\ :_Z- M=Z3

“‘ (4

\

»

In the early days of Iynch Prairie the settlers built Requa School, the

first 'school to- com? for the pioneer families. Joe d¥d not attend school

there, but tells that the school enjoyed a long period of time and saw

many children come and go. Like most country schools, anua is now only

~

a memory.
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He recalls when ther was no town where Strang is_noy, and the nearest

3

store was over on Grand River at Ketchum and across the river at Spavinaw.
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Theze: was a grist mill‘on Spavinaew Creek where they took their corn and
flour to be ground

‘In those days Vinita was the nearest market and trad-
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ing center. ¥
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The town of Strang, named éfter\the first storekeeper there, started in 1911

- when ﬂt was11earned that th% railroad was coming through.
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The railroad was
icompleted in 1912 and Strang i

¢

ediately boomed. During construction of =

\the rall system 1t wa belngl t from both dlrectlons and the ralls 301ned

1n the middle! of Str to%n A daﬂ of celebration was called, and the K.O.

! 1
& G nallroad officials dro§e‘the cusEomary golden spike on the oceasion.

\
e rbll~company 5 of \course, todk t

eir golden spike with them when the

\ —
festivities were over.| For neariy 30 years Strang enjoyed prosperlty and

\
many people se?tlek

in the area. The depress1on of the late 1920's and

early 1930's, the advenht of ‘World War II, and other factors 1nclud1ng the

removal of the railroad in ‘the 1940'3 reduced Strang almost to a ghost town.

At one time both sides |of thféé blocks of Main Street were lined with bus-

iness buildings. Now only two or three little Businesses struggle to keep

¢ [

" ‘open.. yOnce an impo ant shlpplng\
)

cattle bro ht from' the prairies left Strang od the way to northern and

p01nt in early Oklahoma many carloads of

easteqn markets. Also muoh gra1m7 hayg/hogs and luuber were shlpped from

/
Strafg The town of Strang fis some fo mlles from Ml. West's home and he

has'se n the town begin and/aeen it decllne Such is also the story of




