
OklahomaCity', O'kl ho .,

IIsy 9th, V35.

Mr. Glen Frank,
0/o University of ' i soan,in,
adteon, Wis.

Door Mr. !rank;

Yourarticlesoonerning timely tote ,	In one
of our + til ' sp,r . I re*d them tth interest, Afs I erupt, itb
appreciation.	 * ur 11y', your Itecuerion he "largely cono r : the
egression in #QEtO iC conditions. It iae oleo t jucho on the mees-
ures being taker, tth t announced intntIon f furtheringImprove-
Mont.

It would be of tom; orAry 1eneftt only if better oondi-
tions could be only temporary. In anslIg the benefit of the
measures taken wo must necsertIy review the cAuses of our present
condition. irtefly t .te , they are se follows:

1. `` 3o, f'otly of an in .
. `Th. "')r	 r.

. Inadecuso7 of ourgovernment.

4. Inadeouaoy of our finenotsi. rAn Industrial machinery
snd personnel.

I shell en ie*vor 10 1scussthese hrifiy and in ors er.

1. Tb* fofly' of mankind.

)f course, t i trImary csus has etsted sice the
beginning. from it flows Dili tb tile Of rne.rikin '. 'tt cannot •^-,
eliminated. It OR" only t.•a r str ino end. leesened.

• Th ' orl„	 er.

Tht World War, as *there in the s st, ws th direct
result of the folly of mankind. There is little that cane country'
can do to reent a roaurrenoe of it. Since our nreeent Ili Oiow
larieiy from the war they could not have been svotdec! *ft+ r t b a war,

could only have lessened the •f " c of the war both, in Atent
and duration. It is with this s tonic In mind that I write you. And
this brings	 the third cause of our conditions.

• Inadequacy of our government,

There seems to be a sham iff rence of grin on ei to
the extentof the power of government over financial •n industrial
conditions. A1mst all ceneo4. th-t t: r* t 4truetepower°": aver
and human welfareore vatted in the ..over ent . Naturally, destruction
is such easier of *ccomi li m. rt tan Is, construction.

I am adopting her* the theory that government should
regulate and supervise economic and financial agencies as little as
possible, con t e nt with national safety and welfare.

In that, I take it, I as su orted by no less on authority
than Jefferson. On this theoryand In fact on any theory consistent
with general welfare, it Is necessary that the best human talent
available beentvusted with governmental authority. In order to
guard against human frailty it ocomee nrae eer to have safeguards.
s assume, for the nurnose of this discussion that our aderal constitu-

tion provides ouch. At least we know of no other *nlicable to our
situation.

I? then, our methods of selecting and r toininpublic. ^"



servants r# correct w, me individual, citi- ,-no have OØ wh A t We

should do In that riog.rd. it Is now Py idont to Avon th i•t well
1ntoreti that an Individual cttt*An can hv 1i.ttl' or no diract
DarttcIpstion in tcov4rnent. uoh w not th	 in Athe	 n4
other historical	 is not th cue. in	 small,	 ..t-
contp in a4 community. Our;	 there roolir-d thi p ohon th. Contitut1on
woo e4oted. • h*v .nie e vor,?1 to don^rt from It in
Ono of thø	 is the nr1mry rtem. Mothr le the ?ort. 1.on of
orgpnhzAttonfl r. reeøntlng 'uinorlti.	 o 'rr", 1irct1Won t	 e1'otø1
and ermtnt	 offIcer!.

early In tho gov ø rnmDnt It us thought tht
were nec,sePry. They fune4 end fiintton.
Introduction of the crimery Pystom the etr.ngth of
tions bee 1-n almost ettnt. The etrngth of
minoritte boo boon tner,as1. The "bfllty, into
office of nubile P^rv q nt p her

oitticei nerties
flth the

th	 erty org"ntza-
s'if ors^,onitol

rity And tnur of

Ti-Ac brtnRs us to e 4tscu p ston of th* notht I hmyo in
mind which is:

