
June ±2,

side A, recording t i -e IS minutes', intcrvio?/ tine two nours

Informant,:; Ames Christie, tO-ye^-ol ' i Cherokee, Bidding Springs
I Community, Adair County, Oklahoma; • • '

Subject: 'The original part of the large log nouci? tnat Amos Cnrist ie * •
• l ives in was built by Ms grandfath'-r, iVatt Gnristie beiore
the Civil .'<ar. In tnis humble place,•many pnr 1sti<=s. ha.ve
bo en brought into \>he world, many rao^e nh\e iiyr-d a i l t n e i r
l ives here, 2nd .sor.e have passed to t-ne s p i r i t world h^re.

jrVatt Cnri?tie cane to the Indian- Territory, in 1339, not by
choice but by force. L'.any of tho Cnristie', f.&nily survivpd •
the tragic mid^-winter t r i p to seOtia in tne Bidding springs
area. For wnatev^r comfort i t war, the Cvie'rokees :rere Tor
a short time rid of tne ..-hitenan. ^.hatevor',griefs,' natreds,
or feelings the Cncrolcecs hr.d in tne f i r s t years at t h e i r

, Rev; home in the we>;t v.^re overshadowed by eii,orts to just '••
make a living r.nd clr.w a place to live out of*, the f l in t rook
covered wildomeis. • The Cmlst ies did chop du« of the-'
-.TDodlands a few ii: t±c* fields dS a s t a r t to improve their l o t .
The axe wa -, no stranger to the Inai&ns ^,1 tney quickly bui l t
log nouses and barns. Llany believed that this «/-s t he i r . l a s t
cnance for existence and built sturdy homes. The home th t"
v:cs s tar ted by natt Chris t ie , and l a t e r added more log rooms,-.
tes t i fy to their hopes. In the adjoining valleys -he Vanns,

1 •ipLies, Adairs.. Lagles, Squirrels , Sanders, and oohGr farjLLies
\ \/ere recovering from one of the Worst tragedies ever to befall
i a nation of people, -"-'he Christieis- grew and prospered and at
\ one time a large area of the landl Lround their homes was theirs

! Gobnck C: iristie, son cf '..att, lived out nis 8ii years n̂ .d is
l burie'd in tr.e w^eds back of r\3 hone. This l i t t l e fa.nily
I cemetery' is almost ur.recogni.table, but here several of the
' Christie family are at r e s t . Gobnck Cnnstie is probabl^r one
\ of the best known add most loved of a l l the Cnerokecs of his
] time. Tnis full-blood Cherokee has l i t t l e book learning, but
\he was naturally jgifted in many c ra f t s . He was considered a
master blacksmith and co-Id repair anytnin- from a wagon to a
watch. Many old timers t e i l of nis ac i l i t y to mdtcn broken
kr.ife blades perfectly v;ith those from a factory. His arrow
points and fish gigs v.-ere works of a r t . - .'lorkinn with a home-
•nads forge and the very simple o± tools wr.atever remains today
of iiis nak'-.ng also stand as a monument to this good Indian.
Tnere are many old timers who are c t jn i l iving who knew this
nan, and te l l of .\is exceptional a b i l i t i e s as a carpenter, s'^on
mason, end na tura l i s t . Gobr.ck r a s r.ighly respected for his
knowled^Jj: of the medicinal plants of the woods and s t rears ana
hii> abi l i ty to effectively use tnen. He has been known to set
successfully "a compound frature of the thigh. These are ay-fpw
of the things revealed about Amos1 father.


