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" Hubert Vann, , 7L years old, of Cherokee ancestry,
Martha Brown Community, Mayeu County, Oklahona
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‘Hubert is the son of Johnson Vann and Lizzie Ridge and was ¢ -

bozn and ralsed on Grand Raiver in the Martha Brown community,
Hubert nzs spent all of nis life in this area, and still has -

~--a part of his original Ipdlan allotment land.

\\F — § .
or most of his life he has been a farmer, and in his younger

days spent much time cutiang twper tor sowmills and hacklng
ties, Many chapges have céme to nis p%rt ot the country.

Most noticabie is the greaf decdreage in cuttivation tarm lends
and the disappcarg,te o1 tne-once fine timber stands. Jucn of
the good farming lands of his area zre~ now within Lhe ioverrwvnt
owned Ft. Gibson Lake srez, sore of which zre unindzted, Hé
comments on the government programs regea ding the reservoirs,
The Ft, Gibson Uaa was to serve, in orier, fgr flood control,
water congervation, ard recreation, ilow it would seem, with
a1l the foreign peopl®s going in a2 continuous cloud of dust to
the lake shores past his house; ‘it has furned out that receeation
for people foreign to this community is ‘the Ng. 1 purpose, amd
the other tfactors belng secondary. Tnis ract, along with others,
has megnt the end of homes for many Indians tnat used to live
on thls ‘west side of Grand River,

Of the marny Indians wno uged to live in the area along ine west
side of Grand Hiver trom the mouth of Chouteau Creek south to
to Flat Rock area included the famities of Tadpole, hwatateesee,
Turtie, Tucker, Habbit, anderson, Biackfox, Vann, valkingstick,
chd Fisher, He sgys no more than flze or six Indian.tamilies
renaln in this area, « -

In his eargy lite he remembers th* . Chouleau was vheir truding
center and ii was a busy ornd prosperous llt‘LP town in those
days. 1om Snodgrass had a .Lg.rge ®ardwere and inplement store =
there, Al Vandegrit operated tne grain eievator and hay tarn .
along the Katy .dailroad. at one .tine there were two banks on’
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~main street, wisdom end Lake eacn had large general rerczntile

stores. Grittin ailso haa z store.. In those early doys batter,
eggs, cream, z.d poultry were brought in to trade. At one tine
Chouteau wss one of the largest hay snipping points in the
country, and much grain and cotton was shipped ou’ also.
In inc earlier days ol his country theie were no bridges crossing
Gr.nd diver,‘ There wzs a main ferry on the river about where the
present State Highway 33 bridge is now. Near tFe ferty was a fora
nhich was also used wnern Lhe river was low, .