JAYY	 i
TVIL 4Ni

One thoufw yrra from nor	 conc Uih . on W%11 underteke
his Ut, work.	 ths artgtrul utbon, h	 t1i	 actuet.d
by thA highest cetriotto motivs enE	 uitr	 ith th grt.st
talents 0f en hIstorin. Ht	 hject i11 t	 The	 ith rnd Yell
of the Aarlcen Public. }e will vote h is	 chlrterr
to a eonoi•, statement of the beginning mne growth 0' tht groat

He w1 1 1 f x th trtntn oP 'he Li n e 1th th dop-
tion of the prt*ary system of selecting oandiAstes for !*bLto otfiso
If I moy be rnrmittodfurther crortic o'rs he will iet ee his
outetendin,	 the .tate of fkftehoma. &?trAxtnin arid
discussing the affairs n history of tht omnwith in !atoll
be will i'nan p trq te tKet it history 1P trc1 o .l?. th ste
The primary Usten as anpliod to the gsnerp l governm'nt w ill than be
taken up end e tIctz1ouir revj	 d. iip irI. 	 n.5it out tro likeness
of this system to $tnbei' "Old isn et the 	 Th' selfirh pollti*tane
and the advertising nansg'r of ,ur nswsne'rre "jar  so 'firmly fastene4
to th* !.oliticsl body thet thy rod it to itructton,

errnit me to further mntictnsto this second 4Ihhon

1TH	 .	 ;;p

uc will b t'a hoeing of one of his l.eding end longer
H..will airse.y hew. Point.'  out tho growth end d o volors-

mfnt of the coltt1e. 1 vsrtt ms. The vrlus metho4e of eelsct1g
o*ndld&tee. for nablc	 will he r & vi pv A4 historically and
anelytically. The growth, merits and nrsctic s l eboltebment of the
party convention will hev been itsouseed. Aio will It p drmerit
have received emr'?ul ett"ntton. His decuseion conc erning •k1home
will Inform us th.et "Ushom wee the first stete to edot th A rrlmery
system from th t'ginnivw. of Its Mstory. In 197 the stets wee ad-
mitted into the union with th z nrimry PyFt am rittn f irmly Into
it.s constitution. The avil p did not	 tvc	 srnt in the
beginning. The carty ohlnry of the r netiv rolttcsl
r,ertles at first funotIoned. The ?trt trer4t shock ome when
man wee nem'd •uc th	 opftl candist	 tn' lnsnctor on
one of the two n1itijl rrtt.s. This vAn lo new coinc4 with
the letter A.	 teosu	 o this his	 first on th a h. hot
and bcuse of the cornrito ignorance of the voter! at ,"ha primary
be we selcted. A?tr the selection	 after it was too lets to
slct another cendtdate the aitslling discovery wee mad o thet this
men had b o on convicted of a flon7. it wee rrther	 o,ii that
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he was even then oonftn.d In the$tte Penitentiary for A term of
years. The candidate of the opposite rrty reetve th. •Isction
As to hisør1t no one wa g bttr Informed thftn th e y h '.,n of
the merits of his onon.nt.

seeking to eltuitnat' A reurrnce of this result the
primary law war •amended. It we p trovti.d thmt the nsma of the
ondtd*tea s1iauji not be trtnted In 1tths.betioal order. They should
srsar in a di??rnt orv r In ch voting nrecinct. ?hie method
has amts been øllow*d.

however, the results have boon little different. At ' later
primary e1otton eever] yra afterwards it de yslop d that the on
dtats receiving the majority of votes on the ticket of the
dominant party war not oonftned in tho ntt*tIry. Ep hal been
convicted of a f*lony *ad his case was 'ending on aøal. During
this time be wee *t liberty on bond. Attar very atrønw,u p efrorts
he was Induced to resign as a csndldate snil the .rty central
committee selected a. eucce reor who wa. a 1g 11 otnt to accept
th' office.

