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the window, nearJy gett ing his neck broke. The next day someone astked nim
what napperied, and ha said he thought they yrere mad at him and nearfo" k i l l ed
him. Then, as to-dajL i t took a l l kinds to, make up "the cbifcnunity, -knd some
survived vrtiile others! paused permanently by! the wayside. I • ,

Mr. Davis nas l ived i
came here .from the De
place. The strong an<

the Tailholt community rdr 72 ye:.rs. V.hen ha firjst
ware Di s t r i c t i t was.very much a wild and unset t led

hardy had cleared 14 nd and bui l t Homes. L i t t l e i i rn s
were' scat tered up add tiown Caney Creek and on i t s t r i b u t a r i e s . He [ reca l l s
that some of the families l iv ing there >then were the Chr i s t i e s , Vahns,
Sanders, W Unites," '.VolJL No f i r e , Squi r re l , Adairs, e t c . .In those _ d
family raised and grewltheir l iv ing , but p<j>or- as they vie r e , no one
hungry and each nad at keas t one change ofjclothes, in those early
the word "road" was usek rath-T loisely, ; and he says they did not hav& any
roads, and'some places 4ou couJLd hardly 'gep over then on horseback, aefi",'
recal ls when farms were |cultivatedjwith s t e e r s , \-.nci then came, horses
mark"progress.

t ;!r. IDavis remembers v,ras puu in by a Cherokee by
fromlthe Goingxnake D i s t r i c t . Be£6re that time

.e ,

•n !

ir. ;

The first store ths.
of Grigs by who came
does not know wno the sto\pekeepe\ri| were. J>ho f i r s t store he recalls b1

down and a 'tis.n by .name oilSwepso^ fauiit <~ store across the road. L^t
Hug V.'iiiis bought the stole and ibpprcted i t for thirty or r/iore ye^rs.
Willis rvas been known by nuiny aifectionateiy as the "Mayor of Tailholt"
In years1'gone by'Tailholt fias nad 'a school and a church, but only the
l i t t l e cfturcn remains now.

Mr. Davis| relates that the& runs a stretch of limestone and slate rock
underground' and provides thj? finest water one would -.Vc.nt. A drink of hi;
well vfatet proved his clair.l Iu. te l ls that Jewel Citron used this qualit]
water to':r}ake whiskey 15 J6!2^ ^go^ -nd i t was supurb nectar. Ole Wiley
>Viicon v/asl the lawman in thdse pcrts then, and he'will be remembered with
mixed feelings -for having destroyed C^tron^s enterprise.- Poor old man
Catron had'<a wife arid a housfcfull of kids end vras just trying to get by. ,
Tne judge iiever did anythinr;|w: th him, except to try to show him the evils'
in his cr af t ,

Jen" tel ls that Cherokee" Ccinjby at one tir..e probably supported more outlay
than," any other county in the tountry. I.!a:Ty of these Ibbin Hoods he knew ; 5
personally, isuch as Ky C^nnlft, Budcljf McLr.in, Brackeot, bmokey Bovies, and* |
others. He isa5rs he heard the Ishot when they killed Ky C a rxiie. < Buddy . \ \
Me Lam v;as killed the dair be i ore ^ust'-^ast of Tallnolt by U. S. liars ho
liianj' good "ieji were killed in these h i l l s , but -.any o. S. Liars hails and,
lavraen -.vorc also laid low to keep things in balance. Cn^rley bracket and \
his gang were f i i i l l y icillecf during a ban!: ro'r.ber}' \r. Missouri. The sriic |
fate :.;et ihc ^rice Brothers and their g-ng Y;5ien they tried to hold up a \
bank ih Arkansas. It would s^en that when the 6tr ip Payment vas made ih

the f i rs t thing many men did was to buy a uincnecter and a Colts pis toi
i
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and, go into private p r a c t i c e / i


