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Emett Lowrey , -2-

Kr. Lowrey's grandmother came from tnat group of .Cherokees who were at"
" one time in Texas, and sometimes reterred to &5 tne Texas Cherokees.

The Lowrey Cherokees came from the Teniessee-Georgia’factions., Both
family groups eventualiy came to set e in this Canadian Hiver vailey.
The .origiral village of Eriartown w s northeast or the present town.

The coming of the railroad in the e 1900s prompted the move to its
Present location. ///
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On the south side of the river is ithe litiie town of whitetiele, once
a capitol of the Choctaws. ,1he river was the divading Line between
the Cherokee Nation and the Choctaw Nation, but these two tribes have
livec in peace and harmony with each gther tor much over a century.
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" The Hissouri-Kansas-Tekas was the firs% reilroad ‘to come thru this part |
or the Indian country sometime in the early lu80s. Arouna 1900 ihe
Midlend Valley Kailraad came up> fhru Sriartown country. \
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Some of the early families who lived ir the Brierton area that Hmett
recalls were the Allens, liabrys, Stevens, iooneys, Jones, Harshalls,
liests, Starrs, Bd*neﬂ, Lowreys, &apd Pitchiins.  His Grendparénts, the
Lowreys, settied in the area in tne very early days. e relites that
Phqy put out the first big orehard in that part of the-tountry.

Emett recalls ithat the fir_t school he citended was an &ndlan m1531onaﬁy
Scnool at Briartown. Ihis was a.log building built by the. Indians, and
the mission. He tells that b¢fore his “time his father attended school
there just one day. The secord day he went with some other boys tishing.,
and never went to school again. . Although his futrer c¢ulﬁ nqt read or
write, he was a saccebsiul tarmer nd ur~der. :
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In its better dqys Sriartown was & HJs“\} ttle villabé. It hed twg or
three stores, lodge hall, doctor's oiflce,\depot post offlce‘ hotel, ;
and other business places. At one time lotd.of peaches- and grain‘were
shipped from briartown. Later-the fertile river valley produced maqf
kinds of vegetables which were ShlpPed sut by the vdrlohd, J'
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Mot far north of Briartown is Porum, another of ‘the old town % in the
Indian Territory. Porum has rot al.zys been krown by thit ngme. In its
early beginn'ng it wuas known as Starrv1lWa, stcrtéq and bﬁl{t up by the
Sterr families. /\\\

bmett talks about the Stary Cometery. ™ Ore of the 1 rgebt m“ere\
moruments to be seen in the country is tLat of ryost / de tel
that this huge stone was “hauled in by ox team cnd agogé The monumvlt\
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marking the resing place ot Tom oto.r 15 andt*er of' tre /Large markeers,
. nat one’ time

wnich he tells is of" the hollow consuructlon :He says



