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An Address 
To the Choctaw People: 

In the absence of the convening of the Choctaw Coun-
cil on this date, the day of the week and month fixed by 
our Constitution for the convening of said Council, I take 
this method of communicating with you, setting forth the 
condition of our affairs. 

An act of Congress, approved June 7, 1924, authoriz-
ed the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations to file suits 
against the United States Government in the Court of 
Claims, at Washington, D. C., on all claims they have 
against the United States Government growing out of 
treaties or arising under acts of Congress. Under this 
act, I employed the law firms of Hatchett & Semple, of 
Durant, Oklahoma, and Johnson & McGill, of Ardmore, 
Oklahoma, as special attorneys to represent the Choctaw 
Tribe of Indians, which employment was approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior. Under their contracts the at-
torneys are to pay all the expenses connected with the 
suits and their fee is to be paid out of the amount actual-
ly recovered for the Tribe. The National Attorney for 
the Choctaw Nation is assisting these attorneys. Several 
suits have already been filed, and I have been advised by 
the special attorneys that they have already begun taking 
testimony in some of the cases. 

The first suit was filed June 4, 1926, in the Court of 
Claims, as No. 181, by the Choctaw and Chickasaw Na-
tions, and contains two counts. The first count is to re-
cover the value of 18,640 acres of land, estimated to be 
worth $242,320, which was allotted by the Government 
under acts of Congress of April 26, 1906, and June 21, 
1906, to 466 Choctaw minor freedmen out of unallotted 
tribal lands. The second count is for 21,134.95 acres of 
tribal lands which the Government sold at the appraised 
value to enrolled Choctaw and Chickasaw freedmen. The 
value of the latter lands is placed at $283,188.81. The 
Tribes insist that it was a violation of their agreements 
with the United States Government to allow these freed-
men such rights, and the purpose of this suit is to recover 
the value of such lands. 
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The second suit was also filed June 4, 1926, in the 
Court of Claims, as No. 182, by the Choctaw Tribe of In-
dians for $139,156.75, which the United States Govern-
ment paid to Ex-Senator Robert L. Owen and associates; 
out of the funds of the Choctaw Nation as the balance 
of a fee for services rendered by Senator Owen and as-
sociates in getting- Mississippi Choctaws placed on the 
final rolls of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Tribes. The 
enrolled Mississippi Choctaws did not have sufficient 
funds to pay all of said fee, and an act of Congress, ap-
proved September 22, 1922, contains a provision author-
izing' the Secretay of the Interior to pay the balance of 
said fee out of the funds of the Choctaw Nation. It is 
the contention of the Choctaw Nation that, inasmuch as 
it was not a party to this suit and no Judgment was ren-
dered against it, Congress and the United States Govern-
ment had no power to authorize the payment of this judg-
ment out of the funds of the Choctaw Tribe, and that 
the Federal Government is, therefore, liable in a suit to 
reimburse the Tribe for this amount. 

The third suit was filed on February 2, 1927, by both 
the Chocta w and Chickasaw Tribes in the Court of Claims, 
at Washingtonn, D. C., and contains three counts, the 
number of said suit being H-37 on the court docket. The 
first count is to recover from the United States Govern-
ment $1,577,280, which is the amount of the per capita 
payments made to enrolled Mississippi Choctaws out of: 
moneys collected by the United States Government from 
the sale of tribal property of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Nations. The tribes insist that, while the Supplemental 
Agreement gave enrolled Mississippi Choctaws the right 
to receive allotments of land upon complying with certain 
conditions, it did not give them a right to participate in 
the per capita funds of the Tribes. The second count is 
for rents at fifteen dollars a mile, which the Tribes con-
tend are due them since statehood to January 1st, 1927,, 
amounting to $419,439.37, from eight railroads running 
through the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. The Tribes 
take the position that it was the duty of the United States 
Government to collect said rents, and that having failed 
to do so, it became liable to the tribes for such rents. The 
third count is for the value of tribal lands, estimated at 
$2,883,620, allotted by the United States Government to 
5,546 Choctaw freedmen. The Tribes contend that the 
allotment of lands to such freedmen was illegal and in vi-
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olation of the terms of the treaties between the Tribes 
and the United States Government. 

