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Few have been the events that occurred, or the people v.rno lived daring
her time that she "does, not remember, llur.ibered amoâ , the Indian families
of the Ebrnice co.ar.try were the f ie lds , welch, Fleming, Jennings, Brewer,
Countryman, Hildcrbrand, Caywood, and the many Ballai-d decendents.

Tnere are not many people lei ' t around Bernice who knew the old town. •'i<he
original s i t e of Bernice is now covered by many f et of water e'act of the
present town, ^'he original ^Bernice was not nn o^d t l ^ i n comparison.
I t s beginning was at the .location of the Needmore" po^t office and s tore .
In 1913 the K. 0. & G. railroad camp thru and the tov.ii built up to have'
several scores and b&siness places, . Typical of the old towns was the
public^well in the, middle of main s t r ee t . I t s school and churche's "./ere
the centers of coranunity ac t iv i ty : " Apparently, the townspeople sought'
a better "name for t h e i r town, and from several suggebtions a nâ ue was
chosen. The name casae from Ifoss l.iode,~wh'oce daughter vrs named Bernice.
The town enjoyed many-enterprises in i ts"ear ly days, supporting a livery
stable, poultry house, hotel, lumber yard, and pool n a i l , along with other
establishments. S&me of the early ^cy merchants- v.\:re L'iller, Stovep,

iV'6rks, e t a l .

Long before there v/as a town of Bernice there lived tr.'3 -'alien la^AJy just
south of the present town. This family established a cemeteiy on top of
a lone h i l l which now overlooks the lake. Started about ltttu this burial
place nas now been abandoned to the elements. At one ti;..e Easier sunrise
services were held there.

But, the .Taller: Ceme-tery like so many .otVer' tnings have given way to the
new. Bernice. no longer- sees the farriers coiae to town with hay and gram
to ship, or butter,> egL;s, and cream to s e l l . Instead, Bernice is a re-sort
and retirement community populated with new people foreignand indiffex^-nt
to what once was. The older 1 era l ies car: be counted possibljr on <bhe
fingers of one hand now. ,

Mrs. Bunch remembe: s as a - l i t t l e g i r l the times when her family would t ravel
to th? home of another Indian where tney vou-id haVe- thvir religious >vor/ship.
'J-'nen the Indians did not have cnurch buildings end v;c .Id hold ^r.oir* neiitings
in .one of the homes, or under a brash arbor during -th«? summer. A prominent
meeting place was a t the home of Charlejr .'.ork, z fvli blood Cherokee.

,She recal ls the old days when they would travel to Vinita by vragon to get ^
supplies. Usually i t w s a two-day' t r i p just to get th^re. In bad vrlnter
weather, or .when the creek was up, their t r i p would extend ir.to several days.'

Mrs. Bunch talks about tne days v.r: er. she \-ILO asfade.\t GA t.ne Ch^roke0 lenaie
seminary. Of the Ballard family, her s'ist-jr Janana Bdilcrd was probably on*
01 the best known and prominent of early t eachers . ; 6>:e graduated i'rom tne
Seminary in 1890 and was an educator among the.^Ch^rokee.s and in the CneroKee
Nation most of ner working l i fe t ime. Mrs. Bunch has preserved many pictures,
papers, and a r t i f ac t s pertaining to her Seminary days.

Her i'trs.t recollee-tions of l i f e are of tne old family he me 6n "Grand River in
the Oldfield Bend'country. Tne f i r s t country store was at a nearby crossroads


