Oklehoma City, Cklahoma,
May 9th, 1238,

Mr. Glen Frank,
¢/o University of ¥Wigoonsin,
mdison, Wis.

Dear Mr. Frank:

Your srticles conesrning timely torlor annesr in one
of our dsily vapers. I read them with intereast, snd I truet, with
appreciation. HNsturslly, your discuselion hse largely concernsd the
depression in economic conditions. It has sleo touched on the meas-
ura: being tsken with the announced intention of furthering improve-
ment.

It would be of temuvorary henefit only if better gondi-
tions could be only temporary. In snalyriag the benefit of the
mezgures taken we must necessarily review the sauses of our preesent
condition. Eriefly stated, they are as followe:

1. The folly of masnkind,
2. The Yorld wWer,

d. Inadecusgy of our government,

, 4. Inadequacy of our Tinancial and industrisl machinsry
and narsonnel.

I ehall sndeavor to discure thege hrisfly and in order,
1. The folly of mankind.

Qf oourse, thie orimary cause hasg existed since the
beginning. From it flowe 211 the 1lle of mankind. It eannot *=
eliminated. It can only bte restreined snd lesgened,

?. Ths %Torld Wsr.

The World ¥ar, ss others in the past, weg the direct
result of the folly of mankind. Thers ig 1ittle that one country
can 40 to nravent a regurrence of it. Bince cur ovregsnt 1lle flow
larvely from the war they could not heve been avoided after the war,
¥s ocould only have legsened the effects of the war both in axtent
and duretion. It 18 with this toric in mind that I write you., And
this brings ue to the third csuse of our conditions.

3. Inadeguacy of our government.

There geeme 10 be s sharn difference o¢f orinion ac to
the extent of the power of government over financlsl end industrisl
conditione. Almost 211 coneeds thet grest degtructiva powsre OvVer
and human welfsre are vestsd in the government, Naturelly, degiructlion
ie much easier of saccomnliehment than ie construction.

I sm adopting here the theory thet government should
regulate and supervise economic sand finsncial agenolies 28 1ittle as
poseible, consistent with nationsl safety sand welfare.

In that, I take it, I sm esurported by no lese an authority
than Jefferson. On this theory and in fsct on sny theory coneistent
with general welfare, it is negessary that the best humen talent
available be sntrusted with governmental sutherity. In order to
guard against haman frailty it becomes necersary to hsvs safeguarde.

*e mssume, for the nurpose of this Alscussion that our Fedaral constitu-
tion provides such. At leaegt we know of no other anplicable to our
eltustion.

If then, our methods of selecting and retsining publieo
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garvantis are correct we, ng individusl, citirsnes heave done whet we
should do in that regard. It 1s now evident to sven the lasst well
informed that an individual citizen can have 1ittle or no direct
partielpation in government. Such wse not the geee in Athens and
other historieal examples. ZSuch le not the csse in sny small, self-
contained community. Our fathers realized thie when the ZJonstitution
wag adonted. ‘& have enflesvored to dsnart from 1t in meny waye,

On» of thege 1g the primery system. Another ieg the formetion of
organigations renrsasnting minorities to work Alrsctliyon ths sleoted
snd avpointed officere.

Farly in the government it wee thought that nolitice) narties
wors negegesry. They wera founded and functioned. With the
introduction of ths orimary eystem the gtrsngth of the marty organiza-
tions has besen slmost eliminstad., The strength of self orgeniszed
sinoritice has heen ineressed. The abllity, intepgrity end tenurs of
office of nublic servsnte hae #eglined.

Tris bringe ue to a dlecussion of the roint I have in
mind which 1se:

THY PRIBARY QY2T7Y I8
EVIL AND Dy

One thoueand years from now 2 segond Gibbon will undertake
his 1life work. Ae wasr the original Gibbon, he w11l he sctusted
by th: highest pstiriotic motives and equipred =ith the greatest
talente of an hietorism. His sybject will be "The Deczline and ¥Fall
of the Ameriesn fepublic®. He will devote hie preliminary chapters
to a conolre ptetement of the beginning end growth of that great
republic. He will fix the beginning of *The Drcline” with ths sdop-
tion of the primary system of seleoting candidatex for pudblis office.
if 1 may be permitted further oprophetic novwers he will selsct 22 hls
outstsnding exsaple ths lLtats of Tklshoma. Aft:zr sxamining and
discussing the offalire and history of thet commonweslth in dstaill
hs wlll demonstrats that ite hietory iz typioesl of 51l the stajes,.
The orimary system ae applied to the genersl government will then be
taken up and meticulously reviewed. He will point out the likeness
of thie system to Binbed's *01d ien of the Bea"., The selfigh politidiane
and the advertieing managsre of our newspspere were go firmly fasetened
to the rolitical body thet they rode 1t to destruction.

armlit me to further anticinste this second Gibbon.

