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Jeff Fields, 86 year-old Cherokee, . *
Whitewater community, Delaware County, Okla,

Subject: Except for a-few years Mr. Fields was attending the Cherokee
Hale Seminary in the e'arly part of 1900 he has 11 "rod pn
his -Indian allotment and with his people on .'.hitewater • ,
Creek in this northern part of the Cherokee Nation. He is
now ret i red from the £g£nj$LnE end ranching l i f e he nas kr.ov/n^

likes to v i s i t a"nd t;.ihk *bout the olden days,

Iiaiy Cnerokecs hr.ve lived inVtho area which includes Honey
Cr« ek, Sneil Creek, 2jj$ CreekY Whitewater Creek end Butler
anc Peters Pra i r ie . Mr. F i e l d \ n a s known nany of then in
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his time. Old tian Tom ftabbit cr^ Old I.Ian Cneeter were of
the well.known Cnerok'eee in hi j '^\r l ; ' d&ysT He rcner.bors
Ifcv. Devo Bucket as one of. the* higlyy respected Cherokees
thet lived over naif a century ago. \Huckie berry Sneil and
Annie'Snail were two others thet ftereYheid in high ..regard

. and respect for work among* tne IndiaiisXpf that country. Butlers ,
Masters, Cheaters> Hawks, Starrfc, Gourdk. Downings, L'owreys,
Silversmiths, and Fox were among a few o \ the other Indian^'
lamilies that lived in Mr0 Fields immediate area. Also, flev0
Jonn Butler was ^another of t>« Je aders of tW Whitewater "*
Country and i t -,\as from his family that But>Ie\,School and
Butxer Prair ie took i t s name0 ,

Mr. Fields talks about the old Indian cemeteries thet were a
port of his area, ^ven tn^igh soite oi tneir. have disappeared

he-names a i'ew: Shell , Starr , 'Bucket, Dov.riinc, Cneater,
Scraper, ,<apa, Lngiend, Butler, er.d Peters. Pra i r ie . Only a " ;

v.ry few are-used any.ore, is r.os-t of the older lRC*i^ns"have
'•lied crA. th6. younger or.cs moved away i'\.vin£, ho one to ^s^e
J'or thojc pieces, So.-.e hrve been do liberate]^' removed to. :.xJ:e *
:;ay Tci- c: t t i e pastures, COT; l o t s , e t c .

In oiie old '..;̂ "s pert oi? i-nc Indi rns ' .-.ay oa' l i ' > ./as f-iinr to
rriirSs, ^ii.tevor occasion i t Hi;*;.! be; . ' obucily t»^ ^etheri.n;o ^
vroiid Ko'v.T.at is r.ovr days crlioc. ; "ijtor.p. d«r.ce.n, but to the
'̂ Uii;.for;-.;;(i thcLG -..-ere 'roj.i~Lous-er/i "6erer.or.iai dences. Dances
•rre uh: Indiana' .ay of v:ofship,',"ivir.^ thenkc, uii .~:&T3r,sinz
/gr^tit-'do to the €r<r.l Sp i r i t , eni jur.t es ir.port ;i~ L r^ sincere?
t-y ihe pcraj.l"il of tho "..'hitemen'o worchir'. Ho recal ls tiio fcir.ee

jjrcv.Tiir.i-. Or?ek|' I^^krat ^ollov:, end -weet .ater;Hoilov: to hold
w.i-'ir r i^uei dences v.nd r.;e^tin(;s. i-.iso, t^°y •.;o:..1.'i go to Grey's
Premie end the Eucna country, I\:o- longer do the valleys and .
h i l l vibrate' to the beat of the ceremonial drum, for these thmgc
a:e nov: only i:. the inenfory of the p-'qpi^v.'ho lived in another time.
Travel in those days v;e& c maj'or underjiak^nt: &s vm v.-ould lock 4t i
nov;, but ohe rough roads and t r a i l s rfer^' just •pert 'of the v:ar of i i
end t?;o or three days of t revei by. nagon posed no problem.
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