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Aiter the devastation of the timber lands 'the Indians still farmed in
the valley. At, one_ time the rich an*: fertile valley produced fine
com, cotton and wheat crops. Again, .outsiders could not stand to see
the Indians farming this wonderful ''Green Country", as it is now called.,.
Tnru the mechanics *of wniteman ?.aws the Indians have been relieved of
"most of their lands. Very little farming is done anymore, and in its
stead the well manicured ranch pastures and fire homes of white pe.op.Le
•cover ohe valley. Some Indians still live back up in the hollows and
on their ten-cere hillside places. For many of the older Indians "triere
is little to look for.vard toi except death, <.nd maybe a burial. In the.
.eyes of many foreign to what v.as once the Cnorokee Nation, the Impression
is given that Indian burials are a v.-aste of tine, ss 'one after another
Indian cemeteries h a w been erased or plowed up. The Indian is confured at
this attitude, because if one situation was reversed the whiteman would
scream like a banshee.-
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Not far trom Proctor io- Strawb. rry springs the location of the Goir.gsnake
Dist r ic t Courthouse of the old Cherokee Nation days. Nothing ^remains now
of this his tor ic place, but some of '.he old timers b t i l l remember i t . Lr.
Mayes repeats the oft told account of one of tne bloodiest c iv i l 'settles
ever fought in tne Cherokee Nation, i*actions of line Proctors squared off
with the L, b . Marshalls ana tne .Beck-peoples* .;,hen tne smoke cleared
eleven men lay dead and Ooher^ woundea in t h : yard of this Courthouse.•

Hess reflects again on the days when tne railroad came thru his country.
All Yfas open range in tnose days and many head oi" livestock were ki l led
by the t r a ins . After tne rai l road was taken out, he ,says i t was missed
v,.ry mucn as many depended on i t for transportation to wecstville or
Tanlequah. He says he also missed n^anng tne t ra in whistle thi-t would
echo brck and forth between ohe h i l l s ir.d ^aryonc,, and i t s lonesome
sound had a rather soothing e i fec t .

Jess rernembers tne old days when there r e pi-sty of •..11/' game and one
co-Id hunt anywhere he wished. Hogs ran v/ild.and l s ^ e in tne woods,
and an unmarked pig was for the taking, .-.nd' many end,ed^up as backbone
soup, side meat or tlv liace for redeye gravy. Some years V ^ P rather
le,c.n v.hen he '.vas a boy an^ roasted r~!:bit was the b i l l ' o f fare for many
a meal. He recal ls ^"^ tir.e w^en snr. was o:. the ground one menfolk of
lia. family wer.t out and kil led s-ixty rcS^\>s. Xno women cleaped tnon
and ma.de r-bbit sausa "e. That -bs some of ih-? f?nest rat ing ne cap
remember. .He recal ls wher. Tyner Creek »iai borne i~~>o£ fi'shlr.g holes,
especially Vh«. re a.-drift would baild c.nd fish seemed to congregate there,
Now days the Creek can he waded i t s full length, 'as i t has f i l led up ' ' ,
ov^r tr° years . Just belov.' Proctor \v;-s olate Blut"! on Barren Fork' riiver
mer-. once i t v.-̂ s tr,.̂  best ii^hing place in tnc cour.try for noodling,
gigging, or just plain fishing.. /

Jeos i i r s t went to ^cnooi .in a l i t u e leg buiidir.g that .vas located up
agair.ot one ni^ l at . the north edge of where Proctor is now. In .k t e r \.
ye-ars ne attended tne Cherokee Uaie seminary at Tahiequah. He has farmed
and lived in ..is home community a l l of hie l i f e .