THY PRIMARY BYSTEM IN
OXLAHOMA .

Suekr will b= the heading of one of his lesding snd longest
chapters. Hes w111 alresdy have pointe? out the growth snd devaelop-
ment of the npolitical rerties. The verioug methods of geleoting
candidates for nublic office will be reviewed hiestorically and
anslytically. The growth, merite and nractical abolishment of the
party convention will heve besn discusged. Also will ite demerits
have received gareful attention. Hile diecuesion concerning Ckleshoms
#111 inform us that Oklahoms wae the first stste to adont the nrimesry
eyeten from the heginning of its history. In 1807 the state was sd-
mitted into thes union with ths nrimary eystesn written firmly into
ite constitution. 7‘he evile 418 not makes themeslvee aonsrent in the
beginning. The narty mrohinery of the resvegtive nolitiesl
narties at first functioned. The Tirst grest shock crume when »
mAn w2g named se the succeseful candidats for jine Inencetor on
one of the two noliticsl partiss., This wan's nams cowrpenced with
the letter A. fscsuse of this hie naxe wee first on the ballot
and becsuse of the gomnlete ignorance of the voters st the primary
he was selscted, After the «elegtion znd after 1t was too late to
g=leot another candidate the analling Alscovery wesg meds thst this
man had been convicied of e felony. 1t wae further 2iscovered thst
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he waz even then oonfined in the Stete Penitentiary for a term of
years. The candidate of the opposite narty received the election.
As to hig merits no one waz better informed then they had haeen of
the merite of his opnonent. ‘

Eeoking to sliminats a reourrance of this result the
primary law war zmended. It wee vrovided thet the nsmes of the
candidates should not be printed in slphabeticsl order. They should
appesr in a 4iffersnt order in ssch voting vreginet. Thie method
hss since besen followed,

Howsver, the results have been 1ittle Aifferent. At » later
primery election seversl yesrs aftsrwarde it developed that the ecan-
didate receiving the majority of votss on the $icket of the
dominant party wee not oonfined in ths penitentisry. Es had been
oconvicted of a felony and hie case was vending on apveal. During
this time he wrs at liherty on bond. After very strenucus efforts
he wes induced to reelgn ae & candidate snd the nerty oentrsl
ognml:tga gelegted 8 succesror who was legsally commstent to accent
ths offiee.

The defenders of the primary system Alscount theee
examnles on ths ground that the offiee of ¥ine Ipsnsctor ie of such
minor imnortancs that the peopls cannot be informsd conserning the
candidates, It would cost too much money to nlace the information
in their hande:; that such sn office zhould b» £11led by anrointment
rather than by elesction.

However, let ue examine the record of Cklshoms's governora.
This offlcs ie the most lorortant eingle office in the ocommonwsalth.
The first governor was eleoted in 1907. He anéd his sussessors hasld
office until January 1919. During this tims the state was growing
in population. The early 1des of pelsoting the bept man wae still
prevalent. Baginning =ith 12192 the three next elegtzd governore were
confronted #ith bille of impeschment. The first Blll wee defeated by
one vote only. He filled out his term. Hie sucosseor 714 not fore so
well. In hie elsventh month of office he was imvesched, convicted and
removed on the grounds of corruption in office. Thie governor was
arr=sted and arrsigned on a felony charge but escaped conviction.
Hie esuccessor, the lieutenant govarnor, hevpened to be comnatent and
trustworthy. WHig administrestion was both succeesful sn? economical.

The govarnor elscted in 1928 took offices in Jenuary 1927. He
was impeached snd removed on ths charge of incomn=tsney. The lieuten-
ant governor also harmensd to be cavable and his adminietrstion wae
successful. Since then there have heen no lmpeschaent trisle. However,
ths pereons nominated by the dominant rarty snd therefors slected,
have besn far from comnetent. Few imnartlal observere vill take lseue
with the gtatenent that the last four governors nominated by the
dominant politicel narty have not been the hest oneg avallabls, iiost
of suoch observers will agrees in saying that in esch case they ware
near the bhottom of the list in ability and fitneee for the office.

te nowr srrive at ths following moet »ertinent Anoulry.

