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IN THE CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT, SITTING
AT SOUTH MCALESTKR, IN TEE INDIAN TERRITORY,

........... &-----..-..

J+ W, Thompson,
Plaintiff,

R A8 A% 28 e

Ve,

The Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations,
Defendants,

- - e ..o - - - -

PETITION TO THF CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP

COURT REQUFSTING THAT A WRIT OF ERROR BE ISSUED TO THE UNITED
STATES COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TER INDIAN TERRITORY,
REQUIRING SAID COURT TO TRANSFER AND CERTIFY TO THE SAID
CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT THE FILRS, PAPERS AND
PROCEEDINGS IN CITIZENSHIP CASE NO, 54, AND STYLED J.W,THOMPSON,
ET, AL., VS, THE CHICKASAW NATION,

Now comes the petitioner, J. W. Thompson, and respectfully
gshows the court that under the act of Congress of June 10th, 1896,
and within the time prescribed in said act, he applied by written
application to the Cormission to the Five Civilized Tribes for en-
rollment as a citizen and member by intermarriage of the Chickasaw
tribe of Indians; that said written ppplication was filed with said
Commission within the time prescribed by law; that in due course
of time said Commission heard and decided said application, and
admitted said petitioner to citizenship in said Chickasaw Tribe of
Indians; that thereafterwards and within the time prescribed in
said act, the Chickasaw Nation and tribe of Indians appealed from
the decision of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, to
the United States Court for the Southern District of the Indian
Territory, at Ardmore, where said case was styled J.W. Thompson,vs
The Chickasaw Nation,number 54, that thereafterwards, to-wit, on
the 12th day of March, 1898, a full, complete and final hearing and
trial was had of the claim of the petitioner, J. W, Thompson, and
that by the judgment and decree entered in said cause on said
date, the petitioner herein was adjudged to be a citizen of the
Chickasaw tribe of Indians by,\intor-rrim.

\
\
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Petitioner respectfully states that on the 29th day of

- March, 1890, he was regularly and lawfully married to Miss, Mirnie
Lee Green, a member and citizen of the Chickasaw tribe of Indians
by blood, who was then residing with said tribe of Indians in the
Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory; that said marriage ceremony
wag performed in the state of Texas under and by virtue of the
laws of saod State; that afterwards, and on the 31st day of July,
1894, he was regularly and lawfully married to the said Minnie lee
Green in accordance with the laws and requirements of the Chickasaw
Nation, Indian Territory, by the County and Probate Judge of
Pontotoec County, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory; that by
reason of said marriages, and each of them, the petitioner became
a citizen and member of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians, and is en-
titled to all the rights, privileges and immunities as such; that
the petitioner herein, prior to said marriage, was a citizen of
the United States, and not a member or citizen of any tribe or
Nation of Indians; and that said Minnie Lee Green was and iz a citi-
zen of the Chickasaw tribe of Indians residing in the Indian
Territory; the applicant W, J. Thompson, since his last marriage,
to-wit, in 1894, has always been recognized as being a citizen of
the Chickasaw tribe or Nation of Indians.

Your petitioner further states that since his said marriage
with the said Minnie Lee Green, he and she have continuously lived
together as husband and wife in the' Chickasaw Nation, Indian Terri-
tory.

The petitioner further shows that by its judgment rendered
on the 17th day of December, 1902, in the case of the Choctaw
and Chickasaw Nation or Tribve of Indians, vs., J. T, Riddle, et al.,
this court adjudged and decreed all judgments and decisions of the
United States Courts in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations admitting
persons to citizenship and enrollment as citizens of said Nations
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upon appeal from the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes and
. the citizenship committees of said tribes, to be null and void
both as to the defendants named in sald cause, and all other per-
sons claiming citizenship in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations by
virtue of the judgments rendered in the United States Court for
the Southern and Cerntral Districts of the Indian Territory under
act of June 10th, 1896,

Your petitioner states that he was not a party to said case
of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations vs, J. T, Riddle, et al., and
are not bound by the judgment rendered therein, and that said
court had no jurisdiction or power under the pleadings and evidence
of said case to set aside or vacate the judgment of the United
States Court for the Southern District of the Indian Territory
admitting him to citizenship in the Chickasaw Nation, and that
said judgment of the United States Court for the Southern District
of the Indian Territory is still in full force and effect.

