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In eariier days the Wing School was used for a church before other churches
in the commniity were established. Wing School was also a meeting place for
community activitie#, including box suppers, voting p.Lace, and other activities,
However, when the wyeather permitted many of the. Ind:.ars conducted their church '
meetings out in the ‘woods, ° ., _ - x
The Bunch Cemetery on tne hill west of town was’ started Sy the Cherokee family
Choates;.as one of the earlier markers shows a burial there in 1875. ‘here are
many unmarked graves there, and it is believed the cemetery was started many
years betore 1875. Many Cherokee families have used thls burial place, but
now it seems to have been taken over by white peop.Le. The Indlaxs row use the
South Bunch Cemetery some three miles s/outh ‘of the town, . o
Some fnty-iive years ago when Mr, Ray came to Bunch, he used to ‘buy track ties:
fog,ne railroad, This was rough count and hard to travel in years ago. There
to be a'collection point for ties near the oid Grey School and it would take
all day to go there an back tg get a load of ties and it was not over five or -
six miles away. In tha he bext of roads were just wagon tracks running
thru the woods and around f#the hill sides.
Mr, Ray remembers when the country around Bunch was all neavy brush and tlmber.
In this valley where Sallisaw Creek flows southward, he says the only Tnole!
vas that made by the railroad, and in the summer it would get miserably'hot,
as no breeze could get in, Since that time the valley has been cieared: for
nomes and fields and there is a good summer breeze all the time, In that earii-r
time people uged to get chills, and\he recalls selling as much as ten cases 6f
chill tonic a week. Arter tne Indlwcleared a lot of the valley land and
dralned the sloughs tno chill atfiiction went away, and it is seldom heardof now,

1915, a flood come downs SaJ.lisaw Creek, The damage and destruction wiped out homes
and crops, livestock and arw’cnmg in its path, He says his st up at the foot
of the nill had eight inches ofwate nding in the flooW. This meant thut the
normal twenty-foot, creek nad spreag/out over a quarter of a mile wide. The flood
washed away tne grist. will, which fras never replaced. lgny places, the railroad
£ill was washed out *and the - tr¥pckd were lett up in the air.

Not a.Lways has it been peace and serenity in this vaJ.ley. 9&3, as well as in

Mr. Ray recalls' }iays of GU years ago.wnen he used to meet the midmgnt traln to
pickup up or deliver expé'és. Many was the time when outlaws would get off or on
tne train, The outliaws lived and hid in the adjoining Cookson Hills. Some of them
Mr, Ray kniw and many were strangers, but they never bothered him, even tnougn the
midnight opportunities were ripe.

Tm.s part oi Adaar county has ‘always ‘been a wild game country. The rough hills
and valleys are ideally suited to deer,; turkey, eik, panther, wolLves, and bobcats,
Ihe cLeared spots in the valleys are a natural habitat for small game and birds,
Some targe and beautitul rattlesnakes "have been takén within a half mile of Buncn,
On the walls of the old country store are hides of rattiesnakes six or more feet
lepg, and over twe.l.ve inches wide.
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