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Mr. Henry ref lects on the many changes tha t have cyme to his home country,
ifiitn the advent of statehood came the "sectionizing of land, and building of '
roads along the. section l i n e s . Statehood seemed to open fully the invasion

-and advance of wnite people onto Indian lands. Throughout history i t would
seem that the,Indian was destined, to always be on the short end of any deal
involving white men, and the loss of Indian land was -one such matter. Few now
would be any of the 'lands in Rogers County that belong to Indians. White ' *
peoples dominance and enviousness wî Ll eventually see that no lands are
owned by the Indian people. I t seems a way of l i f e that.some things .must be,
ior some peoples, The Indian accepts some things that have come his way,
just like he aQce'pts insects , snakes, and hard'1 times. .. j

Pen never" got to.know tjds grandgather, Eli jah Pickermah, but remembers his
mother t e l l ing about him. He made many, t r ips with wagon t r a i l s to California,
and usually served as >scout and t r a i l 'guide. »-\ •>. ' .
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g ago prairie fires woald br>.ak out and were most dreaded^, as they would
destroy buildings, crops, rain fences, livestock, and hay mounds. Ben recalls
one year.they lost lots of raii-.fencing. He and his -brother made l5ut) fence
rails, that*year to-replace their burned fences. In tnose days tne best rai ls
were made -from red oaK'and .post oak logs,

-Among many things the^ Cxaremore area is"noted for i t s radium water. Long before
white peopibe cam© into this, country tne Indians knew about and used tfater 'from the
sulphur and saline spring^ for medicinal purposes., *ariy i^ Cl^remore's history
healtn seekers,came to batne and drink of nature's.health giving liquid. Claremore's
favorite ,6 oh^, A i l l Rogers, was in England one time, and was! telling of tne heaitniui
water.at this town. An Englisnman, acknowledging the.information said "I see, Isee."

then told him, nXou dont have to see it," you can smell i t I", '