But your petitioner further states that should this court
hold that he is bound by the judgment rendered in the said case
of the Choctaw and Chiccasaw Nations vs, J. T. Riddle, et al.,
and that the judgment rendered by the United States Court for the
Southern District of the Indian Territory admitting him to citi-
zenship in the Chickasaw Tribe Of Indians, is null and void and
of no effect whatever, then the effect of said decision would be
only to annmul and vacate the judgment rendered by the United
States Court Court for the Southern District of the Indian Terrie
tory, and would leave in full force and effect the original
Judgment of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes admitting
this petitioner to citizenship in the said Chickasaw Tribe of
Indians.

Your petitioner therefore states that he insists that this
court has no jurisdiction whatever, and the authority is not con=-
ferred upon it under the provisions of sections 31 and 32 of the
act of Congress entitled "AN ACT TO RATIFY AND CONFIRM AN AGREEMENT
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WITH THE CHOCTAW AND CHICXASAW TRIBES OF INDIANS, AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES," to pass upon, ora in any way interfere with any judgment
rendered by the said Cpmmission to the Five Civilized Tribes. And
that the decision of this Court, annulling and vacating the judge-
mants of the United States Courts in and for the Southern and Cene-
tral Districts of the Indian Territory, which had bheen app aled

by said Nations from the judgments rendered by the aaid Commission
to the Five Civilized Tribes admitting applicants to citizenship,
has the effect of leaving said favorable judgments by the said Com-
mission in full force and effect.

Now, therefore, said petitioner, still insisting u’én his
rights as member of said tribe, and for the validity of said judg-
mant of the United States Court for the Southern District of the
Indian Territory, and the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes,
admitting him to citizenship, and without waiving any of the
rights adjudged and decreed to belong to and conferred upon him
by law and by virtue of said judgment of the United States Court
for the Southern Districtiof the Indian Territory and the Commis~
sion to the Five Civilized Tribes, said petitioner most respecte
fully prays that an order be made in the nature of a writ of error
or otherwise, directing the clerk of the United States Court for
the Southern District of the Indian Territory, at Ardmore, to
certify and deliver to this Court all the files, papers, dockéts
evidence and proceedings had in this cause number 54, and styled
J.W,Thompson, vs, The Chickasaw Nations, heretofore pending in the
United States Court for the Southern District of the Indian Terri-
tory, at Ardmore, and the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes,
and that all proper writs or otherwise be issued upon the principle
chief of the Choctaw Nation and the Governor of the Chickasaw
Nation, in order that said case may be fully and properly lodged in
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this court for all lawful and proper proceed ings therein,

(signed) Blanton & Andrews

-

Attorney for Petitioner,

Service of a copy of the within on us as attorneys for the
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations is hereby acknowledged this
9th day of March 1903.

(signed) Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish.

We have received a copy of the within petition on this 9th
day of yarch 1903.
(signed) Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish,



lanton & Bndrefos,

4

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,
PAULS VALLEY, I. T.

January 23, 1904.
Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish,
Attorneys and Counselors,

South MgAlester, I. T,

Gentlemen: = :

There is a cause pending there wherein J. W. Thompson
aprears as appellant and the Choctaw Chickasaw Nations as a:pellé@
and as wa;nofé_that otherparties in his condition have heen admitped
by the Commisssion and the Secretary we write to know, if there is to
be any futhsr contest inhis cases f

The only question involved is the second marriage question and you
atement by referalce(to the record there. He wae mar-
ried to Minnie Lee G:aen; an Indian by blood of the Chicksaw tribe and
ghe and the children, excepting one which fdr some reason has been
omitted thus far, have been approved by the Secretarys

fI would be glad to hear from you in raference to this matter
and I write you becausel wish to be frank about it and if there is to be

& fight Imwish to know it in advance.

