
•June 11,

Index side B,x recording tine 2u min.j interview

Subject:

tine one hour,

Informant: • Ollie Bennett, 9 i y e \ r s old, oi Seneca ancestry,
Strahg Community," Llayes County, 'O-k.ahpna

\
Strang, Oklahjma, by comparison is not one/ of .the old towns,
and i t s beginning dates only fron one early part of. lyuO.
However, k r s . Bennett has 3:er: i t s beginning, ifc growth to •'.
a businessVtistrict three blocks lonr lined with stores on
both s ides , and has s e^ n ii{j ^ ^ downj to uhe present two
country.'stores and a post .off ice. -

L'rsV Bennett is*not a native of Strang C0[rr.unity, but she is
tne' oddest person l iving there. Sne v;as born in the southeast
part of Kansas ne?. r the Gtflahorna l ine and car.e to-the Strang „

about X9i.ii. $efore coming here^she was in bad neaitn
ner doctor had givafc ner only six i^jntns to.live.- She tno ignt

' J

by changing to anotne/-location nipht"reprove, jner nealth, so s!ie
and her huisband star/ed 'Out by wagon! One of th^ir f i r s t stoi
;.as on bpaxanaw Cre/k wh.ich ih*y t-ound to be a .be^uti-nLL-pia^!
H^re in th is area jThey decided to r.aki" oheir non:e. Going acrcjss

» riv^r they, s e a l e d in the s t rang ai^ea/.vhere she has been;since.

btrang b*ca:::e a tfown beginning sometime abtut 1910. 1he f i r s t
enterprise ,vas alstb^k y,Ards operated by Old 1'ah Strang, ana in
honor to Anos iitrang tne\own v;as so naned. The fir.it store | o
operate In atrarf; txj;c by tn* Craig lar.iiy vmich v.-as

grand3|tfh
was

About 1^2 the,Iron fountain iiailroad '..-as buil t ti>ru
otrang, or r ^ t ^ r -.yas completet} at btrang as tine road was \
consor^cten frdp! both directions and rtret in the center of wnat •'
is now tae nuio\ I t r ee t in % own. On tnat% naywKei; the uwo sect i jns
of tri.ck w r e joined'railroad off icials and "others 'gathered tp drive
a gold s^iice to'complete th^ new er.t^ri rise'* .Tie railroad was
probably /ore incentive for ihe town to boois and prosper. ' ^

ty Old Han Craigj, n^s son ui^anvilie, ar.a la' t l y by grand3|tfh
Gene.' ^f was'frbm tftia family tnat Craig County, GklahorA ,̂

\ tha
y , ^

t th.*re -.vas a larg*1 stocK^ards on tni. scJuth part of town'by th
! railroads Hi»r hsae now look-ou t on "the old r a i l roan bea, and at
, orie.tii.ie, for a block north thAre v/ei e gr ..t stackj of r,-^lrcad

ng- shipment.! On tne nor^n side of 7,.^^ s t ree t v.as
ei^vator. mi3 was a idrge f-<rr»ing' coirjuurity at cne t i

nuch gram and ncy V;ere shippei\ frrr. i trar.g. Joe .i*st, a .full
bi^od Cherokee, xis\probabiy one of the liz\^z hay s jr. th
country and loaded ,cut riany .caricaas of
United s t a t e s , iwaj.ycc/t, t i ^ ani l-:rr.b'
tre cornr.iunity and r
lands, iq"tne ^il'is ar.^ ~l:ng

tor -poirite ,ail
to Lh* ; roofer:' ty

ties

s i
l e r jser-e tc b».il, \ She rerr.eir.brrs f"::4t scc.e r.i -:.ts tn»re v;â  r.c
•-p lor tne L:ci'.vii:̂  Vafuie ar.d bqueallr.t: h?ra"zml.~.f. ioai^di fir» ' ", •


