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of Chr is t ie ' s prosperity i t was a busy l i t t l e piece. The tinberlands were
producing .fine lumber for shipment to the eastern s t a tes .^Each day the"
' train hauled carloads of lumber, railroad t i e s , cordwosd, r.nd sawlogs ouirf

. of the valley. The industry worked night and day. • Trie Indians lef t their*
farming, hunting and fishing to work in the timber and were able to inprove /u'
the i r lo t .for a while with wages paid them. But the good times came to an
end with a l l the good timber was cut and hauled away. The rai lroad was />
taken out and the stores closed. One l i t t l e store romains and a- few x
people s t i l l l ive in the*houses' scattered about. The main highway up the
valley goes about a half mile or so north of the v i l lage , which rather
leaves Christie abandoned along i t s dusty d i r t road.

After these'many years now the timberlands have" not. recovered from the
savage onslaught i t suffered. Lots of young trees are growing as well as

4 much underbrush, but i t i s doubtful th is or the next generation will see -
again any of the big pines or" hugh walnut trees that once grew £here.
Even in- these .present t i m o s i t i s n^t'uncommon: for a good"walnut t ree to
bri^g vl'-lUf which bespeaks of Lhe worth that was once in the Christie
country.

LIr. -Sector remembers when Ms country was f a l l of snai l farrjs, orchards,
hogs c;nd ca t t l e and people were en"joy".ng a good v:3y of l i f e . He 'recalls '
when his fr.therhad an orchard of about 50 acres, producing mucn fine

. f ru i t . • Gone new* are the days when each family ha.d a large garden to
provide much of the i r food.- »Thc many «pld two-story houses a.nd lqg caSins'
s t i l l standing but abandoned to the brush and weeds tes t i fy that ,a t sone
time th i s was a well populated country. Progress end circumstances nave

^.changed much of the way of l i f e for the people oT this h i l l country,

Lfest prominent of. the early s e t t l e r s in the Christ ie t^rea. v;.-:re the Chris t ies ,
Whitmires, Senders, L i t t l e* , &nd Skinners. The whitnires were a la'rge clap
and farmed much of tho valley in earJLy tine's. The .<hitnirec were the f i r s t
to-establ ish a school and to sU.rt a dedicated cemetery bearing thoir name,,.

Some of the old houses bui l t over a hundred yec.rs z.£0 end s t i l l in use
'two of the Christie ho::es, a '.Vhitmire home, and the old Scraper home. 0ne
of the Sanders homes dates -to 90 years ago. In a way these homes stand as
monuments to -ho quality materials ani worl^iaLship of, a. century ago.

Just over th3 mountain to the southeast i s the sito^pf the crossroads of
Addilee. Named for.Add and Lee Cole, e£.riy day merchants wno ran the two
store3 there, Addilee no loager ex i s t s . At one t ine i s v:as a. t r y i n g center
i"cr the people of lower England Hollov;.a-nd Ben "^nignt Koiibw. I t vias a
stopping place fo.- the Frisco t ra ins . At one tir.e there, was a port office "
there and a l i t t l e ' h o t e l . Sawmill's,'blacksmith shops an'.t ^hippir.~ yard t i
for livestock and timber products addea to th.e econory of Addilee.

Sor.:e four miles northoasu of I'.r. f e t o r ' s hprie,i.c tne s i t e of I he old
Courthouse of tns '^oingsnake ^ i su r i c t . In i t s cay i t was tne scene of

much ac t iv i ty . In cedition to the court u r i i . l s , conducting Cherokee
legal na t te rs , and being the offices''1'or Cherokee lo t ion d i s t r i c t offici-r.io,
lt.v.'as also the scene of where opposing factions sCutled tn\ i r differer.ces
tfith rtinchester and Colts . One "time a shooting l e f t eleven men dead on the
courthouse grounds.


