
July 7, i?6o

Index side "A, recording tine 22 min.; interview time'Iv;- hours"..

Informant: Boss ifector, 75-year-old Cherokee,
Christie Co.nuiunity, AdajLr County, Oklahoma'.

bubject: ( S out he cs tj of tne l i t t l e village of Christie is Scraper
Hollow. SlJamed for Archibald Scraper v/ho lived from
l8l6 to lJ9Ott- settled in this Hollow after arrival from
the" east,! coming with the Cherokee's on the Trail of Tears.
Many Cherbkees have lived in this valley, and i t is'hare
that iibss; itector has lived nearly al l of nis l i fe .

Lir. .Hector Is pothered v.lth" rhu.natism, and like many' ,
Indians treot£rhio ailments with home remedies. At the
beginning of this -visit he is telling of treating <-he
.pain in his knoes with aspirin disolved in alcohol. He

* recalls when Indians of long ago.treated this ailment,
* or r-v;lasted aches and pains of the- joints . Then, a corjnon

treatment was the use of crushed dog le^nnil .rabbed on the
joints. Also, many Indians obtained relief of-pain by '
using pcfke(root tea, bitters of ra t t le weed root or

•Prickly ash roct. . '•'•'he use of home namedias is fast-.
" disappearing from the Indian way of l i fe , ,a's henljbh clinics,

Indian hospitals, and doctors iri tne whiteman's world are
, sougnt. • ' "^ •

the Cheroke^s arrived in the new land of the Indian
Territory, in 1039 snd scattered In the 5a#y di lut ions to
find hone sites and begin a new <lif,e, i t would seem that . .
each of these settlements would be named, for one of the
le-ders of• the area. - Such vias also, tne case in ^r. Rector's
area* Just to the eas^ of nis home "is England Hollow, named
for 'Lincoln i-ngland. . Then to the west a few miles is ^db^rd
Hollow. Bo£h"of these places were named for their respective
Cherokee leaders. .* ' . . •

j-he village of Chribtj.e y;aŝ n'amed • for John Chri: t i e , an e^rly*
dair Cnerokee sett lor. Situated on the bank of Ban-en Fork
iliver in a ferti le valley, this early village did not Want for
opportunities to* make a living. In the many years before ,any
store was put in there, the Indians w~re almost self-sufficient.
The wonderful pine and Vir.rdv.'ood timber provided material 1'or *

;,-crops were cultiv:ted in the'valley, and the river was

for this

o ,me time, not too much brfore the turn of the. century, wKitemen.
c.xie in-to -the area. ^Along-withf them came the rciilfoad. Cnristie
-rew'to be cone a l i t t l e town with.three stores," sawmill, depot," y

°P9s|>;oS^ice;hic.c:;s:::ith shop, -nd tincer'y-ards. At the 'height

ho-Tes , y , r _
of pure*clear vater. Hunting and fishing'V.QP'good, in the early
days. Salt V.TS one -of the i>u items'"they did not h'eve locally,
and had to'go several rtiles dovm the Illinois

i t ' " '


