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Atter the devastation og the timber lands the Indians still tarmed in

the valley. At, one time the rich ani tertile valley produced tine

corn, cottoh and wheat crops. again, outsiders could not stand %o see

the Indians farming this wondertul "Green Country", as it is now called. ,
Tnru the mechanics ‘of whiteman laws the Indians ‘have been relieved of :
most of their lands, Very little farming is done amymore, and in its

stead the well manicured ranch pastures and fire homgs of white pepple
-cover the valley, Some Indians st1ll live back up in the hollows eand

on their ten-ccre hillsicde nlaces., For nmany of the older Indians there

is little to Look torward tor except death, «nd maybe 2 hurial. In the_
eyes of meny toreign to whet was once the Cnerokee Niation, the impression
is given that Indian burials are & weste of time, 25 "oné atter another
Indian cemeteries haw been erased or plowed uwn, The Indiun is conturced at
this chtitude, becayse it uhe situation was reversed the whitemen would
scream like a bansnhee. N ‘

Yot tar trom Proctor iw Strawh. rry oprincs ilne locaziicn of the Goincsnake
District Courtnouse of %he old Cherokee lation Zzys. o thing remains now
of this historic place, btuti some o7 the oid timers otill remember it, Lr,
Meyes repects the of't toild account oI one of tne bloodrest civil teitles
ever fought in tne Cherokee HNzlion., tzrtions of tne Proctors squared ofr
with the U, >. bMzarshalls anc tne Jeck peoples. +hen ine smoke cleered
eleven men lsy dead and otvhers woundeda in th: yard of this bourthouoe.
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Hess rerlects again on the dzys when tne rzilroad came @hru his country,
All was open renge in tnose days «nd many heed of livestock weres killed
by the trains., Atter tne rsilroad was taken out, he sgys it was missed
vory mucn os meny degendea on it ror transportation to liestville or

Tanlequzh., He sgys he also missed nearing tne irain whistle thot would
echo b-ck and torin between the nitls =nd -znyonc, and its lonesome
sound hod a rather soothing eitect, . .
Jess remembers ine old dgys when there voo nlew tf of xiLH came and one
co.ld hunt anywhere he wished. fdogs ron wild ard ls<ge in ine woozds,
and an ummarked pig was 1or the izking, ~.nd many PnQe Mp as backbone
soup, side mect or th> Luase tor redeye grovy.  Soné years were rather
lean when he was z boy and roasted r»%blt ves the »ill-of fore for many
a necl .He recells _ne Yime wnen o ihe ~round wne menfolk of
hio ramily went out ina killed ¢ lxty raol use  Ine women clecped inen
and mcde r-btat sausz e, That "as some ol une finest eeting ne cep
rerenber, gic recqlils when Tyner Jreek nad scme pood Yishing hotes,
esnecially whore a.arirt would b*lld «rd 115h seemed to congr ate there,
Yow days the Créek can be waded its ™ll lengih, as it has £i1led un o
aver ire yeurs, Just below Froctor wis latp Blurt on Barren rork diver
wher once 1t was tra best 1iihing ylac in tne Zouniry ror noodi}ng,
gigcing, or Jjust olain fishing.

Jess tirst went to ochool 1n a litile log hmildirs tnat sas Llocated up
againot vne nitl at. the north edre of where Froctor 15 now, In L ter
years ne atiended tne Cherokes hiale deminary at Tarhleguah, He has farmed
and lived in .is home commuaity all of nic lire,
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