The .tenders of the'Primary system liscount these
eamnles on tb grund that tb a offico of inanactor to of such
minor iv,ortanco that tba oeolo cannot be Informed concerning the
candidates. It would cost too much. mony to 'lsoe theinformation
in their hands; that such n office Dhuld h filled by a'rotntaant
rather than by •lactton.

Rowavr, lot us oTnmino the r.cord of l'	 ov*rnora.
This office Is th& most tirortent singl a off to in, th- oownonwelth.
The first governor was	 lit 1$O. H and Me sua..ssors hld
office until January 1919. l urtni this time the stat es wa growing
in population. The erly1dec of eloting tbo	ai w•• still
prevalent.ginning with 1919 the three n,t el*cti 'ovrnorF ara
confronted ir lth bills of ITreschønt. The firrt bill vnr defeated by
one vote only. He filled out his t.rm. His suoceaor I1 not re so
well. In his eleventh nt of office h was isa*chød, onvicted and
removed on the grounds of corruption In of f toe. This governor was
arretd Ane arraigned on a. f*lony charge but eacpi,.i conviction.

His euccesor, the 1t.utannt governor, banened to he comnetent and

trustworthy. Pit ,dminItr,tion rap both successful snd economical.

The govrnor elected in ie took off toe In Jsnusry lw?, Fe

was tssachsd and removed on thethp charge of tncomrt A ncy. the lieuten-

ant governor also hananad to he esoable aol his sdmIntstrtIon w

succasø.ful. Sinc o then tha ra hay o boon no tw.echent trials.	 owevar,

the persons nominated by the dominant rerty r1nA th'rfora 1act4,

have hen 'for from omet ent, F'ov Xmerttel ohearvrs-ill tk' issue

with th state ant that the lost four governors nominated 
by the

dominant noliticel	 rty hva not heen the host one , avatshl e . ict

of such obervars will agre e in seyin., that in each ceas they ev

near the bottom of th' list In ability and fttnss for the ofrtce.

no' arrive at the follotn: most ertinent tnouiry.

CAN)1D.L	 C D

O1'hY CAr; LDAi



"the newer to this question lies in th. tact that in a
state as large as Oklahoma (over to aiflion inhabitant,) the voters
are not informed. They are not informed because the me ns of corrAot
Information is seldom svailable4 The candidate receiving the °Host
favorable publicity,	 a rule, must have at his command th- most money.
This results In this:

- (a)	 i h r the candidate suet be wealthy, or

(b) lie must 	 friendsn s with wealth who will *pent/ thmir
money for him.

f he k :a wealth of his own this in itself i. s a h .ndicep to
favorable con, i er .ton from the Averej:;e vote. And seen though
wealthy the o*ndtdat. hesitetes to mend from two to five hun5r°ed
thousand dollars in seeking en office with a total selery of	 O O.O
for a tour-year t rm.

If 'r .+* s u' l + th e c :urn.i. n f'zna; thy are almost stare
to be fair weather fri.nds who mast ra r.nsi . in some manner. Their
repayment almost neceseettly comes from favors •rt n 4 to them which
others cannot got. The fpvor , In most o a , cost the #tot & or its
citizens large sums of mcney or nre erty of value. In other words, the
o" li ;etic^n, of the, eaniinnte are to a fo ,only,of ti p electorate. Ris
obligati: ns or* such that 	 cannotot be tndernent and imrsr. ti 3..

When the narty organization ere active, permanently function-
ing organizations, the strongth of the ner r organization wee hack of
its c*ndi at*o. The r^Prty le flew nonly so ictt f . rocr- s van q..r r
spent con ri utlon a from th oee int-r ••t+'5 in the Harty w+^1fxro.
These ccontributions came from may, In many small, *a well as larger,
rues. The loyalty of the Tarty A or1ar was more to the ' rty Pnd not
so much to the inIlviOuei cr rr.?" s . ih- ' tck a ll.. we a S gt`?-ort	 by r*,n
motive coherent party in which each m a mbe r he' d a strong D-r,.onal
interest and	 rti anthiD. :hc-n a candidate	 3.sct,,.,	 kw that
he was elected by and raeor,.s1ble to ap t least morA than half the voters.
Those candidates had been s,lctd at a con+ ntton .>f d p l. at s of the
party. Those d. .t s had boon chosen for the ir fitness by their
nrectnct ieighbors, 'hoe dcl,tee følt a recrnstbility to themselves,
their party and. to their neihtiore who selected them. ' erof orethe
incentive to exercise care and tsdom in the selection of the candidate
was ever-present In th# convention. `,°hen the ticket woe a.1.act.d the
party took charge of tha campaign Pni financed It with 21W Bands.