Youre truly,

-
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South licAlester, Indian Territory, Jamuary 40, 1904,

. Mr, J, T. Blanten,
Pauls Valley, Indian Territory.
Dear Sir: ‘

We are in receipt of your letter of recent date referring
to the citizenship case of J. W. Thompson vs, Chectaw and Chickasaw |
ywations. - ;

Upon examination of the records we find that this case
is on the Tishominge Docket, It is expected that the Tishomingo
docket will be reached early in the Spring and we see no reason why
this case should not be tried and disposed of at an early date
after the Tishomingo docket is reached,

You will understand that notwithstending the facts in
any particular case it will be hecasaaxy to take testimony before
the Court, in order that the court may have before it competent and
conclusive evidence of the facts and be in a position to render
2 judgment thereon,

; The only information we have with reference to the case
is the record which was made up before the Counmission to the Five
Civilized Tribes and the United States Court, and in view of our
contention thut such record is incompetent as evidence we would not

i be able to state, from an exmuination thereof, what our contentions
would be.

Ve should say, froum your stutament, that it would not be
difficult for your clients to present such evidence before the court



Mr., J. T. Blanton--2

as will enable it to understind the case and render such judguent,
without delay, as will do’juatice to the applicant and the Nations,
\
Very respectifully,
b .
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Applicatli on of T W. Thompson for himself and childy Charles

‘William Thompson.
Te the Hon, Dawes “oamission at Vinita, Indian Territory.

Your applieant, 7. V. Thompson for himself and his child,
Charks William Thompson, would ru{ootfuny represent thathe was a
citizen of the United States up till the 31st day of July A, D, 1894
when he became a citizen by marriage of the Chickawaw "ation, Indian
Territory by intermarriage with /iss /innie lLee Creen & citizen by
blood of said Hation. That he secured a licence from the proper authow
ities of the Chickasaw ''ation to marry the said Minnie Lee CGreen as
will appear from a certified copy of the said marriage accompanying
this application. That he is now thirty years o0ld; that his wife,
Vinnie Lee Thompson, is twenty twe years old. That by the mrriage
aforesaid there ag been born to him and his wife !innie Lee Thompson
three echildren of the following names and ages toewit:= lamie
Franeis Thompson, age five years , Robert Lee "Thompson, age three
years and two months and Charks W‘lll- Thompson, age one yesr old.
That his aald wife and his children ( excepting Charles "illiam
Thompson) have all been enrclled on the Chickasaw Rolls fax to whoch
Rolls reference is hereby made, fof citizenship. That they received
their prorata of the "Annuity" paid to the Chickasaws in the “ear
A,D, 1893, That he now lives near Pauls Valley in Pontoteoe County,
Chickasaw ation, Indian Territory., and has i ved in the said
Vation with the said !innie Lee Thompson as his wife ever since their
marriage according to the aws of the State of "exas in the ®ar of
A. D, 1890, which marriage is evidenced by a ¢ ertified copy of same
accompanying this applieation.

Vherefore, application and evidence considered, your applie
cant J. V. Thompson, would respectfully ask, that his child, Charles
William Thompson be enrclled on the reoll for citizens of the
Chickasaw “ation and that he be enrolled on the roll for intermarried
citizens of the Chickasaw “ation or such roll as he may be from this
application and evidenceentitled to.

Signed J. W, THOMPSOY,

Subseribed and sworn to before me at my offiee in Pauls Valley, Ind.
Ter. on this the 29th day of August A.D. 1896.

Je Me DORCHESTER
lotary Publie, Southern Dist.
Indian Territory.

C. W, BARNETT,
Atty. for Applicant.



STATE OF TEXAS
COOKE COUNTY

Te any Judge of the C‘ounty or Digstriet Court, regularly
licensed or ordained minister of the DBospel, of Justice of the Peace
in and for said County of Cookew=

: GREETING
YOU ARE HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO SOLOMIZE THE
RITES OF MATRIMONY

Between, lr., J. W, Thompsen,
and Miss NMinnie Green, and make due return to the Clerk of the County
Coutt of said County within sixty days thereafter, certifying your
action under this License.

(SEAL ) WIINESS my official signature and seal of
office at office in Gainsville this 29th day of
liarch A, D. 1890,
B}f Tom Perry, E., Cs Perry
Deputy. Clk Co. Court Cooke Co.

I, Me He Neely hereby certify th‘f‘nb“”tW;‘ﬁt March
As D¢ 1890 I united in Marriage erc,mpncmuiu Minnie Green

§0° . PETIAER 48278, "BEBMeuwper v 7880
3 EBse R BV, BANA. B B8°oE B89, O8 ABEHE AeRe; 1§8 servantr e’

wh 011103' Mo Ho N..ly, nini.t‘!’

