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- Among the early stores put in were uhose by John Swain, W.O0. Fallentine,
Cox Brothers, Julius Cox was the first man to have an automobile agency
‘ ; . i

and handled Fords. - ‘ - / /

Th his early days at Vinita, thete' was 'no funeral home. Burkhaltér

' | ¢ . .
was the first to put in an undertaking/parlor. Before his venture into

the funeral home business Burkhalter was in the farm implemént pusine4s,
' ' / 9 . ‘(
and in 1920 established Burkhalter Funeral Home. 1In about 192&’Luginbue1

established themselves in the undertaking business. However, Pefore the’ ]
establishment by Burkhalter of a regular funeral home, J.K. Ta&lor and ' f/
Levi Pageeach applied themselves with early day knowledge in cndertaking
and did some work in this profession. |

- In the early day educational atmosphere in Vinita was'the Willie /
| ' l“‘ ! y
Halsell Academy. Halsell's three children attended thiis institution.

It was here.in attendance one who brought fame to himsélf and Oklﬁhome,

‘ ’/ :s ; b
whose \name was Will Rogers. Early country schools of 'the Vinitakvicinity
/ - -

i

was Cobb School that used to be located about where thel main gate tol
. - . i
Eastern State Hospital is now. Some thr@e miles southeastﬁof Vinita was
' \

‘ /
the Sequoyah School. Following them came Ironside, DupreeL,Kelso, nd

!
Landrum. P
In the days before enbalmlng for burial, he worked with others one
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day diggi&f a grave for a buriel. The deceased was to be #urled in a

- |
bronze vault. After the graveside services, the sextoT ‘and others worklng
. \ ‘ R l

with him, were waiting for the bronze vault to come in on the afternoon

train. But the&véult did not come in, so the internmjht was completed
. N | | . )
\

with theﬁcas*et}in the rough ?oﬁ. However, on the next tra*n”late;in the

i .. “ ! } :
evening ithe bronze vault did/come in, and the workmen were %alled fo reopen
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the graye and put the wooder casket in the vault and ,rebury., ’ They’workéd
» v i i
; ‘ / ‘ - ) v [ ]
into the night{ A doctor was summoned to oversee .the work. \As they removed
,/ / ! { v l .



