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Infoz;mant.: ., Ben Henry, Bl-year-old Cnerokee, Washington Cbnnnun_i_t}","‘
o Rogers County, Oklahoma. . B

% . . W ' } .
Subject: .. In the early days of the Cnerokee Naticn, the second locatn.on of
. - the district courthouse of the Coo—wee-scoo-wee District was at’™
)y ‘ Kephart, (or Sulphur Springs). This would ke about seven miles '
.- north 6% tne city of Claremore and & littleleast, This area has
‘ © long been known as the Dog Creek country, o iginally designated - -
as Black Dog but dhprtened for s:.mplicity. Also, in this afea
was the Washington community.. It is this c untry‘ that Ben Henry,
was bom and has been here- all these 8L yea

This is a h:uly, wooded and sandy area, a part of a range of hills
. beginning far to the north, poscibly in Kansds and extending-far .
_to the south across Oklahoma. These hills fdr this area are known
variously -as Dog Creek Hills, White Oak Hillsl, Shagbark Hills and
by other names,. Ih the olden days. this couhtry was ail Indisn‘ . .
settléments including Tiawah, Sequoyah, Oowali, Foyil, Justice,
Sageeyah, Wa:shington, Bushyhead, end otners. , o

A few of the old families who he.l.ped set’ele thl& part of, the Cnerokee L

: Nation were Ward, Falling, Ne.Lm, Tiricup; ' Henry, Downing, Smoke, Link,

- ' Ofield, McIntosn, Keys, Ne.Llems; Hicks, T:Lckeate:‘, and Foreman. -Others.™

who also added their etfforts and labers to the building of homes, farmmsg,

and comminity life were the Lanes, Rogers, Ragsdales, Englands, and - ~ -
Mitchells. These were a hardy.people, God-fearing, @nd industrious.

.The modern roads, schgols,. towns, beautiful farms stand as momxments,, _

to these Indian pioneers, o ‘ A L z

. Mr, Henry first attended the. Washington School, in 1895, He recalls
~- that -Sam Sanders, a Cherokee, was-one of the tegchers., Sanders was -
g not one to ‘tolerate any toolishness and expected all of his students
) to apply themselves weil to the business of.learning.while thej were
in his charge, Mr, Henry remembers that Préfessor Sanders applied
.the paddle to twenty-four boys one day . Another of the school .
teachers ot that olden tq,me was -Cyrus Wnitman, Whitman was a one-
armed man, dnd he .also kept a well disciplined and orderly schoél.
+ He says that'in those days there was no protests, demonstrations, =~ -
\ marches,’ and disturbances as we have to-day, and parents supported .
b the teachers, This® meant that%hen the kids got a wnippmg at
school, they mo$t likely would get another when they got ho Ben .
wonders often what hab happenedfin the last fit{y years that as n
p brought on the mass disregard ior respect, manners, courtesies and
_ family .concern that was kll so diffepent in his young days..
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. The conmmnity of Washlngton was located on the north side of Dog
- - Creek and served as the hub ot activity for.a large area, Here i
was the country store run by ClLaude Medlock. "This. was a large -
stone building, as was the nearby church._ Then just east of the =~ = .
_ church was the Washington Cemetery which was established by the
B Falling family sometime betore the Civil War, West of the store
Was Washington School « South of the school near the creek was
. a l¥rge sorghum mill, and a saw mill. Tne original store for the
‘community was in the old log building méar the school house which -
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