CobA oy (ve onJEJusT weLLJeEe TJCeNEe UOM O P{;. SUQ 0] LeCOLG T¥
lexe| go pu.op‘z\ cu.qzl §Neg gue zou&anmﬂi ? 6 Fug cou.ocf

Lethrrea 2811685 ro% ctra P Dr® Ay BF APWET. (1R
Bi% Fecorded  fe 2nd day of April 1890.

TP 2§sge of exse*

E, C, Perry , Clerk,
By J. E. Hayworth, Deputy



SCUTHERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PICKENS COUNTY 513

. CHICKASAW NATION IND, TER

I Jessee Reeves do uc;o-nly swear that T am
forty two years o0ld and am a citizen of the United Ctates; that my
present post office of Pauls Valley, Ind/ Ter. That I am personally
acquainted with /. /. Thompson and //innie lee Thomsopm his wifeaz, That
I have known both parties about eight years; that they were married
in the year A.D. 1890, That they have 1ived together as man and
wife in the Chieckasaw 'ation ever since thelr marriage as aforesaid.
That they now live near Pauls Vallay, Indian Territory, in said l'ae
tion. Thai Tam personally acquainted with the mother of the said
iinnie Tee Thompson and that she and ler mother are noth recognized
8 eitizens by blood of the Chickasaw atioft. That by the marriage
aforesaid there has been born to the said J. V. Thompson and Vinnie
I.ee "hompson fhroc children and that all three of said children are
now living.

Signed. Jesse ILeeves,

Subseribed and sworn to before me at my office in the Town of Pauls
Valley on this the 26th day of August A.D. 1890.
J. Me DORCHESTER
Netary Publie, Se. Distriet

Indian Territory.



UNITEL STATES OF AMERICA
SOUTHERN DISTRICT 58
INDIAN TERRIRORY. -
I, J. J. l'ichols, do solomnly swear that I
am 54 years old and that I am a ecitizen of the United States, That I
am personally acquainted with J. W. Thompson and Minnie Iee Thompson
nic wife. That they mow live in Pontotoek County Chickasaw lation
near the town of Iauls vValley Indian Territory. That the said
iinnie Lee "hompson's maiden name was \innie Lee Green. That she is
recognized as a member by blood of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians.
That I knew the mother of the sgaid Minnie Lee Thompson; that she was
and is recognized as a member by blooed of the Chickasaw Tribe of
Indians. That the said Indian Right of the Said iinnie Lee Thompson
has never been denied by the authorities of the Chickasaw ation.
That my Post Office is Pauls Valleyy Indian Territory.
Sdgned. J. J. h:f Nichols
mark
Witness to iark. V. Barnett

Subseribed and sworn to before me at my office in the town of Pauls
Valley, I.T. on this the 29th day of August A.D, 1896,
Je M. Donhnﬁr
lotary Publie, Southern Dist.
Indian Territory.



This is to certify that by virtue of office, [ have this day

" performed the marriage ceremony between J, V. Thompson and liinnie Lee

Green according to the laws of the Chickasaw llation.
Given under my hand, thisnthe 31st day of July, 1894.
I. A, Durris

Witness.

) Co. & Probate Judge
Ce J. Burtris

Pontotocir County.
E. E. Burris

I hereby certify that this marriage certificate of /. W.
Thompson and linnie Lee Green 'Il. duly recorded on the marriagce record
of Pontotoe County, Chickasaw lation on the 18th day of Augus® 1894,

W. Columbus
Co. « Brobate Clerk

C o N

Stonewall, 1,7, Aug. 19th, 1296,

1 do hereby certify that the above copy of the marriage
certificate of J., W, Thompson and M. L. Green is a true and correct
copy of the marriage in my office.

George Colbert

Coes Clerk,



Je ¥, Thompson, et al,
Vs, No, 54 Judgment, Southern District March 12, 1898,
CMohlaw Nation,

This day this cause coming on to be hard, upon the pleadings,
exhibits, proof, master's report and tle exception filed tlereto; and
the court being sufficiently adviged:

Orderes and adjudges that the exceptions filed by the éfend-
ant to the master's report be, and the same are hercby overruled, amd
that said repo-t be, and the same is here'y, in all other respects con-
fimed,

And the Court being sufficiently advised upon the whole case:

Doth order, adjudge and decree that the applicant, J, W,
Thompson , be and he is hereby admitied as a member of the Chickasaw
Tribe of Indians by intermarriage, and that he have all the rights,
pri¥ileges and immurities as such.