Now, the primary candt ata is not select -i by thoe who are
directly charged with the eafekeeingof th. traditions of the narty.
Re is not selected by dsl+e :t a e .ha mutt return home to account to their
neighbors for their actions. 11e is not s,l,ot*d by men who hp ve snent
much of the ir mature years In weighing the oa. btlity end availability
of other man for nu l o office. Ro is nt selected by a comneratiacly
sail grou who must nut their arty to a great 'test by their wisdom
In. selecting cen id*te p And a Platform.	 a is notsel.etd at an
organtzd gatherin yin which the merits of the candidates may 'b. given
careful discussion.

On the contrary, any ,r n, who cares to may enter the nrimary
election booth. Ho need not ha y' Any narty loyalty or knowledge of its
workings. We oy, In fact, be en enemy o ` th' narty and of its s sicces .
`he preliminary cameigns of the many of faring thme1vea at th a nri-

mary have bon financed either by thmaelves or th e ir few .l - 'k .n
friends. 4otone of them may have any regard :fir th' welter, of th
tarty on whose ticket he proposes to run. if a! n rty convention

has laid down a platform the candidate know$ that it is not binding on
his. No one can raise a finger if he disregards it.

The voter at th primary booth is generally in a mazo of bewilder-
spat on account of the many claims and counterclaims that have been
made cconcerning the respective, candidates. He votes In a hurry.
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Rio vote is the result e1thr of insufficiently founded nrojuAlco or it
is the result of nitro guess. 1h.t wonder then is it that tho 'mgogue
nroerers in a rrirnsry?

And when thø primary is over the s'.iccessful nominee is bound by no
except those h may hove made to th o 'mtv air. He has made no

ledges to a wEll -organized, Dolitical ntrty. The only binding ledges
he has made are to tht unknown few who have furnished tbP means to sue-
oeasfully finance hi o csmpetgn. The icarty platform, If any, was not ad-
opted by the same peonle who nominated his. It ws not adonted by Any-
body which hs ;ny control over him.

When he Is elected no tarty cheiftain, as such, may point
a warning finger. The f'ble Dirty orgeni7etian can brink; no effective
ergumsntr to er to arrest the unwise or corru pt course of conduct
that may be nursued by th officeholder. Tho psrty, *5 such li pp no at-
teotive plans for belitul legislation. It has no effective nians for
Preventing unwise lgislation. If it hed such lens it has no riowar to
carry them out. 1b course of lgialtion must thretore be, 1arly
shaped by well orgnired minorities.	 o,t of th minoritts hp vs nothing
but selfish ends.

Th,	 Yi IN
NATI ONAL ELICr1oNS.

The convention syetm of selecting party oandtdsts r q.r the slow
growth of many dec1s of trisi end error. It also grew and functioned
at a time when political nraformont an',ealed to our best mInAs more thanIt did In tho hginning of th' Oth century. Its wisdom seem4 to be as-
tabliehed. Political wisdom, like wtaom concerning any otb or subject,
must be the result of slow growth. It must result from t exeri.noe
of many over long nPriods of trial and error.

