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Of the otd tamilce that hdve lived in the Prector country, kr, Mayesjsome
of them were tre Reeces, rlroctors, Supders, .hitmires, Stopp, Pathkil'er,
Moss, iitchcock, Still, Hdehdricks, ipach, and Stump. ieg arly all of the
ola families asie ghne now Iroxm the Frocior ne‘ghbornaﬂd having died out
or moved awgy. OSusie uolie, [ 14 Man lcece, and Jess Liayes are considered
to be the last of the old ﬂlmers here, :
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Several mil:s on east wac the Christie comauniiy estebiisied by OLd lan

John Cnristie., Up unbll o few yeart wgo vhe hig Llog houre Jonn had built
st1ll stood after mcre then o hundred yeurs, {lhe_old men 2ic not Live

Llong enough to see vhe railiogd come or the 1i1tile town baild, and perhaps
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it was best that ne did not see the many change
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vie
s come that evertually
erased his beloved Golngsnaké District &nad the Cher

okee way of llfe.
Jess remembers goiug to the xourth of July cégebretion in Tunlequch. e
got on the train,at Proctor. OS:me .yy people werc hecded for tne big
celebration thut there wes only standing room on thy *rzune | In-Tuhleguah
the crowd was ihe biggest he has ever «een, | Thet was in thg y.oar 1901,
He remembers when flcods would con dovii Zarren Fork Jdiver and wash out
roads, crops, and whe railrcad. as = hoy hc used to o dowa the ruilrosd
»and Watch e crews repair tne weshouts, : -

He reczlls the deys of lorg <o :hen ono reople of ais couniry raised
most of their food. Special er.ort was nwcde to preserve erosuch of tncir
produce tor lagt thru the winter, Corn wag drecerved in o veriety of ways. -

Pumpkin, potctioes, turnlps, and even melons wer. kept for a leng tioe in
the manner of tnit early time, ovivy family rrovided for & ceriel of
rmolusses tor winter uge. oSun dried rruilts nroided Tor mafg tasty disnes,
He remembers trnet thics mcocther wund § thor uced Yo ~o ints the wasds in the
fall of the ye'r and cether all kinds of rood., lecves wnd bark to ke
nedicines, The only doctor: in . he country cer. ot Tchleqaeh aud ht
Lincinnati, arkansas, dJdess sarys ho roes not rn*p*“e* vor heving to go
o & whiteman doctor vhen he wae o boy. Uridt mills w“”e v.ry wmportant
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n comrmanities of Lo o, nd “hej wore Yorinnoie in hoving
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one r which wes run by Jel'y Leach. There wes aLsc another water
m1ll wp on Iyner Ureek ai zii.t wies Kuowvn as Clear rork. at cne tine ‘ther
woe 180 a .alwr miio down . tre iver ot o rlace cellea nldon, '

Procior Cemetery wus originally colled osenders O- wiery. Buck 1 the 188us

Jonn D, dSanders fove a2 three zere tract of lrnd from his noleings tor thot

parpose and nad it set cside by dect, ror ye.rs jt was 1ot maiwntained lor
tes
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“epcpd ot in o recent veor:s it heos hoon L r kcn*
il F) ~ o se. SRR A & L lica Nrsa 3 Py : Ve

He talks =2lout the the psyrents that necwve been male to tre Cnerokees. he
1s in diszgreesent os s Sre vy such reymerts have boon hendked, especieily
vher white people .nd people wihouvt Indian blosd receive Cheroxes rmoney.

He rerlects on the, days when he used to form in the valley., ‘hen ne'says

bugs and disecse did not onther the CIOpS like tney do now, znd shey

never exrcerienced “re hot dry weatner thut has' hocome common now. Cs
ong apo Jdess used to leok torwerd to S:ptenber whern he would go to

woods %o cut bee trecs, The horey tcken from > hives of wild Lees is
ohe best ne evir tasted., It nae been z long ‘?é§\<:w sirce he has seen

tnis fravorite .



