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Informant: Robert Whitebird, Qnapgw
Miami, Oklehoma’ -
Interv1ewed by: Peggy Dycus
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. Traqscribéd,by: Peggy Dycus L~
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(This is Peggy Dycus, ‘atid I'm here at Mrs. Nieberding's house again,
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Bob Whlteblrd Bob, I'11 let you tell them your name and your tribe.,
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and could you tell us just a little bit about yourself?)

Y am Robert-Whitebird, and I'm Quapaw tribe. I attended Haskell \

Institute and also public schools’ at Quapaw, Oklahoma.
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CURRENT CONDITION

My tribe is a small(tribelcomparedhto many of the-western g;ibes. We

OF QUAPAW TRIRE _ -

are one ow the elght tribes in Ottawauﬂoﬁnty Many of ourwcustoms are

-

gone at this time.

commlttee that is

/,’\l tribe has no chief. é/;f does have a business -

elected every two years. They hold a pow wow which

they call the Quapaw Pow WOw each year in July The Fourth of Juiy

being, I'd say, one of the main dayo. By]phat I mean, they always ob-

serve the Fourth.
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However 1t may start-on the Fowfth of July somes years;

§

in other years it may end on the Fourth of July. Many ‘'of the customs, '

.
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or practically all the customs,. are gone. There is some mnaming, some ‘
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Indian names given now, very- few. Burial cuskoms have changes, the past

»

few yesgrs.

(You mentioned that the burial customs have changed.)
Burigl customs have changed. What I have been taught and what others

have been taught - there has beeh confiict at times..:In one Fnstance
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. I was assisting in one burial. 41 a351sted in the next burlal with

the same personf

In the two, the customs were somewhat different,
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