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Index side B, recording time 2u min.; interview|time one hpur,
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Intormant: - Ullie Bennett, 9u yexrs oid, ol bepeca aneéstry,
)y o btran Conmunlty, Mayes ounnf, ‘Cklahgma :

4

Subject: atraug, Oklahoma, by COnp&PlbOP 1 1ot one of the old towns,
‘ and its beginning dates only from the egrLy part of 1900,
.% llowever, Lirs, Bennett has zoen 1to beginning, 1% growth to -.
1 a business \district three bLOC ¢s Long lined with stores on ’
‘ both sides, ‘and has geen iL die down to the oreseﬁt tﬁo
N country. stores amd a nost office,
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Irse Bernett isgnot a nutive of Strang VQbFUulty, but she is :
R the oldest perng living uhére. Sne was born in the southezst »

part of Kansas n tha (Klahome line and ceme to -the Strang .
comrunity about 19ilk. fore coming heré& she was 1n bad nealt
and per dochor had piven ner only six mpntns to.live. She thopght
by chaigin- to anothey-location might improve ner neaith, so she
ard her husbhand starfed -out by wagon. One ot their 1;;3* sto;

- was on Spavinaw Credk which they vound to be a beuutid B -— "~
Here in this area fhey decided to Tmake Uheir nome. Go ing across
uhe r*v~r they setfiled in the Strong area.where she has been-gince,
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/ btrang becaze a ffown begin.ing sometime absut 1910. ‘he first

erierprise .:as a sthek yards operated by Oid Man Strang, ana in

honor to Ahos StFang theown wus so nimeds The first Store jo

orarate in otrujf bro by tre Craig tamily wnich was contiyaueq, S

‘ ter Cld Aan vraigl, his son uranville, ana lo'tly by grand sh ! K

\ Jene,  it'wos rrpm bRis tamily that Craig Sounty, Cklahoma, wes .

Y niriea, About 1, 2 the Iron Mountain ﬁaw‘ro d vas Puilt thru

. : | otrang, or rut wau completen at Strang as the road was | ‘

consur.ctea Irqm hoth directions and met in the center of wnat «

is now tne main §irest inﬂt own. on thet, ﬁwyfﬁ?en the .wo sectiuns

ol trick were jb ned railrgaq olticiels und others gathered tp crive

a gold suvike to 'domplete the new erntir;risev  Tne raitroad wes

probubly tre incdhiive tor dhe town to boom Zid prosper, | Ohe recg; .

tnit thore wes a aree stocxxards on th. sduth part of tawn by the

*ral‘road Aer hoe now Lookg\ out of: “the oid rail.roaa Lea, and ut

» . one tiue Tor ¢ hlofk norih thare weie gr .t stacks of rhilrcad ties.
Auultlﬁg shiprment.,| Cn ine noﬁk side of ruin street nis Lob omith'.

crzan susvator, An25 was a Large ferming commuprity ot ne Ui arg

. mich crain and hoy pers shipped| “rrer; birs nge Joe mst, a Sl

j " bi~54 Cherokee, was\probably on& of the tiject hay snippers in the

’ © . coustry and lo.ded cib many coricads of nay tar oirke,

unireq otates, dar:
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- U."“'“OL’Q" matie Lravy (v "'f" t'rar

ziong Credd Javer, brﬁz"“né’ théjir ties und -

She remerbars (h&l scome nl ils snese uas e
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