And the court beng further advised, it is ordered adjudged
axl decreed that the applicant, Clarles William Thompson, be and he
is hereby admitted as a member of the Chickasaw gribe of Indians by bdlo ¢
and that he have all the rights privileges and immunitites as such,
And the Clerk of this court is hereby ordered to tranmmit a certified
copy of this judgemtn to the Coomission to the Five Civilizes Tribes
of Indims, which said Commission is hereby directed to enrll each and
both of the above n amed applicants upon the rolls made out by it for the
“hickasaw ymtion as membes of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians, in the
way and manmer as herein indicated.

To this judgnent the Chickasaw Nation excepts.



SUMMONS.

United States of America,

Indian Territory, S8

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court.

=3

The President of the United States of America,

To the United States Marshal for the Indian Territory, Southern.DlstrIct,
GREETING:
' 3 r1

You are hereby Commanded to Summons P. S. Moseley, Governor of
the Chickasaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this

summons upon him, as Governor of said Nation a compldint in Equity filed against the

Choctaw and:Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Cit.‘izenship Court, in the Indian ’l‘ér»

- L (R A7 | o 3 ‘ |
m%‘itor_v, at ¥ \7&1)&@%/\&6) K _ (/f O \)%Wf BBairne %

and warn him that upon his failure as said Governor to answer on bzhalf of said nation, the
complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter;

And you are further commanded to notify said P. S. Moseley Governor aforesaid,

that the/pfrp?rs, files and proceedings in the case ot ... ﬁ CAT LM Rnaad

P
File No. ... \f‘f .. in the District Court for the ..~/ v District of the

Indian Territory, has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Conrt, and that

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said /g\ MANIAST—  District, Indian Territory,

has been attached thereto.

WITNESS the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge,
" 'Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Foote, Associate

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester,

Indian Territory, aforesaid, this ... &3 e

day of March A. D., 1903.

Bv .. Deputy.
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SUMMONS

IN EQUITY.

9 AT

VS,

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations.

Summons issued .. N S dav of

March, 1903. Returnable instanter.

Marshal’s Fees.

Service - - - $ -
Miles - - . - 8.
Expenses - - - $

ToraL $.2..8%.
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SUMMONS.

United States of America,

Indian Territory, s

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court.

The President of the United States of America,

Tp the United States Marshal for the Indian Territory, Northern District,

o

GREETING:

You are hereby Commanded to Summons Green McCurtain, Principal Chief of
the Choctaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this
summons upon him, as Principal Chief of said Nation a complaint in Equity filed against the

Choctaw aqd Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court,‘ in the Indian Ter-

ﬁ@ by a, TAF \’j)/\xﬂj\/v\{)‘\)

and warn him that upon his failure as said Principal Chief to answer on behalf of said nation, the

ritory, at ... \ﬁ/\j)&/t

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the sur'ﬁr{mons instanter;

Ay
i~

And you are further commanded to notify said Green McCurtain, Pvrincipal Chief aforesaid,

that the papers, files and proceedings in the case ot ... . 3 AT D AN AN

File No. ... \5§L// in the District Court for them AN

District of the

Indian Territory, has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said X“Q,AAKSVU\NV\ District, Indian Territory,

has been attached thereto.
WITNESS the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge,
Walter I.. Weaver and Henry S. Foote, Associate
Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester,

Indian Territory, aforesaid, this ... 43,

day of March A. D., 1903.
b Qean SR b saraihs Cletk

W ,
| s é)o&‘ ....................................... . Deputy.
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Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations.

Summons issued ...

March, 1903.

RS .= day of

Returnable instanter.
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IN THE CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT, SITTING
AT SOUTH McALESTER, IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY

J. W, Thompson, Plaintiff

Vs

-

The Chickasaw and Choctaw ywations.

De fendants.

