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n̂U t e l l s that when .this -country was the Cnerokee Nation th^re was lo ts
of wilct game and good fishing. */he Indian then did not hove to have a
license to hunt and f ish. He does not understand what happened, to . change
/everything* Back then the Indian coald hunt and fish .wttererver he .vant^d.
But in the short span of about ££> ye;,rs the vmitenan'& government again
took a l l that thef Indian had. ' I t seems to disturb the whiter.an to-day when
he l^earns that he has overlooked taking what l i t t l e is loft that mi;/it
beio-ng to the Indian. There i s very l i t t l e for the Indian to lock forward
to in tfie fature-. S&m recal ls the old days when the Indians would g\ ther
on tn& streams and rivers for a fash k i l l ing day. '̂ he Indians "would use
buckeye root and^snartweed^lio tranquil ize the''fish ana o.ncn they could be
ea&iiy/gigged. The w,hitemaji called i t fish po£s/oning, but the fi'sh v:ere
not poisoned},, he says-.. • * v .

A popular^&port of the old days among the Indians were th'e cornstalk shoots.
These .events brought large crowds to witness Ihs s k i l l displayed' by-tns
Cherokees with bow and arrow. Attractive prizes brought the exp..rt bowmen
from miles away. 'Anoth-r of the^ early day ovents was target, shooting with
the biowgun/ an instrument of powerful and deadly accuracy. Bat this weapon
seemed to have been abandoned wnen muzzle' loading nT .ios came into general
Use. 6am. says that bows vjsre usually maJe from black locust-or Osave
orange wood, and the best arrows were made of black locust or hickory;
Wa-toon, or deer sinew, was used to - t i e trie featners or: ihe ai-rows. The
best feathers for arrow use were those of the red t a i l hawk, and someti.Tjes
eagle feathers were Used.

The eel and tne whi.e soft-shel l tu r t l e are novr ôn<? from the cnce wonderful
fishiRg streams the Indians khev*. Sam rejnembers when,these prized.food
4items could be nad most any f i se .
disaoooarance. 1

He blames t re v.rhi enan for the i r '•

oar; t e l l s of the days when .len sGufceixed to br- hung .at Tahieqaah v;as a
public af fa i r . People v/ould co::.e for the ovent, even camping overni> lit.
Tnat Wat, the lav: in the old Cherokee Nation days, be t e l l s . /George lloach •

'end Zeko ParHs v/er^ Lv/c of the hangmen appoint?d by Ih3 Chcrchs^ -a t ion ;

to perforr. that, duty. The l>e for the hangmen of th^t ,day was v2i?o r ° r job.
bteallng-was .« crime that brought Lne guilty to-t.be vhipring t r e e .

Of zoo iavyers of the Jheroine lo t ion, Sam mentions £. Q. ioudinot, ,<, '.V.
Hastings,. Simon ..klkingbtick, ^r.d Houston - . T»ehPe» 'Mr. Gourd ŝ c-.ns
disturbed over a ,'rumoi*'that the,college at tahleqoah wants,)to buy the
"Indian Hospital, land wonders if. -ir.fi ^overrfcent •fou^ajqetvji^i^t-seii i-t,- '-

• • - .• . i

.̂ e'bemberod by only' \>he old ti:ne'rs iiow, wac the Georgia .stock. This was
the pipw, that f i r s t t i l l e d the land a t the' begir.nine of the Cherokee
Nation -i/n the vireot. This primitive farm implp;ient neld i t s place for a
lo,;kg titie 'as theVNatian^grew. By no;.-̂  i t was known as a" "bull tongue".
The cradle was an^the'r farm tool tha-t belonged>.tc" o/.e1 farm scene two or
more gpne^ationsx ago^ The cradle vras' used tp^gut vmeat %nd oats , leaving
i t in (neat pi.lesN^'or- another to come along and"3fc the grain into bundles.

llr. '9'burd re l e t ea; that hii> father was respected as an Indian doctor, and
could t rea t most auyNlnjury or aff ic t ion. He had lir.rned sdnie of the sec;secrets •
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