WHY ART UNWORTHY CANDIDATR: SKLECTED OVER
WORTHY CANDIDATEBY
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The answer to thie quertion lise in the fact thet 4in a
state as large as Oklahome (over two million inhabitante) the voters
are not informed. They ares not informed heceuse the mesns of corrsct
information ie seldom availeble; The candidate ragcelving thes most
favorable publicity, se a rule, must have at his command the most money .
Ihis resulte in thie:

{8) Either the candidate must be wealthy, or

b} ke must have friends with wealth who w11l expend thelr
money for hinm.

If he kae weslth of his own thie in itself g & handiesp to
favorsble considsration from the average voter. And even though
wealthy the candidate hegitsates to send from two to five hundred
thousand dollare in seseking sn office with a totsl gelery of 425,000.00
for s fTour-year tarm,

If friends sunnly the cammalgn funds they are slmoet sure
to be fair westher friende who must “e revaid in eome manner. Their
repayment almost necessatily comes from favors extended to them which
Others cannot get. Thees favore, in most omsss, cost the stete or ite
cltizene larpe sums of money or nronerty of value. In other words, the
obligatione of the candidste are to a faw,only,of the slsptorste, His
obligstions are such that he cannot be indepsndesnt and impertial.

#hen the nerty orgsnizations wers active, permanently funotion-
ing orgsnizatione, the strength of the nerty orgsnizstion wse beck of
ite candidatss. The nsrty leaders onenly solicited, received snd
epent contributions from those intereeted in the nerty welfars,

Theee contributions came from many, in many small, as well as larger,
gums. The loyalty of the narty worker was more to the nerty and not

80 much to the individual cendlidate. Ths Ticket wes sguvmorted by =
aotive coherent party in which each member hed a strong perzonsl
intereet and partieanship. 7%hen a cendidate wee +#lectsd hs knew that
he was elscted by and rssoonsibls to at lesast more than helf the voteras.
These candidetes had been selsctsd 2t 2 convention of delegates of the
party. These delggates had been chosen for their fitnese by their
nrecinct neighbors., These dslagates f21t 2 reeponsibility to themselvss,
their party snd to their neighbore who selected them. Therefore the
incentive to sxerciee sare and wisgdom in the selection of the candidate
was ever-preeent in the convention. ‘hen the ticket weae selscted the
party took charge of ths camosign and flnanced 1t with party funds.

Now, the primsry candidats lg not selectsd by thoee who are
direetly charged with the gefekeesving of the traditions of the narty.
He 18 not eslected by delegatse who must return home to aceount to their
neighbors for their sctions. He is not selesctz2d by men who have gnent
much of their matures yeare in welighing the cavability =nd 2valladbility
of other men for nublic office. He 18 nt gelected by 2 comperatively
#3281 grour who must nut their narty to s great tegt by thelir wisdowm
in selecting candidater and s platform. He 1e not selected st an
organized gathsring in which the merite of the candidstes may be given

carsfTul disoussion.

On the contrary, any nerson, who oares to may sater the nrimsry
slection booth. He need not have any narty loyalty or knowledge of its
wvorkings. e mey, in feact, be an enemy of the party and of ite succesrs,
The preliminary campsigne of the many offering themgelves at the nri-
mary have besn finsnced either by themsslves or their few gelf-geeking
friends. Not one of them may have any regard for the welfare of the
party on whose ticket he proposeg to run. If s narty convention

has laid down s platform thm.amnﬁlauta knows that 1t ie¢ not binding on
him. KXo one ¢can rsise s finger if he dlsrsgards 1it.

The voter at the primary booth is generslly in a maze of bewllder-

m=nt on account of the many clsime and counterclalims that have been
made conoerning the respsctive candidates. He votes in a hurry.
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His vote 1s the result either of insufficiently founded prejudice or it
is the result of nure guegs. %Whet wonder then 1a it that the Ademagogue
rrogvers in a primary?

