garbled ar.owe>*s, he went on.)

Arouivi Hraggs community m the ecrly days were the. country schools of
Gun b p r i n ^ , Sulphur Springs, and an Indian ecnool tact at i i r s t h:d no
name but l a t e r wr.s called Boggs. I t was at -oggs -c'.ooi th..t Kloyd ivent
r.ost of the t ine . He t e l l s tnat r.e was just a "chug-neaded" boy then, and
ti.e older boys were dareing h:.m on̂ _ 'toy to pir.cfc a certain g i r l . He osys
hn will m w r forg°t th^ incidont. Irene ..as tnr biggert g i r l in Lhe school
and h'd a b^at across the aisle from h-is desk. Bo collected hie courage-and
r^cCivi over ar.d pinched Irene on tnr< breast . Irene erne up with a haymaker
slap t\\ t sent, hin rol l ing nearl^ to the door. The t e a c e r n; d returned to
tr.c r:on in tine to see the irecas, but she merely turn'd h r back and .vent
about writi.ig on the blackboard, tr, ring to hold her laughter, x'loyd says that
•,:as one oi the lessons of l i i e he loomed early ;.nl ho never t n M i t agrin.'

*
The firt i 4o-t office in tr.e Zraggs area was at Patrick some three or four
mil'o to v!i^ west on the Arkansas .liver. Old man ?etr ick hac a s t o r e '
tr.::-e ^r.i the post olfice was in ! i s s tore . A store ..as established there
in ihe very r ar ly days when r iver borts plied -he r iver .

rloyd Reflects on the old days when he u^ed to cut and hack r- i l road t i e s .
In tr.oce dairs the pay for a good t i e was from 6 to li?{f, and a .nan could
make from five to ten a day depending on conditions, nf ter a while he quit
hacking t i e s when one tine he brou -hi about 50 tied in and the t i e buyer
culled out two-rthirds of= tnem. He ĥ -d already pcid a nicklc- e-och for the
timber, so his sale did not amount to much. . „ •

He recalls that in the year 193& ^ ^ad drought h i t thrf country and nearly
everything burned up for lack of v.-ater. Temperature reached as nigh as
113 degrees. *he- f i r s t rain they got v/as 3 inches - 3 inches between drops.


