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June 19, 196y ' ' /

Index side B, recording time i5 nin.; interview oiut> 1 hour,
* • • f

Informant: • Ausley w^ich, 79-year-old Cherokee, lr.r.yoc Go.inisy,
Pxyor, Oklahoma. . * •

Subject: Ausiey itelch. cai.ie from the Cows kin. Prairie country of the ' •'
Cnerokee Nation. Ke attended PcDers Prairie School and
ihe Chox-okee La'lp Seminaiy. ^or the"curi^nt year ne is
President of the Ch..rokec beminary association. *Us. i<elch
has spent a l l c£ hio life in aortlu^st Oklancma and knows' -
mucn of the countiy ?nd tne Cherokee people.

There are rary decc. ndei.t. of the .<eich family who were
a.nong the" oririnul Cherokecs to cone 00 the Indian Territory
from Itartn C-roima. At one* time many of them lived in the
Cowskin and the. Peters Prairie country in the northeast ;"
cornea oi' the Cherokee "Nation. Now nost of the docendents
are widely scauipred. " * <?•

Between Pryor a.:d Strang, in Hayes County, -is the old abandoned
V«eicn Scnool. Tnis old school was naaeJ for ort^ Bart welch, a
Cherokee who lived back in the early days of t. is country. •',-

Mr. .Veichhas relatives s t i l l living on the Indian Hcservation
in North C- roiina. He te l ls of the existence of a large 'white .

^- rock back th.-re shaped in the fora of an eagle, with 'sp?oad
".vings and t a i l . Its pistory and details' are vcr-ue, but it^ is

"wvy old and su ; oseaiy used in some cere.nonial r i t e . Aus'ley f

rer.e^Jbcrs long ,c£o th^t^nis father had obtained some of this "I
sane white rock of cnalk like substance, froa Georgia and useid
i t to make while lead ;e t icils. . \

Ausley recalls- days v;hen ne v:as a student at the Cherokee "ale
oeninaiy. The school football tean frequently played teaas from
other schools, students i'ron th^ir s is ter school, the rerxi
. ^eninary, were ;.ot allowed to cfce I3 the games. Llany of thex

students ha*d brothers at.C.L.b., ar.d naturally the-girls w,ere
; ifiperested in ^ne outcome 0^ the -games. A set of signals 'were

devised by use of flag v;aving. to kesp the girib lnforraed of
brogresb ar.d scored. «f.e never t̂.12 boys .r^J^ u score, the signal
was given rnd tno girls had a r rurty C'loer, rithougn ,ney could
not see the rane.

r> te l l t "of an Indian K-; . t isin; i:. i-h>3 ^':rt-\z country. Or c.
o •.:: .ay trie-KHhere'.'•: ^ j'^th r , t tn^ir churcr. t.nd r.,gm -he baptH ~:v~±
r i tual . -After oho indcor r i tual , ohe minister leads tl.jsc to b^

hr'-tizea ir. biagi^ il ia dov.n L long . . - ^ T - t r a i l to who cold
cl2ar vraters of the cr^ek. In* converted are clothed in clean.
wriVJ sheots. n i l daring the Spti'saal r i tes th<* Indians sing

'hjnrjis. Ke say: tnis was one of thp rriost i-n'rossivo cerer.onioc-
ne Hat pv r seen.

He te l ls th?X m .is Jio-ng days ne used to go with other Indianu
to gather huckiebrrried in Courthou e Hollow and on the hillsides
bo/{rdering Peters Prairie. Long ago this berry was plentiful in

i that country and trie Indians used to look for to berry season.


