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(This is Boh Mlller and Boyce.Ilmmons in the Walter R. Hamllton home 1n
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El. Reno, Oklahoma. We are golng to v1sit with Mr. Jess Rowlodge and let him
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tell us somethlng about hig personal life agd hi's relatlonship umth s tribe. ,
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Some of the stories he has told-us today a WFlCh 1 thlnk are very 1nterest1ng,
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»'" and I h0pe ‘he can remember the stories. he has told us because they are worth

.
¥

.recording;\ So, I m goxng to ask’Mr.‘Rowlodge Just to klnda visit with us

‘\\\\ here, and J 1k about anyth1£; he wants to\talk about. T ma;'interesned
\ P rticularly, in the orlgln of his nhme, and something about the Arapaho name '
/and what they called themselves.ln'the o‘d days..,Mr. Rowlodge, you cén Just/

WT/ start off now and visit;with us here.)\. | .j“ ] ( -’ o

¢ EARLY HISTORY OF THE ARAPAHO TRIBE - : . S CoL
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Well, it's good that you gentlemen came over thlS nlce day of Easter in my
# ( v

. SOn-1n~law s home, and of the family I ve v1s1ted and’ we have thls afternoon
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. to ourselves, free to dlSCUSS and/%alk over the problems that yon axe interested
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" in As to my famlly backoronnd my folks on my , father s side came from Montana
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' otherw1se known as “Black Feet Gros Ventre."‘ Out of the VYGros Ventre” stock,
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my dad was orlginally from the Arapah%ii'Now the "Gros Ventreﬁ'at the time
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known as*the ‘Ar aho branched’ off from Arapahoadurlng some hard W1nter,vwhen
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game was short. They, of course, depended on buffalo, elk and deer. Got their
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meat in the w1nter, so they took a portion of it. .They drlfted north to some
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: other trlae, became affrliated w1th the' A831n1bdin, whlch is & Siouxan stock
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Ihere they 11ved with them Had plenty of game, and they re still wdch them
. today But of course, marrxages and this and that started and that s vhere
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» my father wasLborn and reared. He came north 1n,early in life with two sisters

One marrled a Frenchman nationalxty and" they came south to the Arapaho country
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;» in the Black Hills 1n South‘Dakqtatand on into Wyoming. And my father's other

sister married an Arapaho chief who was raised there., And how I got my name,
was from that time on he was out with his brother<in-law's who used him as a



