
It seems so strange what little attention is given the future
of both our people and our government. We live in the immediate
present, apparently unmindful of the future. Yet thoughtful
people should remember the past and profit by it, and expect the
future.

Education is found in every advertisement, in every new
movement, and in every published "new thought." Those kindly
but foolishly sentimental persons who continually drool of
recreation places,play grounds, and diverting sports for the
younger generation are doing the youth of our land An irreparable
injury. Continuously their minds are directed toward frivolous
things that unprepare them for the future struggle for a living.
"Supervised play" is stressed to the exclusion of strengthening
work. Children are given playthings and toys ready for their
enjoyment. It would be much more constructive to given them
the materials for their toys and urge them to construct their
playthings. This would exercise their imagination and enlarge tleir
constructive ability. Constructive minds would result instead of
simply play!ul ones.

The foundation for the character of a person is made in the
very tender years of each person. The superstructure is imposed
thereon as the years go by. If those years are occupied by the
parents and adults in inculcating a playful and irresponsible

g character;what chance is there for the child coming into the
practical maffairs of life? But the parents and the adults them-
selves enjoy the giving of pleasure to the young,never thinking
of what the result of that endulgenoe will be upon the child.
The FUTURE is never considered.

A boy can and does enjoy a"stick horse"with more fervor than
any of his other toys;one that he has "rigged" up himself. It
costs nothing and the expensive "hobby horse" is left neglected
for the simpler toy. But in giving the more expensive toy the
parent indulges his own tender feelings and considers that he has
done great things for the child. He is mistaken. He has deprived
the child of finances that should have been thriftily laid away
for th•te years when the education of the young man could have
improved his mind and efficiency for the more important affairs
of life. And in doing so the imagination and constructive ability
of the youth has been restricted.

The same philosophy enters into the management of government
affairs. The future is ill considered, the present emphasized.
The foolish and destructive expenditure of huge sums for the
present generation entails a penalty upon the future generation.
This is pure selfishness, with all thought to the "now" and none
for the morrow. We have a greater duty than this. We have a
duty to our children and our neighbor's children to protect them
from the vices that afflict the present generation. We give no
thought to this angle of any question, all our thoughts are given
to the present. Principles of government that will assist and
strengthen the masses are forgotten in the rush to aid and assist
the individual. $ach a policy will result in disaster.
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