PETITION TO THE CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT
REQUESTING THAT WRIT OF ERROR BE ISSUED TO THE UNITED STATES COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY, REQUIRING SAID
COURT TO TRANSFER ANB CERTIFY TO THE SAID CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW

__CTITIZENSHIP COURT THE FILES, PAPERS AND PROCEEDINGS IN CITIZENSHIP

CASE Wo. 54, AND STYLED; J. W, THOMPSON, ET AL VS THE CHICKASAW
NATION,
Now comes the petitioner J. W, Thompson, and respectfully

show the court that under the act of Congress of June 10, 1896,
and within the time prescribed in said act, xm he applied by
written application to the Commission for the Fi&ve Civilized Tribes
for enrollment as a citizen and member by itermarriage of the
Chickasaw Tribes of Indians; that said written application was filed
with said commission within the time prescribed by law; that in due
course of time said Commission heard and decided said application,
and admitted said petitioner +to citizenship in the said Chickasaw
tribe of Indians; that threafter and within the time prescribed in
sald act, the Chickasaw Nation and tribe of Indians appealed from
the decision of the Commission to the Five Civilized tribes, to the
United States Court for the Southern District of the Indian Terrtory,
at Ardmore, wherein said case was styled J. W, Thompson vs The
Chickaéaw Nation, number 54; that thereafterwards, to-wit, on the
12th day of March 1898, a full, complete and final hearing and
trial was had of the claim of this petitioner, J. W. Thompson,
and that by the judgment and decree entered in said case on said
date, the petitioner herein was adjudged to be a citizen of the
Chickasaw Tribe of Indians by intermarriage.

Petitioner respectfully states that on the 29th day of
March, 1890, he was regularly and lawfully married to Miss Minnie



-
Lee Green, a member and citizen of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians by
blood, who was then residing with said tribe of Indians in the Chick-
asaw Nation, Indian Territory; that said marriage ceremony was
performed in the State of Texas under and by virtue of the laws of
said state; that afterwards, and on the 3lst day of July, 1894, he
was regularly and lawfully married to the said Minnie Lee Green in
accordance with the laws and requirements of the Chickasaw Nation,
Indian Territory, by the County and Probate Judge of Pontotoec County,
Chickasaw Nafion, Indian Ter itory; that by reason of said marriage§
and each of them, the petitioner bhecame a citizen and member of

the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians, and is entitled to all the rights,
privileges and immunities as such; that the petitioner herein, prior
to sald marriages, was a citizen of the United States, and not a
member or citizen of any tribe or nation of Indians; and that the
said Minnie Lee Green was and is a citizen of the Chickasaw tribe

of Indians residing in the Indian Territory; the applicant W. J.
Thompson, since his last marriage, to-wit, in 1894, has always

been recognized as he ing a citizen of the Chickasaw Tribe or

Nations of Indians.

Your petitioner further states that since his said
marriage with the said Minnie Lee Green, he and she have continuously
lived and resided together as husband and wife in the Chickasaw
Wation Indian Territory.

Petitioner further shows that by its judgment rendered on the
17th day of December, 1902, in the case of The Choctaw and Chickasaw
Nations or Tribes of Indians vs J, T. Riddle et al, this court
adjudged and decreed all judgments and decisions of the United
States Courts in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations admitting persons
to citizenship and enrollment as citizens of said Nations upon appeal
from the commission to the Five Civilized Tribes and the citizenship
committees of said tribes, to be null and void bhoth as to the defen-
dants named in sald cause, and all other persons claiming citizen-

ship in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations by virtue of the judgments



-3e
rendered in the United States Courts for the Southern and Central
Districts of the Indian Territory, inder the acto of June 10, 1896.
Your petitioner states that he was not a party to said case
of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations or Tribes vs J T Riddle et al
and are not bound hy the judg&enta rendered therein, and that said
court had no jurisdiction or power under the pleadings and evidence
of said case to set aside or vacte the judgment of the United
States Court for the Southern District of the Indian Territory
admitting him to citizenship in the Chickasaw Nation, and that
said judgment of the United 8tates Court for the Southern District
of the Indian Territory is still in full force and effect.

