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Few have been the events thzt oecurred, or the people wno lived during
her time that she does. not remember, uuxbe‘ed awoub the Indian tamilies
of the Bernice country were the Fields, Jelch, Fleming, Jennirgs, Drewer,
Countzyman, Hildcrbrand, Ceywood, and the many Ballard decendents.,
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There are not many people Lert around Dernice who knew the ,1d towm. The
original site of Dernice is now coweied by maty et of water 8"‘"1’. of the
present towh. <he origiual ‘Bernice was not an o}d tiﬁﬂ”ln comparison.
Its beginning was al the location of the Needmore pout oifice and store,
In 1913 the K. O. & G. railroad came thru ard the tovm built up to have’
" several shores and bdsiness places, . Typical of the old towns was the
public well in the middle of main ;trnet Its school and churches were
the centers of cormunity activity. Apparently, the townspeople sought’
& better mame for their town, and from sevrral Suggeuulons 4 name was
chosen, The name camé trom Ross lode, whoce daughter wrs named Bernice,
The tovm enjoyed many-entcrprises in its early days, supp ortlng a livery
stable, pouLtry house, hotel, Llumbcr yard, and pool nall, along with other
‘establishments, Sbme of the early Joy merchants wore liller, Stovey,
wallerm, works, et al, ‘
\Long betore there was a town of kernice therc tived tre .allen tamvly just
south of the present town, This ramily established & cemetery on top of ’
a lone hill which now ovcilocks the leke, Started about 1880 this burial
place nas now been abandoncd to the elements. At one tire Lasjer sunrise
services iere held there, ' )
" But, the Wallen Cemetery Like so many.otrer tnings have given way to the
new, Bernice . no longer-sees the farmers come to tewn with hay «nd grain
to ship, or butter,. eg;s, and cream to sell. Instead, Berrice is a resort
and retirement community populzted wiih new peopile toreignand indiffercnt
o what once was, The older 1cmilies can be cow.ted possibly on dhe
fingers ot one haird nov. ‘ . -
Mrs, Bunch rem°ﬂbe~s as a-little garl the times whea ter family would travel
to the pome of zncther Indian wiere they wouid have their rel. gloub worship.
Inen the Indians did not have cnurch tuildings cnd we.ld hold sheir'meytings
in one of the homes, or under a brush arbor darﬁui the summer. A prominent
meeting place waos at the home &f Charley lork, z full blood Cherokee.
" She recails the old days when they would trovel to Vinita by wepon to get o
supplies., Usuzlly it w s & two-day irip just to gev there. In tad winter
weather, or ithen the creek wcs up, their trap would e.w nd irlo several days.

s. Bunch talks ‘atout tne doys wien ohe wos o stident of ine Cherokee ierale
Seminary. Of the Bz1lord family, her sistor Jarana ballzrd was probably one
ot the best known and prominent of early tezchers. : ohe graductea from ine
Seminary in 1890 and w:s an educator among the Cherokees and in the Cnergkee
Nation most of her working tifetime, Nrs, Bunch hes preserved many nictﬂres,
papprs, and artitacts pertcining to her Seminafy days. '
Her tiist recollections of life zre of the oid family hcme 6n Grand River in
the Oldfield Bend'tountry. Tne tirst country store was at a nearby crossroads
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