And when the primary is over the succegaful nomines ig bound by no
pledges, except those he may hsve made to the emnty alr. He has made no
nledges to a wéll -organized, noliticel nerty. The only binding nledges
he has made are to the unknown few who have furnieshed the mesns to suc-
censfully finance his campsign. The perty nlatform, 1f sny, was not ad-
opted by ths same peopnls who nominated him. It wse not sdontsd by sny-
body which hse any control over him.

When he 18 sleoted no varty cheiftain, as such, mey noint
& warning finger. The feeble party orgesnization oan bring no effective
argumsente to besr to arrest the unwise or corrunrt course of conduct
that may be nursued by the officeholder. The party, ag such hss no ef-
fective plane for helpful legislation. It has no affective nlans for
preventing unwise leglslation. If 4t had such rlans it has no power to
carry them out. The course of l:gislation must therefore be larusly
shaped by well orgsnized minorities. Host of the minoritiee heve nothing
but selfisgh ends.

THE PRIBARY BYST W IN
RATIONAL ELECTIONS.

The convention syetesm of selecting narty candidateg wag the slow
growth of many decsdes of trisl end error. It sleo grew and funetioned
at a time when politiosl »nreferment apvesled to our beet minds more then
it 214 in the beginning of the 20th ecentury. Ite wisdom ssemed to he es-
tabllished. Folitical wiedom, like wisdom conecerning any other sublect,
nust be the result of slow growth. It must result from the exnerience
of many ovar long veriods of trial and errer.

About the beginning of the 20th century there arose s tremendous
outery in favor of ths orimsry system. It was allsged that the convention
system was outgrown, corrunt, unwise, It was claimed thst the government
had been taksn awsy from the peonles and given to the politipal wmachine,

At gbout this tims tremendous growth in industry, manufesctures and
trade burst on the country. Xany think that the pressure of this growth
diverted the best brains from politice tc businese. At 2ny rets no intel-
ligent and effeotive offort was made to arrest the nrimery enthusisets,
¥ho theay wers and why they wers it le unnegeesary to discues ners. 1he
part of wiedom would have bsen to try out this brillisnt 1des very grad-
ually. 1t was no new thought. It wee merely sn attsmpt to annly to a
large territory =2 princinle which had been found to work well in a very
small territory. Its psst fallure when appiled to large nonulations had
been demonstrated.

The snthusirstio vrimary orusaders were sucoessful in completsly
overturning the convention system. The primary syetem was substifuted
almoet overnight. It was the theory that wiedom eprang full flown from
the sducetsd minds of ths primary enthusrissts; that such kind of complete
instantaneous wigdom 1e much to be preferred to the lanerfeet wisdom
geined by ths nainful snd legborous centry consuming method of trial and
error,

The result to the nation hae been almost ag dlsastrous ag to the
statea. The halle of Congress are not rfilled with legielatore selscted
for wisdom, sxnerience or narty loyalty. They are entirsly gelected
for other rescsons. The term selected is hardly correct, eince 1t imoliee

an intslligent choosling.

In order to make nlain whet hes han-ened to the National Houese
of Reoregentstives a few instsnces from Oklahome are illuminating.
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l. Hon. Manuel Herriok.

In 1824 the 8th Congreesional District had been repregented since
statehood by the same man »ho hed 80 entrenched himeself thst capabls
candidates hesitated to tert his strength. Manuel Herrick, had offersd
himeelf at every orimary rince stetehood end slweye unsucossafully.
Lach time he filled for a diffeorsnt office. Thie tims he filed for
Congrees. He sn? the incumbent wers the only csndlidates before the
primsry. After thes time for filing had elapsed and before the pri-
mary wae held the vetsren 4ied. No provielon wer msde for thisg con-
dition. iir. Herrick wae automatlically nominsted. The other party had
nominsted 2 man of little anneal to the voters. It war @2 national
election. Mr. Herrick, although running far behind hie ticket, was
alected and served hie two ysars. No one sver geve him oredit for
wisdom. In faet, to be hlunt, he was almost an $diot. Thes in
¥ashington, he wae the hutt of the Ceritol. Chorue girls ot the gug-
gestlon of hilarious newsnansr gorrssnondents sued him “or damesgee for
bresch of rnromise, jurt to meke headlinee. PHenuted nrohibition spente
wez%d nlace him under nretended arreet for overating 1llepsl licuor -
£tille.