But your petitioner further states that should this court
hold that he is bound by the judgment rendered in said case of the
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations vs J. T. Riddle et al, and that
the judgment rendered by the United States Court for the Southern
District of the Indian Territory admitting him to citizenship in
the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians, is null and void and of no effect
whatever, then the effect of said decision would be only to annul
and vacate the judgment rendered by the United States Court for
the Southern District of the Indian Terrutory, and would leave in
full force and effect the original judgment of the Commission to the
Five Civilized Trihes admitting this petitioner to citizenship in
the saild Chickasaw Bribes of Indians.

Your petitioner therefore states that he insists that this
court had no jurisdiction whatever, and the authority is not conferred
upon it under the provisions of section 31 and 32 of the Act of
Congress entitled "AN ACT TO RATIFY AND CONFIRM AN AGREREIMENT WITH
THE CHQOTAW AND CHICKASAW TRIBES OF INDIANS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES"
to pass upon, or in any way interfere with any judgment rendered by
the said Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. And that the
decision of this Court, annulling and vacating the judgments of the
United States Courts in and for the Southern and Central Districts of
the Indian Territory, which had been appealed by the said Nations

Eremxkrx
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from the judpments rendered by the said Commission to the Five
Civilized Tribes admitting applicants to citizenship, has the
effect of leaving said favorable judgments by the said Commission
in full force and effect.

Now, therefore, said petitioner, still insisting upon his
rights as a member of?sam tribe, aﬁa for the validity and finality
oi the said Judgmantfhf the United B%atos ﬁourt for the Bguthern
DIstrict of the Indiéh Territory, an! the .ommission o tﬁo Five
Odvilized Tribes, adﬁatting him taLQitizonghip, and w{}hqgt waiving

@ atw of the rights ad@gdged and docrecd to belong to hiﬁ.ahd conferred

ugon him by l@w and .by virtue of sa},id f;ud@nent of thoﬁllnated States
COurt for the aoutheﬁi District of‘the Ind?an Territory qu the
Qbmmission to the Fig Civilized Trfbos, sﬁid pctitioﬁbr @ost
i;spectfullv prays tq@t an order be(pnde in the nature oﬁ:d writ of
error or otherwise, directing the clerk of the United States Court
for the Southern District of the Indian Territory at Ardmore, to
certify and deliver to this court all files, papers, dockets,
evidence and proceedings had in this cause number 54, styled
J. W, Thompson 'vs the Chickasaw Nation hefetofore pending in the
United States Court for the Southern District of the Indian Territory
at Ardmore, and the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, and
that all proper writs BRa otherwise, be lssued upon the Principal
chief of the Choctaw Nation and the Govern0r10r~the Chickasaw Nation,
in order that said case may be fully and properly lodged in this
court for all lawful and proper proceedings therein.

(Signed) Blanton & Andrews,

Attorneys for Petitioner.



IN THE CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW C ITIZENSHIP COURT,
SITTING AT TISHOMINGO, JUNE TERM, 1904,

Jo W, Thompson,
ve, Wo, b4,

Choc taw and Chickasaw Wations,
Blanton & Andrews, Attormeys for Defendants,

Mansf ield, McMurray & Comish, for Defendants,

Present and presiding the Honorables Spencer B, Adams,
Chief Judge and Walter I, Veaver and Henry S, Foote, Asso-
ciate Judges,

JUNE 1, 1904, This day this cause coming on to be
hears, both plaintiffs and defendants being represented by
counsel z2m bd h he ving amounced ready for trial, the
following proceedings were had, to-wit, :

Mr, Blanton:

There appears two marriage certificates, One 1s a mar-
riage license and the other is a2 marrisge certificate, and
I took it to be a marrisre license end certificate, "Reads
marrjiage certificate of marrisge under laws of Chickasaw
Nation®, I wish to say to the Court that I am going to
put in all my ﬁroor, and if Mr, Comish, the attomey for the
Fations insists that the certificate is not sufficient, I
want to make a search of the Pantotoe County records, It
shows that Judge Burris is a very influential citizen snd an
honorsble man, If ¥r, Comish insists, T will get that, dbut
T take it that this ought to be sufrmxfggt, as he knows Judge

Burris,
Mr, Comish:
However we d‘uirod to facilitate matters, we would

require that you lmve the best evidence,

¥r., Blanton:

