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Ross necti or, T5-=yeur-oLd unorokee, .

Christie Comunity, Adair County, Oklahora’ ‘ R
3§ ° ’

Southecst of tne Llittle village ot Christie is Scraper

Hollow. MNemed for archibald Scraper who Lived from

1816 to r90h settled in this Hollow after arrival f':r\,“

the east,' coming with the Chcrokees on the Trail of Tears.

Wany bher&keea have lived in this valley, and it is nhzre

that Ross Rector has '1ved ncarly all of nis life.

Ur. Rector is_bothered v~th rhunatism, and like many
Indians treat?his ailaents vith home remedies. At the
begcinning of this visit he is telling bf trsating the
pain in his knnes with aspirin disolved in alcohol. He
recalls when Indians of long agoe trected this ailment,

*or nlated aches and pains of thc Jjoints., Then, a cormon
trestment was the use of crushed dog tennil rabbed on the
Joints. Also, many indians obtained relief ofl-pain by
using poke, root tea, bitters of rztile weed root or
. Praickly ash roct, The use of home rmmedies is fast ..

* disappearing from the Indian viay of life, aS health clinics,

Indian hosniuals, and doctsors iAd ‘the whluemon’s world are

, sougnt. - . : )

.

when the Cherokeés arrived in the new lund of the Indian
Territory, in 1839 angd scattered in the nany diméetions to

find home sites and begin a new Life, it would seem that :
eich o8 uhese settlements would be nameéd for onc of the
le-ders of the area., . Such was also. tne case in lir, Recbor's
area. dJust to the eggi oL nis home is England Hoilow, hamed
tfor ‘Lincoin Eigland. . %hen to the west a fow miles is edbird

fiptlow. Both of these plucas were named for their respective
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Che. okee lbéde"‘s., , . CL
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ihe vill«be o1 Chrish ie .as pamed for John Chri: tie, an carlys
_dey Cherokee setiler. o3 tuuted on the bank of BDarren Fork
fRiver in a fertile valley, this early village did not want for
op.ortunivies to'muke a Living. In the many yoars béiore .any

~store was put in uhere, the Indians were almost self-sutficient,

The wonderrul pine and nardwood tinmber provided material rov
hoes,-crops were cultiv:ted in ihe: vu11ey, and the river wa

.

ol puie‘clear water, huntlng and fishing nq;’~ood in the e.riJ
days. Snlt wes one of the few itews “they did not hive Lsedlly,

nd nad to'go severwzl miles dovmn the Illln.ls River ror this
necessily, - 9 . :
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5. metine, not tos much b:fore the turn of the century, whitemen.
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c.me ints ine area. “Along-with them cake the rdilroad, Cnristie
~rew to becone a Little town with three stores, sawmill, depot,’y

°pqspfaﬁfice,h¢acxs:ith shop? nd tim%erﬂyurds. At the ‘height

/

‘

b

-