2. W11l Rogers. In 1232 a gentleman nemed Will Rogers sntersd
the orimary lietes ae s candidete for Congressman at Large. His only
known quelification wae hile name. He needed nothing eles. Ha was
nominated snl! slected. Kovie fans, not 2 rolitical rarty, nominated
him. He hed 8 ovnonsnte, eoms o0f them of canmeity for snd experience
in government. Not one candidate had, or could get, the endorsement
of a nolltical nerty. The machinery for securing thest selesction hed &
baen degtroyed. =0 that the managing director of the Fox Studios in
Hollywood, Carlifornia, gelsoted and sleeted this osndidate. e havnened
to have (or sadoot) the mams neme 2¢ the lesding ster of thet studio.

3. Jogh Lee. In 1054 there wers several candidates in the 5th
Congressionsl Dietrict. At lespet three were experienced in government
and of well recognized ability. &r., Josh Les wag g teacher of oublic
sneaking a2t one of the stste instlitutions of learning. “uring his
seversal yeare there he had been called uron to sldrese meny common school
and high school gradusting clasgse. The nembers of thage O0legses were
now voters. They knew iHr. lLe#e. They did not know his opronente. They
nominsted and elected him. Ue may well be aqualified t2 hold the 07flce.
He was, however, not eelectsd for that reascon.

Most of the ocongressmen have baen selected for thalr industry
either ez cammmigners or secead diatributore. If they have abllity eo
much the better. How they will be relected, avnarently, Tor this ab.
111ty to »rovide a living from the nublle treasury for their moet voecl-
farous constituents,

In the Ssnate of the Inited Stetee the same thing har occurrsd %
a lsgear degres, The fsct that the term of the genator is 8 years
glves him sn opnortunity to soouire some wisdom in nublic sffairs be-
fore demagogus overthrows him.

50 that a patriot ¢an view our legislative branch only with zadness.

If threre had been an effective Demoorstic party would it have ner-
mittead Congreer to violets esvery nledge of the Demoorsatic Netional
nlatform? Hdould it have allowed the ghjeot surrender by Congress of
constitutionsl rights to go unchallenged?! %ould 1t have remalned tu
silent when Congress surrendered its legislative nowers to sn unknown
coterie of soocialisiic crusaderg to whom had been sntrustsd the pre-

paration of our laws?



¥ould a Revublican party have vermitted, without warfare,
any of its members in Congress, to participats in the wounding and
asiming of t » Constitution? “ould it have nermitted the work of
Waahington, dsdison,Hamilton and ¥arshall to be trampled into the
ground, without a most vigorous rssistance!?

These questions have only to be asked to bring forth thelr
answer.

THE PRESIDENCY IS NOT A PRIMARY
OFFICE.

These who depreoate the orimary eystem seem to take comfort
An the above statement. It is true that the candidatse for president
are £till sel=c¢tsd by conventions. The cholee of these conventlion
is usually good.

However, 1f the candidate selected by the convention on :
8 nlatform of economy and tax reduction does not ses fit to be bound
by esuch s platform, who can lift a finger? The National varty organi-
gation 18 not consulted when membere of the opnosrite party are selsoted
ag membare of the gabinet. They are not consulted when sooiellists
ares selegted for cabinet nositione. They are not consulted when the
arfsire of government are delivered © cloilstered theoriste concerned
only with biliion dollar ewperiments, on the nation, without resgard
to the wisdom of the ages.

In othsr words, the ghells of the politicel »artles which
now exiet cannot cope sven vith an sesiptent profeseor of political
sgonomy from a Metropolitan University. .

Nationally the nresidsnt controls the party. I othsrs
oontrol him they control what le laft of the narty.

THE CUPRTEE COURT.

This ie the last resort of orderly, congtitutional government.
Organized minorities have no access to it. The calm wisdom of a
John warshall, williem H. Taft or a Charles Ivane Hughes is not
affected by the gstetesmanship of a Flato, koore or even an Edward
Bellamy, if 1t comfliots with the constitutlon or if it recaires &
rebirth of humsn nature for sugcess.

4. Insdequacy of our finsnclal and indusiriel mschinery.

This topic I shall leave %0 & later date. 1t would seem that the
voluntary action of ths groups compriging our finsncial snd in-
dustrisl system are more competent to adjust thelr affeirs than ie
a8 congressional committee,

hegpectfully submitted,

COLON W, SMITH |
907 TRADESKENS NAT'L BANK RLDG.,
OKLAMOMA OITY, OKLAHOMA.
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