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CLeora, a lit%le town of the olden days just south of “ernice enjoyed rmch

. the. same pleabures of living as did the other little settlements, - ./illiam
Thompson, a cherokee, operated a guneral store at Cieora tor more than half

a century. lr. Thompson too watched progress come  nd saw the waters of
Grand Lake inundate the beautiful old townsite of Cleora, After that stroke
Cleora mever recovered, though lir, ‘nonnsqg ruu in anotrer store about a mile
north of the'old place. No other business were replaced, and the town died.

Lnong the mar - prairies, bends, and other jareas marked by some topogranhic
arrangenent was Armstrong Bend, which was/located just south of Bernice on
Grand Rlver.f This crescent of rich rivey bottom ra ming land was orlglnaily
settled by the Cnerocee tamily of the armstrongs. Armstrong Bend also
dispppreared men the waters of Grand Lake rose. It is «ith.a note of s:zddness,
and not being atle to understand, that comes to the Indian as he stands on the
bank of the many man made Lakes., The/Indlan no longer can trevel at will to
a favotite tishing hole, noodie or giag tish nis way and at his plecsure, or
just enjoy the beauty of updesturbed/glear streams., What ne sees is 1no¥
pleasing, &s the write man hac lired/the Lake shores with boats, cabins, docks,
and "private" and "keep ouw" sizns, gorbnge and trash sirewn roads, bare hill
sides hulldozed, zrd the stench of fumes cnd smoke I'rom the increasing number
of indastries. .And yet, the Indian thinks, somecne has the gall to call his

former home "Green Country".
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On a more pleasant side, -Irs, Punch recalls the.days of long ago, when the
family joined many others to go to the Ocoee Indian Faar over on Mustang

' Creek, Hundreds of Cnerokess, .ith a good re;resentation of Shawnees and

- Delwares, c.me together each early rall to exhlolt visit, trade and enjoy
themsel ves, A big event at the four-day rair was "ﬂound dog beat*, a shoving
cnd display of hunting dogs. ’
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