About the beginning of the 20th century tbOrz ArO9 4 a trAramndous
outcry in favor of the primarysystem. it waft ai1r md that the oonvontion
system was outgrown, corrutt, tmwis, it was olaim' that the govrnant
had been taken away from the	 end given to the oUttOleRQMfl

At about this ttm trøm.ndoua growth In industry, manufacture and
trade burst on the country. I sny think that the pressure of this growth
diverted the best brains from Utics to business. At any rate no Intel-
lig'nt and effective effort was mode to arrest tho rrimary enthusiasts.
Who they very and vhy thy wo!-ro it is unneceaary to Iacuss rer. ibe
part of wisdom would have boon to try out this brilliant Mo p	rv a ry gr*d
ually. It was no new thought. it was merely an attempt to army to a
lare territory a princinle which had been found to work well In a vary
small territory'I ts past failure when anpi*d to large no'.ilations bad
been demonstrated.

The antbustetIo primary crusaders werp successful in completely
overturning the convention system. Tho oprimary system wa subrtitutod
almost overnight. It was the theory that wisdom enrank full flown from
the educated minds of the primary enthusiasts ; that such thd of comnl,te
Instantaneous wisdom is much to be preferred to the i.merfect .id.om
gained by the Diinful and labous sentry consuming method of trial and
error.

The result to the nation has been almost #a disastrous as to the
states. The halls of Congress are not filled with legislators selected
for wisdom, exertenc a or norty loyalty. They are entirely esleoted
for other reesons. The term selected is hardly correct, since It Implies
an Intelligent choosing.

In order to make plain what has hsnanad to the National souse
of ReDresentettyas a few Instances from Oklahoma are Illuminating.
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1. Ron.Manuel crick.

Ian 1924 the 8th Congressional Districthad. boon	 rssntd s ine#
statehood by 	 seme * man mho ha ! so entrenchedhimself that oasbl*
candidates hesitated to t^at his strength. Manuel rric , ha offered
himself at every nrtmery r in  sttehooi and, slwys un uco fully.
Laoh tizn h+ fil d for a diff-r&nt office. "hi.s ttiz a 1 e ft1e for
Congress. I4 n th inou bent wsr a th only c n i et A s b f re- th•
primary. After tha ti Sao for Sling hod	 arF.a1 •n r1 bofore the ;ari-
nary wa held the v mt'urp n 8.ted. No provision wee r..±odo for thin con-
dit .on. ;4+r. z°_-rrick wa y automatically nowtn ted.	 ho other 'party had
nominated s son of little a v *si to t' : graters. It 	 a national.
•Iecttan. € r. H rric , although 	 far ar behind his ticket, wee

 and .n served hit trio ye rs. No ono ever ev o him credit 'for
wisdom. in fact, to ba blunt, he was almost en idiot. '':`hwi In
'Washington, he w!s th =' T-utt of tlo s'`itol.	 orua girl ! • t tho sug-
g* tt.+on of hilarious nmwsnsn*r corn o on .pnt ud him for immae for
brooch of +roc, iso, ust to make headline . P. a ^ut.d nra it t1 n	 me
would niac' him under nrtendad arrest for o +er tin i' 3 Q F`	 1iouor
stills.

P. Will ogers. In 19,1* 0 gentleissugentle nemad Will Rogers enters .
the rim :r+^y lit* as	 c*np^ id p tc for Congressmenat Large. 1y!is only

4$MI.-M^known 	 i	
Y,

L .:d wee	 -M	 name.	 F, •. ar  	 d i1 n	 •	 k r e was

nominated .n°: al.oted ovte fens, not a nolit cal n rty nominated
him. He hod $ ornonantC, some of th em of cRnp eit«r for Pn a ,erieno
in government. Not one cond14ete h.d, or couldget, th endorsement
of a oltttcel nKrty. Themachinery for	 curing thp t 4l otion 3:vd br
been destroyed. .o that t c managing !Mii'actor or the Fox tudioa in
toll; ood, California, sal cted Ant° l ct.d this r± n tat 	 ie twn",%Pne

to have (or .Coot) th•aame nem., two. 144-"ink, tsr of 'ghat studio.

