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v Charles1 father was Robert floss and his mother was Annie "Millsap -floss.
. He was born on what is his original Indian allotment and has lived here
'., these many years -to see a-great* cnange c$me to his country. -He admits
-too of helping in the many changes, .as he was one of the County Commissioners

- of Muskogee Gou'nty for several years• . • ,"
* * * *

. Mr« -Ross f i rs t $ttende"d the Prairie Knob .Schtfol two miles east of his home'.
•He a%so went* to-the Ross School and the Vann School in his dis t r ic t while/ .
•in tne lower grades i* He finished his educit'ion" at the Cheroke e fipale • • j •
Seminary at Tahlequan which apparently gave background for his -successful

• life as a farmer, rancher, and public official. /
. ' - • / • . ./
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• He tells that his. faction of the Ross family had ieit Georgiafbeiore the
forced removal to come to the "Indian Territory, as like. some,^aw the "
outcome of events to happen. There were several iamines, that came with
this earlier Ross grdup and they settled-first in western Arkansas thinking
they were in the Indian Territory. Their stay there did not last long as
white people burned their homes and stale their -livestock. They then went
into Texas and stayed for a while before finally coming.to the forks of ' •
the Arkansas and Canadian Ritrefc where tney settled permanently. 4Mr, Ros.s
considers his•forefathers the'earliest permanent settlers in his home area.
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Of the otner early day. setciers to this dis t r ic t were the Y&nns, Morgans, .Smiths,
. Rogers,, and.Carliies. He recalls that when he .̂vas a young -fellow the Cherokee

Smith family would have" a big Thanksgiving dinner for a l l the neighbors and
Indians lor miles around would come for the harvesttirae, observance. He recalls
also that across the river was the' itedbird Smiths of the Keetoowahs .̂vho
preserved the ancient religious Cherokee ceremonies and r i tuals . Co'tton
always., en joyed attending the'ose meetings. . %

He recalls hearing his father t e l l of a murder t^ial in whien Vann Smith
was tried and cbnvic&ad. Vann v/as ta^en before" the jud^e for formal!̂
sentencing^ In the meantime Vann had starved himself vrtiile held in j a i l

• and v;as down to about ninety pounds. The judge looked at him and said
- "I have never huna a dead man yet, and I dont intend to start now", ând

turned Vann loose J Later Vann caught up on hiseating and got fat as a hog* "

One ,gf the "many changes llr» Ross has seen was ith© settling: u$>« of the country.
He recalls -.Then as a young man he ̂ hauled cotton, to Checotah and i t was at
least' five miles bet?/een houses. He also hauled grain.to Sallisaw in a wagon
but there. w§re many Indians living in that part of the country then and t h a / '
t r ip was "hot so lonesome. -In those days there were no fehdes and the,roads,
just w,ound -thru the woods and across the -prairies.

" The Ross family used to'have a large cemetery nesr tne river.- In 19ii3ra
flood came down t̂he Canadian '-tfiver and coap&etely vrashed i t gfway,. leaving
no trace of the graveyard. Nowdays most peopie of tfce area use the' Vann,

• • Drum Springs, or Fields* Censtery. •
v . ' • "'

* Of interest v;as a. permit issued to his. father, Robert Ross, dated,March 1$,
1^9b giving authority for him to hire a whiteman for thirty days. This
.gapes1 along with others; wr.s shown by Mr. Ross which he has kept over, the years.

Tragic'times have come to the Ross, family, as have most early day families


