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Jert Davis, B3-year-old bhnroxeea Tailhott
cvommunity, Cherokee County; Oklahima - . ‘
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High upon the ridge .above the clear watero of Caney

Creek is the tittle community of Tailholt., No one '
can remember how.long &z little couniry store has been

in business, but the dust of many years rises and .
settles about the store and the few hcouses to-day as:

it did before Oklahoma became a state, The community

has ?een home to marny. .

At the beginning of, the Cherokee Nation in 1839, the
Eagle family were some of the first to settle along
Caney Creek and in the country we know now as Jsuhillau.
The Keys ramily were also among the Cherokees who came
to this wilderness rrom Georgia ir 1939, and & stone
from their original heme rireplace js preserved and
inscribed "Frof tnc Keys Home, built in (841", Around
the Keys horie was built one of the first t"adlng posts
in the new Cherokee Mation., Built by the Keys tamily,
the store settlement took its name‘from the Cherokee

Bagle ramily (in Cherokee the word for Lagle is wa-hi-la). -

Tailholt is such ¢ close neighbor, .hoth Locatioas ars
almost s-oken of as one area. -

01 tnis country the Sanders were perhaps the most nmumercus
and mery of them quite promirent in Cherolee ztirelrs. John
il., George O.,, «nd Sam Sanders held high positions in the
Cherole. covernment. Sosme were not so bend as was Little
George who nad a mean streak and would fight atf che le,st
orovoc.tinn, His beniy also lead to nis undoing, as one day
he tock z dislike for his brother-in-law and ceme gugning
tor him, Tnis was .itile Jueorge's undoing, ‘as he was buried
the next day. ¢The tyxpayers of thut doy were spared many
of tne expenses of court triails, sherifts' truvel, eic, zs

many tirme seitlement of arguements @id difrevences was simple |

and quick.- Such was the cage 2t Tailholt in its €arly days
when Nick Sunders and George Chrictie sguared away' in the
midaie ot thet same dusty rozd. Nick was not so lucky as -
seven ren went to the Sanders ramily cemetery cecrby and
ofly six came back., On one of those carly days ‘iooley
;Jim tock oitense at Sam Groundnog car:y*nv oft his jug of
whlskey, and so tracked him dovm and shot hin dead,
Thereupon, ne retriaved nis jug and weni cbout his affairs,
Oze.ni ht several of the commmunity gathored at the log scheol

house tor a party and dunce. Though a 'social error on the pait

of the Entertainment Bommitiee, Watt Vann was not invited,,
Jaut telt that his presence vas not desired and went to the
ﬂurty in a foul mood with the intention of breaking up the
social atfair, He barged irnis tne middle of the festivities
and made known his intermtions. He.was promptly thrown out
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