► . Josh Lee. In 1`404 t'harv, were several candtd.*tee to the 5th
Congressional District. At i.e-aBt three ere exner.t n ed in. government
and of well r o niz c F'hi.li. ty.	 ;r. Josh Lee rAs a 'richer of ;ublte
speaking At one of th* state institutions of i^mrni.nF;. "ur1n Ms
several years there he had been celled won to addresw:w ny common school
and high school gmdustins cl.ae s. The mømbere of those cltseer were
now voters. They knew r. I.,. `:`hey cItd not know his onnonerxts. They
nominated and. elctad him. 	 ia-y well b- r u .".i ied to bold the office.
He was, however, not selected for' thA t ree con .

Most of the congressmen have hen el ct d for their to ustry
either a as ± *i nprs or seed istrib' for . if they have ability so
ouch the better. \ow they will ba ,.el.cte , arnarently, for this ab-
ility tc orovid a. 1.SvinF from the ubl c treasury for their most voo-
fernus constituents.

In the Senate of the United tpt t the samething has occurred to
a lessordegree. The root that the t-rm of 	 senatoror io 6 years
gives hhim en opnortunity to ecoutresoap wisdom in nublic affairs be-
fore demagogue overthrowshim.

Sir that a ostriot can view our legislative branch only with. sadness,

If t` sre had bon an effective Democratic arty would It have er-
mitt +d Congrse to violate very rl wigs of the DemocraticNotional
' la.t 'ora? Vould it have allowed thA object surrender by ongrm'FP of
Constitutional. rights to go unchallenged? ;;, a, ,.4 It have remai.nori: ter
silent when Congress surrendered its legislative oo'~+ors to sn unknown
coterie of sootaltttc crusaders to whom had boon ntr°ufttPd the ro-

;ration of our laws?



!oult a R#nublioart warty have oor*i t d, without wsrfar,,
any of its members In Congress, to partici .te in the wounding and

isin Of t A Constitution? X..ld it hm ruts.. the work of
Washington, . adis n,U *ilton and Marahali to be trampled into the
ground, without a sot vigorous resistance?

These questi ns have only to die asked to bring forth their
answer.

' h ;	 :.. iY• NC i NI A PRIMA. Y
e'r'r	 I .

There who deoreca a the -primary eystei seem to teke comfort
in the above, stetoment. It is true that the cantdateefor president
are still selcted by conventions. The choice of these oonv ration
Is Usually good.

ovever, If the cendid*te selected by the convention on
a platform  of •oono y and tax reduction doca not see fit to be bound
by such a platform, who can lift a finger? The W*ttonal party organ!-
zatton i.s not eo sulte+ when members of 'the Dram'+ party are selected
es membersof the cabinet. Thy area not consulted when socialists
art selected for cabinet osition . They +ere not ooneulte4 when the
affairs of governmentare delivered b cloistered r theorists concerned
only with billion dollar • +erl. . nt , on the nation, tthout regsr !
to the wisdom of the ages.

In other words, the shells of t,:-- ,oltttc l • 'rtee which
now exist cannot cope even "rtth %n aeststnt professor of political
economy from a Uetronoit a t t nt,+,rsttt.

N ,ti n lly the nrestdent controls ° hthc party. If t rs
contro ., him they control -b-sit is l' ft o ' h r- r:s rt y .

This is thp last resort of ores rly, constitutional 0.overnas t.
Organized minoritieshove no access to it. The o im wisdom of a
John Marshall, Al is ° . 'aft or a Charles vens ughca is not
affected by he statesmanship of a Plato, Moore or even en , .rasa..
bellamy, If it conflicts with the constitution or it` It reeuires a
rebirth of human nature for success.

4. Ina +q°aaoy of our financial sM indu tri l machinery.

This topic I shall leave to a later date. It would atom that the
voluntary action of the , rouos comrtsing our financial md in-
dustrial system are more eomn=ton' to adjust their affairs than is
a congressional committee.

e ec fully submitted,

907 T .ArT3UF k` - 'AT' L 3:?NK
^KLAWYL,A, CITY, "'K . 0N.A.
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