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Index side A, recording time 25 min.j inter/iew time l^ hours.

Informant: . Zo -Halliard -Bunch, Bernice, De-iav.'̂ re County
Oklahoma. An 82-year "old'Cherokee..

Subject: Her grandfather, Arch B a l l a d , who live'd from l'b±3 to Ib7i , .
was one 6£ the f i r s t . se t t le rs to establish along Grand "River *
in the e^rly dcys -of Indian t e r r i t o ry , and lived out his **_
l i f e in What i s ,now the Bejfaice community. He- li^yed en the
west sid^ of the river ;and farmed extensively and was a ieader
among the early day Indians who came to s e t t l e here. Arch '.
established the 'early day Ballard? Cemetery." ,But this'' sac red # v
place stpdd in ' the v;ay of whitenah progress, sometimes looked
on by Indians as modern pi i iage. ' Vi'ith the coming of the .Grand
River Dan the Ballard Cemetery w&s mo \ed up on the h i l l north
of Bernice. In repr i sa l , i t could well be that the Ghost of
Archibald Ballard cones to haunt the whitecian to-day.

In those earJy tir.es" the Bailards iiyed in what was known as"
Old field Bend. Tne Oldfie Ids were also Cheroke'es who came to •
Indian Territory in the forced removal'from the Eastern s t a t e s . ,
This was long before 'Wp establishment of̂  the towns that now
surround' the, countryside. Downingvalle, w>tcn l a t e r became,,
Vinita, and Seneca, L'o. A ."ere the nearer of trie-, trading posts .

< • ; • >

Zo Ballard was born in the OlriiiefT 3end country arid has spjisnt
most of her l i fe in the-community. She was the daughter f
V.illiam and Cnariotte Bailai-d. Her mother was Cnariotte ^
from the' C-ner©kee fariily of L'ayes Tho lived farther dov/n thje
r iver . Zd married Oscar Buncn, a Cnerohep irom the old I1 l i n t
Dis t r ic t of the Cherokeo-I.'aticn.

One- of the firut scnjfbls -to be established in her conrnur.ity was
IIee.dmore. -he scncoJ. tool, i t s name from a'condition rather than
a place or parson.. Schools an th^ose e. rly Hays were fev; and far
betv/e-en, and possibly »'\h' '-'need" ior "mere" educational' faci l i t ies*
prompted ihe designation, ^t was here th t slie f i r t t faced the'
co ld ' r ea l i t i e s of '-e'tting' an" ed'a-eation.. After finiSuhin,: school at
Needmore', she attended the Gnorokee^ppale Seminary A V/itn much
pride she mentions the fact that she is the-niece of\ J6el--ayes
ana Samuel Hayes,' both-s£ mom s-i-rvpd as Principal Cniei; of the
Cherokee Nation* " \

> \
In^ner la te ye art now, blind ±r.± laving aloiie,, V-TS, Bu\r:ch l i v e s *
a hapr/ and contended l i fe f i l l ed with many memories of olden
time-s, places, and events. Grartd Lake now covers ner Indian
allotment. From.her l i t Lie hone :.n I-Vmice many friendb and
neighbors come to v i s i t oiten, • \
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