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Amos L^lat^r1 that hi.s father .̂ac1 «old|hini of an ur.cie who was seventeen
ye:rs old whe:. the Civil ,,^r broke out. At thai tine th:iT v.ras a gr is t
mill sWev/here west of StLLwell at tnj? head of Caney Creek. Tnat uncie
used to.go th-re to get corn ground, j He would nave, to icare eorly in
the morning,to get there aria t.ie nill^ could o..ly pond enough ..ater to
run'until noon each day. At that t t jo the r . i l l wat; located in whal, was
kti'ovm as Hunraingbirri Hollow. ;

He remembers nearii.g or.e of Ms uncles te.il of having to; hide t r v i r hof,s '
and cat t le 'in the woods during th<v Civil war from roving bands of

.bushwhackers. Also they would hide (j>ther things of value. During this
war period nis .grandfather noved a i l ' o f his family into' the \<auhiilau
area. He relates tnat one tine a land of llj guri l las rode up to the i r
place, His grandfather hid in^ne Darn ioft wnere ne kept shotguns
loaded with buckshot, bearing for tne safety of nis fanily he opened
fir? and the men l e f t . /

Fro:?, s tor ies nanded down to nin, he leilb that, bciore the Civil' <.ar,
groups of Cherokees v.'ouid make t r ips to tne Great bcl't Plains in
northwest Oklahoma to br'ng bofl' s a l t anc to v i s i t , rd uT?tie with'
the plains Indians. • <

ile rer.pr.bei's when hs .-.as a l i t t l e boy tho ncar^ot |ace to trade was at
«auhiUau . to re . . Later a fellow nut in a store at H:tt ;::g oprings. In
Y/aj in this Bitting oprinfo country vhere l.'ert Cnridti'o, rit- uncle., lavni
and was kiJled by rederr l LI<jr\,h<-ils. I t wa by tr.c present nj-;e of
ii.-.os un.'istie tha^ the old m.'m rord from Tanloquah to ot i lweil ran in
the days of the Indian* Nation. j

A ;os rer.er.be: y io.ig ago th : l t'-or? v:a . lotJ of. fir.o I~i::e tmb^r in nis
area. Tq^re verr :xr;r i i t i l*3 fair.s t'-e Indians hLd cleareo cut of the
•.,'ilderne.s l c :^ ago. I:, trc ohang' y~ :,' \:.z, c ! i |^ f t!." rj.oci t l her is
gone r.ovz, at> .'.;.ve r.cst of the l i t t l e Ch î-dKee farr.s. .̂»e oi tli'; rood
tiirv;:. ^r.os iikc-j to rer.e.-.b' r V:J..- lh: vild :\.~<* nr. r..v.

ee '.a r^f c )o ci^ ..:>La turkey war
r.tiful, ab ./as nocrly a l l oth^r l:mdo of ĝ .r.ejl. i>eiHor.v seen nov,r v.-.s
go-den nnd bald etr^ps ..-.•uck \:cx\. a cordon fcig.'.t lor.-- ago aru": d ni j- tne

home. £>o:<e of the favorite nj::t: .g placnj, of the old d;/s in l.ii- coan t^
were on 2iack L>ean Mtn., Caney uidge, Hungry ;.'t,:u, . nd ^ocl̂ ,r '.!tr..
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^ k:.zL nas neard nib father ^.\d grar.df:tr.er talk/chout fiming go.ld, s i lver ,
. lead, arid diamonds in the Cherokee Nation. Tn^se finds were closely/

guarded secrets , c.nd'locations seened to have/died with the olo tiy&
Ir.ilans. He renerLers that daring .»orid ..ar I nis father prospected for ,
silv3r and apparently found some, but the location was r.-jver reWaled.

. He, relates that one time a Cncrckee friend of* his related to hyn this
•acco-ht: • Tn«* grandmouhrr to in the boy to go'out arx5 et so\.e ril-1- gar.e.
The boy fo.ir.d that their supply of l^ad for ,the nuzzle leading r i f l e was

'exhausted. So the grandfather told tno boy/to wait and He -ybuld go get
' O ? T lead, "he old .-.ar. took a hatcart and $et out lor tre/voods. The

boy followed contrary tq the old .-ar.s wishot. Aft"-r a I r /g walk, .the
boy c--ie upon his grandfather chopping cnuiilrs of pure Je a'd out of the
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