Charles ‘Ross o =2= | o : _
’.‘.lé;.'e . ; * .‘f,
‘g o ,3» . o
Charles' iatner was Robert Ross and his mother was Annié Mlilsap Ross.
He was born on what is his originat Indlan allotment and has lived nere
. these many years -to see a-greatr cnange come to his country. -He admits
. vtoo of helping in the many changes, .as he was one of the Counuy Comm1351oners :
- of Muskogee County ror several years, . .
. Mr. Ross tirst ettended tne Prairie Knob Scndol two ml;es east ot his home,
‘He &tso went to-the Ross School and the Vann School in his district Whlle )
in tne lower grades,” He finished his education at ihe Cherole e Wale: -
~Seminery at Tahlequan which apperently gave background Tor his successifi
,llie as a 1a€¢er, rancnér, and public off101al.

* He tells that his ftaction of the Ross iamlLy had lert ueorg}a”belore éie T
torced removal to come to @#he' Indian Territory, as like some, SaW the
outcome or events to happen. There were several 1amilies that came with
"this earlier Ross grdup and they settled-tirst in western AykanSas thinking
they were in the Indian Territory. Their stay there did not last long 4ds

. white people burned their homes and stole their Livestock. They then went ﬁﬁ
into Texas and stayed for a while betore finally coming.to the forks of L
the Arkansas and Canadian flibefs where tney setiled permanently. 4fr, Ross
cons:.dera his- lorelaﬁhers the'eartiest permanent setilers in his home area.

- 0f the otnqr early day. setalers to this aistrict were the Vanps, Morgans, Smiths,
Rogers, and,Carliies. He recalls that when he was a youngereLlow the Cherokee
‘Smith tamily would have a big Thanksgiving dinner for all the neighbors and
Indians ror miles around woild come forv the harvesttime observance. He récalls
. also thet across the river was the Redbird Smiths of the Keetoowahs. arho
preserved the ancient religious Cherokeé ceremonies and rituals. Cotton
always, enaqyeq atterding thfose meetings. ot

He recails hearing his iather tell of a murder trial in whien Vann Smaith
was tried and conv1c$ed. Vann was tagen batore the judge for Lorma
sentencing, In the meantime Vann had starved himself while held in Jail -

- and was dovm to about ninety pounds. The judge looked at him and said

~ "I have never hun dcad man yet, and I dont intend to stary now", and’

turned ¥ann loose. Later Vann caught up on hiseating and got fat as a hog.

One 3~ the many changes Lr. Ross has secn was sthe sebtling uptof the country.
He fecalls vhen as a young man he hawled cobton to Checotzh and it was at
least tive: ﬁlles between houses., He also hauled graln to Sallisaw in a wagon
but taere, were many Indians living in that part of the country then and the,:
trip was hot so Lonesome, -In those days there were no tendes ard "the roads.
Just wourd .thru the woods and across the - pra1r1°s.

' The Ross femily used to nqve a large cemecexy nesr tne rlver. In 1943 2
flood came down-the Canadian ‘Hiver and compRetely washed it wway,. Leav;ng

no trace ot the graveyard. Nowdays most peopbe of the area use the Vann,
. Drum Sprinzs, or Fields Cemstery.
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*  Of interest was a. permlt issued to hig father, fobert Ross, dated harch 15,
1498 giving authority for him to hire a whiteman tor tnlrty days. This
”-napen along with others, ving Shown by, Hr. Ross which he has kept over. the years.

Tragic ‘times have come to,uhe Rpss_iamlly, as have most farxy day famllges
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