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Of the old famiics that have lived in the Proctor country, Mr. Mayes^some
of them were tne Iteeces, nroctors, Sanders, .Mtn i rcs , Stopp, PathkiJ 'er , '
Moss, Hitchcock, S t i l l , Hehdricks, loach," and btump. Iloarly a l l of the
oia families aie gone now rrom tne ProcLor neighborhood having died out
or moved awgy. Susie ..olife., Old Liari iicece, and Jess Llayos are considered
to be the las t of the old tiimers here.

Several n i b s on east ,v&<j t,be Christie community ObtablisLed by Old 1'a.n
John Cnns t i e . Up unt i l a few years ago 'ohJf big log ho'ure Jsnn had bui.lt
s t i l l stood after mere than a hundred y v r s . The.oid nan dio. not l ive
long enough to see uhe. railroad come or the l i t t l e town ba i i t , and perhaps
i t was best that ne did not see the many changes come that eventually
erased his beloved Goingsnake Dis t r ic t and one Cnerokee v.ray of l i f e .

Jess remembers going to the fourth of J j ly 'celebrat ion in T^niequah. He
got on tne t r a m . a t Proctor. So** .:iany people v.^rc headed for tne big.
celebration that there v:as* o'r.iy-standing room on th.: trc.j.r.. . in-Tahiequah
the crowd was tne biggest he has ever peen. { That was in the, y. ar 1901.

He remembers when floods \rould con0 low:. :iarren Fork iiiver.nnd vjash out
roads, crops, and Lne rai lroad, as a boy he used to go down tne railroad

• aisd watch the crev;s repair tne washouts". • - '

He recalls the days of long c.30 .'.heri un: people of nib country raised
most of the i r food. Special eifort was .zi.de to preserve enough of their
produce to> las t thru the winLftr, Corn wa$ pre.-erved in r. variety of ways.
Pumpkin, potatoes, turnips, and even melons v:er.. kept for a leng t i ê in
tne manner of tne t' early time, i-vc ry family prodded for a barrel of
molasses for winter u se. Sun dried fruit's pro*ndec* for man}' tasty disnes.
He remembers tr.at thiJ mother and f t h \ r ured to go into Lhe -.voods in the
fa l l of the ye-r and r r thcr a l l kinds of roots-, iecvos anct bark to rnate
medicines. Tne only doctors in ^h? country .\ei\. at 'Ichieqaah and at

^Cincinnati, Arkansas. Jess says nc ^oes not remember -vcr having to go '
to a white nan doctor whe:: ho waL c boy. Orist mills :.v r̂e w ry important
to tho Indian comriunities of lo;.- ego,, r.'i '.^.ey vr re fcrCuniLe in having
one in Proctor which v.'â  run by Jefi' Leach, -hen1 wrs alsc anotner water
mill up on Tyner Creek ct v.:u.t vu.s k^ovri as Clear : ;ork. At one t ine 'then-
wrs also a ..at--r mi.i_ .do'.vn ,tre . i \ e r at a place c&llea

Proctor Cemct3r,r v.'as originally colled oj.nd^rs C ^ x t^ ry . BCCK m ihe l8bus
Jonn D, bandars gave a tnree acre t rac t of lmd from his noldings lor that
purpose and nad i t set aside by deed, ror ye..rs j t was ;.ot 'maintained tor
fenced, but \r. recent ye^rs i t ncs beer. beauLiiui.y kept.

He talks si. out the i,he payments that ;]£ve boor: miJ.'5 Lo tr.e Cnrrokees. He
is in disagreement as zz t r ° v?y such ;xLjrmer.ts have b.^n handled, especiclly
fiber. Yfhite people* c.nd people -.vi uhout Indian blood receive Cherokee money.

He reflects OTI the, days wher. he used to farm in the valley, -hen ne says
bugs and disease did r.o-t oother ihf crops like .tney do :;ov:, snd Lhey
never experienced the hot dry weatner thct has' become comip.on r.ow.

Long ago Jess'' ib?d to look lorwj-.rd to September, when he -vouid go to the
woods to cut bee t r^cs . The honey taken from î nc niv^s of wild, bees Is
ohe best he ev; r tasted. I t nas been a long LimV n̂ov/ sir.ee he has seen
tttis favorite .


