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Ipformant: Ausley welch, 79-yecr-oic Cherokee, laycs Go.nsy,
’ryor, JOklahoma . . v : '
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husley velch cawe rrom uhe Céwskin FPrairie ﬂoantny of the
Cnerokee Mztion., He attended Paters Proitie School and :
the Chr.ookee Lzle Seminary. ror the curpent yezr ne is -
Fresident of ihe Uh.rokec deminary ‘SSOCl tion. g, Welch
has spent all -f hi, Llife in uorthvnbt Oklan,mp and krows
mucn >f the countay ¢ ond the Cherokee oveople.
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There are rany deccrdent. of the welch tamily who were
anong the oririnual Cherokecs to come (o the Indian Terriiory
trom North C-rolina, At one time meny of them lived in the S
Cowskin and the. Peters Bra"rle gourtry .in thc northeast
corneX¥ ot the Cherokee Nztion. Now rost of the deccndents
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are widely scaiiered. : é s -

-

Between Fryor z.d Strang, in llayes County, ‘is %the old abafidoned
welcn School, This old school was najped for one Bart welch, a2
Cherokee who llVPd bacL 1 the early days of t.is5 country. - '
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Yre weieh.has relstives siill _1v1ng on the Indian Heservation
in North C roline. He tells of e emistence of a large white . .

rock back there shaped in the form of an eesgle with spread
wings «rd tail. Its pistory und detzils’ are varue, but it 1s

“vory old cond st osedly used ih some cerenonial rite, Auuleyf

rermembers long ogo thet nis Iather had obtained some of thi

sarne white rock of cnzlk lilie subrtapce, trom Georgia and uséd
it to make white lead -eacils. : ?
hAusley recalls days when ne was a student at the Cherokee zle
oeminary., <he school fosiball leam fre~uently played teams from
sther schools, students rrom th-ir sister school, tne remile

. oeninary, -were ot <llowed to ce#me ts the rsmes., lany of the
st cats had brot hbrs at .C.ledSe, ard n@tarclls the. girls vere
$crested in une outcome of the gumes. A sebt of signals ‘were
evised by use of fiag veving to icep the girls intormed of
brogress crd scored, w-enever 4nz hoys .ude . score, the signal
was fgiver end tne girlis ned o Prorty ciwcer, clinsugn .ney' could
not see the gune. ‘ )

fe tells of wn Indian h. tlslnj in uhe woeka counlry,  UP o see

oGy WieXhorcis o Sulhor b tneir churen ond toein cne bhaptiomi:

rivual, -atiter uhe ird:cor r*tuul, vhe miniiter teads tisee 49 be
be~tized in ciasle t1le dsym o long -opo~ irail to uhe coltd

1
clocr woters of the creek, Tne converted zre clothed in clean
wriw sheots, hil daring the »-ptisacl rafes the Ind.zans sing
"hins.  He say: this was one of the most in-ressive ceremonioc
ne nz: ev r seen, :

He telle the% 1n .is Jro.ng days ne used to go with other Indiers
to cather huckliebrrried in Courthou e Hollow and on the hillsides
ho{rdering Peters Prairie. Long ago this berry was plertitul in

" ¢ that country and the Indians used to Ltook for to berry season.



