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economc, political, and financial posmion of people of Georgia, Car‘olinas, anmd
other eastern states common to the Cherokees in the early L8U0s and up until their
removal in 1838-39, the Ridge family were people of influence and wealth, John
Ridge, tor one, brought a numberof negro siaves with him to the Indian Territory,
and at once began clearing, fencing, farming and other pioneer gettlemént work ,
in the New Country. One of the egro slaves was one known only as Peter, and
whé~was considered as a foreman or lsader among the Bidge-owned slaves. It is .,
believed that out of respect and Love of thls slave, John R:Ldge named tne. large
flatland area for him, accoun‘bs of the assination of the two. Ridge men
on that day in June, .:.839 $been told, and Mr, Fields, who was born and raised
in that area, tells ot this same event in the early history of the Indian Natiom
Probably, the last remaining J,andmark of the beginning of the Indian Nation dating
from the coming of the Cherokees on the Removal is what is now known as Polson
Cemetery. The name comes from a family of whites who came in and seftied on the,
old Ridge place ju st after the @ivil War, The graveyard was originally known
as Peters Prairie ‘éemete:y, and according to ‘monuments there was first used in
1839, © Mr, Fields wes visiting the cémetery one year at Memoriat Day observance
in the company of an oid timer by name of Billy Stevens, Mr, Stevens had lived
the areg most ot his life, As they talked Mr. Stevens pointed to a grove of
es just northeast of the cemetery and said that was where John, Ridge's home
was located, He sajd that Mr, Ridge had a Large number of siaves, and that at
the east sideof tne Polson Cemete:y there were accounts of many.negros having
been buried there. It is believed that when Jonn Ridge and Major Ridge were
killed there on their homé places mary of their slaves who tried to aid tnem
~were also killed, and all buried in what is now tne well known cemetery of that
'areas Adjoining the grave sites of tne Ridge tamily is the ‘graves of tne Watie
family, including that of General 'Stand Watie. Stand Watie, among others, nad
been marked ror assination on that tateful day, but he escaped to live another
thirty years. Tragic as were the events tnat untoided even atter tne Chferokees
began their new lLife in the Indian Terrn.‘oory, tne even‘os also spoke ror a people
of strong beliets gnd convicahions, and who were not afraid in tne face of odds.
*he Pro- znd Con- tactions of tne Removal Treaty Parties, the Nighthawks, the
Keetoawahs& and others did liftle to unify the Cherokee Nation tor many years.
Tragic again it was that tne advent 6f thne Civii War seemed to work as a blegsing
in disguise to bring about tne final umity of the Western Cnerokees. This unity
did exist for the Cherokee Nation for some forty years, until the ever-loving
whitemsn brought it %o an end with the statehood movement. Witnout compassion,
concern, or reservation the flowery strokes ot the pen creating Oklanhoms, did in
fewer tiowery strokes provide the death wreath ending forever the. Cherokee Nation,
the Indian way of Life, and the beg:.nnmg of other trails ot tears that will last
until the end of time, oL
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On the north end of Peters Praitie near the site of tne oLd pioneer town of Dodge

is the Bud Fields Cemetery. Bud Fields was an uncie of JessFields. It is believed
that Ezekiel Fields (1789 - 13939) was another of the first pioneer Gherokee settiers

to establish in this northern part of the Cherokee Nation. Ezekiel Fields is buried
here, It is told that the elder Fieids got caught in d grass prairie fire and was
killed on this prairie, and mgy have been one of the first to be buried there, anhough
some of the unmarked grave may have becen there before his death, ,
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