Other suits are in the course of preparation and will 
be filed as soon as posible, consistent with the best inter-
ests of the Tribes. The Tribes have five years from June 
7, 1924, to file suits on all their claims against the United 
States Government, and I feel confident, with the co-op-
eration of the members of the Choctaw Tribe, that the 
special attorneys will have suits filed on all claims within 
the specified time. 

I invite every member of the Choctaw Tribe, who 
may know of any claim or claims in addition to those 
referred to herein, to advise me immediately with refer-
ence thereto, and I will have it investigated by our attor-
neys, and, if the facts warrant it, suit or suits will be 
filed on such claims. 

The suit of J. F. McMurray vs. the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Tribes for approximately $700,000, principal 
and interest, was filed in the Court of Claims on Septem-
ber 23, 1918. The case was decided on July 1, 1926. In 
its judgment the court awarded Mr. McMurray $59,177.09 
and the Nations $25,668.74, making a net judgment of 
$33,508,35 in favor of Mr. McMurray. The largest item 
recovered by Mr. McMuray was his fee in the Chickasaw 
freedmen suit, amounting to $27,500, for which he had 
a contract signed in 1902 by the Principal Chief of the 
Choctaw Nation and the Governor of the Chickasaw Na-
tion and approved in 1903 by the Secretary of the Inter-
ior. It was impossible, therefore, to prevent his recov-
ery on the Chickasaw freedmen fee. Mr. McMurray has 
appealed the case to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, where it is now pending. 

I have reason to believe McMurray will attempt to 
procure another jurisdictional bill, which will authorize 
him to file suit on some of the claims involved in this 
suit and have another trial. I intend to resist all efforts 
by him to secure another jurisdictional bill, and trust that 
I may have the co-operation and support of every member 
of our tribe in preventing him from procuring a re-trial 
of any of the claims involved in this suit. If we are to 
wind up our affairs, litigition against our tribe must end. 

The suits of the Garland Heirs and the Pitchlynn 
Heirs against the Choctaw Nation were decided by the 
Court of Claims on June 9, 1924. The claim of the Pitch-
lynn heirs was originally for about $1,000,000 and that of 
the Garland heirs for approximately $300,000. In its 
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year the coal business has shown considerable improve-
ment and the prospects are that it will continue to (im-
prove. Practically all existing- leases expire in 1930, and 
I understand that the lessees will ask Congress to renew 
such leases. Since the leased deposits sold more readily 
and at better prices at the several sales, I have thought 
that it might be well for the Nations to ask Congress to 
authorize the leasing of the unleased deposits, upon the 
theory that improved and developed property will com-
mand a better price than unimproved and undeveloped 
property. If the latter deposits could be leased, they 
would not only be more likely to sell and at better prices 
when offered for sale again, but in 'the meantime would 
be yielding royalties to the tribes. I invite suggestions 
from members of the tribe as to the best method of dis-
posing of this valuable property. 

On behalf of the Choctaw Nation I am still making 
every possible effort to get the United States Government 
to pay the tribes for the "Leased District" claim, covering 
approximately 5,200,000 acres of land. This is a claim 
which the Nations have been urging against the Govern-
ment for many years. It is the contention of the Choc-
taw Nation that these lands were ceded by the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Nation;-? in the treaty of 1866 to the Unit-
ted States Government in trust for the sole purpose of 
enabling the Government to settle thereon other Indian 
tribes, with the understanding that, if the Government 
should depart from the purpose of that trust and use the 
land for other purposes or sell them, the Government 
would pay the Nations the value thereof. 

Bills authorizing the Government to pay the tribes 
for these lands were introduced at prior sessions of Con-
gress, but on account of the large amount involved it is 
difficult to get Congress to take any action on the claim. 
However, I am still pushing the claim vigorously and will 
undertake to have legislation passed at the next session 
of Congress adjusting this claim. 

I earnestly solicit the support and co-operation of 
every member of our tribe to the end that I may secure 
a speedy and final settlement of our affairs. 

WILLIAM H. HARRISON, 
Principal Chief Choctaw Nation. 

Poteau, Oklahoma, 
Monday, October 3rd, 1927. 
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