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Geosge was born and'raiced at Peavine in Adair County, but has traveled
much in his t ine . He nat> worked in Colorado, .'..is cons in, California, and "
visi ted among' many\ Indian' tribes across the cpuntryparticularly with the
Cherokees in North! Carolina. Y/hen he-V.ras young i t was'not easy to make •

, a l iving grubbing in. the f l i n t rocks around' Peavine, and probably for ,
that reason spent a lo t of time.'away from home.' He reflects on .the herd ;

'tinps the. Cherokees must have had-feen they were brought to Indian v

Territory from Georgia and the.e pnt Sbout 181*0. '-he Indians wire herded '
- to the Arkansas l ine 'and l a t e ra l ly dumped onto the Indian Territory to

make i t . the best they could. leaking', a crop that f i r s t year was a V.rork
-feVf- other people's have experienced, "The, ingenuity of the Indians showed
in many ways.,such'as oxen pulling home-made plows -(called G-eprgisr s tocks) ,
granting, l i t t l e garden spots-"with nothing but ncme-made.hoes and'r^akes "
fashioned from hickory, hunting out.rnd using the many *edible wild plants.,
roots an& ̂ berries. . George t e l l s that he-has used tne Georgia o-^ock,

•cradle for cutting wheat, and other 'inpiernents- thrt-.were antiquated before
'sonie of the generations of to-dcy vrere'born. ' As- thr.^Qherokees bui l t ,\nd
progressed uneir^fejiion the i r natural ta lents helped i^ich to speed u-n.;ir.
settlement. L::cr.:plis..01' fine Ltpnevrork s t i l l jtand toViay don« by early •
day Cherotecs. "The fixe"Tv^s no ^stranger to the Indians "aX e vide nerd by
some'of. the log houses stjQSkremaining^ and in use to-day *A Not the leas t
o'f the i r trades :.vas that^ of blacksrdthlng. George t e l l s ' :o\ s t i l l havin
a horseshoe that was custom fi t teckfor a'horse with an. abnormal frog. He
t e l l s sJLso'.that oxen, was' widely used" in the old days. A tean^VC ox"en did...
npt have harness c.3 we v?ould knovr i t nowybut merely'a yo'ke anS^Phains. or
r'ope. Llany 1 of• the old timers, preferred
horses by,far. , •

could,out-pull

itei'iecting again on'tne old days at the Cntrokoo -^.ie ue 'ninaiy/ he Quells 1 •
th; t m 1903 h.e- ..etched Claude Du:ican,- Claude Mitchell_, J. iS. Johnson and''.'

. Saugee Zanders received tne i r <;r:,duation diplomas. ' '.Of ijhe, eleven gra'duatjfng.
- in l̂ Oi+ he remembers there v.'ere Andrew Learskov, iiichard Holland, "Hou'cton ' '
"* Ballard, Clare nee Marknam, William LloCleilan, Oliver ,.»oods, Hichard Smith,

and SamuejL ; J . S tar r , ' ' ' • • * ' .

The I l l i no i s ib.ver held much a t t rac t ion for the boys attending the Seminary
in his day, and many would diser t the i r books'and ran'oiT to the ri-ver to
swim, f ish , or just lay on the b?>nk .and enjoy, thr-.day. I t was for ±his- ' ' '

', reason that he was f inal ly suspended from the school. After that he went ^
'to the.Bc-tibt Uission in .Tahiequali. L i t t l e nab. changed in G,eorge«s .^.ttitude
and outlook o'n l i f e , as he'has alv/ayc been i ree snd "indeperitlexA- a quali ty

' pocJbes^ed by most Indians;' Ever, to-rday ne is, looking, 1'orvo.rci to r/Jtending
a big Indian singing near . '.estyille l a t e r in tjie r.or.th. ^ v