-



All right,
¥Mr, Comish:
: If the original license cannot be found, you cen
introduce secondary-evidence,
Mr, Blanton:
We desire to introduce a certificate from the Cheliman
of the Dawes Commission, showing that Minnis Lee Thumpson
is an enrolled citizen by blood of the Chickasaw Nation,
"Reads certificate,
JUDGE ADAMS:
Wife of J, W, Thompson,
Mr, Blanton:
Ves sir, Marked Foh ibit A"

J. W, THOMPSON, being called as a witness
in his own behalf, after being first duly sworn, testified
a3 Tollows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION,
Mr, Blanton:
Q.~-State your name?
A, T, W, Thompson,
Q.~-Did you know Minnie T.ee Creen bqtgfﬂro ghe was married?
A,~~Ves sir, >
Q.~=You know whethe r or not she drew the Leused Digstrict
money in 1893,

A,~-Ves sir, T drew it for her, I didn't do it personally
but her half brother did,

Q.--Vill ask yvou if vou were married to her first scocording
to the laws of the State of Texas9 in 1890,

A.==Yes s8ir,

Q.--Is this the marriage licemss as well as the record of
it?

A,-=-Seems to be so,



Mr, Blanton:
I des ire to introduce it in evidence, Suppose I just
detatch it and introduce it a8 an exhibit,
JUDGE ADAWS: e
No use in detatching it,
¥r, Blanton:
Offer it in evidence as Exhibit B,
Q.~=Were you subseguently married to this woman again?
A,--Yes sir,
Q.==Who married you that time®
A,~~Judge Burris,
¥Mr, Blanton:
i desire to introduwe in evidence a marriage certifi-
cate sitested by Judge Burris, end certified %to by the
County {lerk of Pentotoc founty, Marked Exhibit C"
Q.~=Are vous till living with and have you continuously lived
with Minnie Lee Green since vou were originally married
to her?
A.~-Yes sir,
Q.=-Fnow what pert Chickasaw she is?
A.--Yes sir,
Qe==What part Chickesaw blood has she?
A,--She Bs one fourth, supposed to De,
Qe==Where did'jrou get the license thatyou wers married under
the last time?
Ao==Narried wnder the llcense msde by Judge Burris, gGot that
st Judge Burris house,
Q.==What was Judge Burris, s official of the Chickasaw Nation
or the United Sta tes®
A,==Probate Jndgo.
Q.~~0f what?
A,~~Chick asaw Nation,
Q.--What County?



A,--Pcntotoc;
CROSS~EXAMINATION,
¥r, Comish;
0.,=~Vou are a white meh?
A,~-Yes sir,
Q.=-When were you first married to your wife,
Mr, FNlanton:
T object to the question, the record is the best
evidenca,
JUDGE ADAWS:
The marriage license has already been introduced.
¥r, Comish:
It is nott for the purpose of proving the marriage license,
Mr, Blanton:
I withdraw the objection,
¥r, Comish:
Q.~-What is your recOllection as ttc when you first married?
A,~~The laat of Righty.
Q.~~Married under a licensexm issved by the suthoritles of
Cook County, Texas in 18907
A.,~-Yes sir,
Q.=-Vhere were you living st thst time?
A.~-Living in Mayer,
Q.==Where was your wife living?
A.~=Right there,
Be~~Had ghe livaed there slways?
A,~-Born there,
Qe~=Then you were remarried under the Chickasaw law in what
year, Remember the year, was it in 1894%
Ae=-Ves sir, T belleve it was, 7 an not sure., I helieve it
wae in ninety-four, 7T moved in ninety three up there,
and married in ninety-four,



Q.=-Procured & licenss under the Chickasaw law?

A,~~Yes sir,

Q.~-Who issued the license?

A,--Judge Isasc Burris,

Q.~=Pay sny money for the 1license?

A.,~~Yes sir,

Q.~-How much?

A.~~-Fifty dollsrs for the license and a dollar for marrying
us,

Qe~=¥hat became of the lieense,

A.~~I am unsble to produce it hear,

Qe--What became &f it®

Ae==Give 1t t- the County Clerk at Stonewall?

A.=~~Tor what purpose?®

A.==To record and send me a certified copy. 1 dontt know
whether he 4did ® x or not,

Q.~~Have any recollection of what bec sme of the papear after

you gave 1t to the Clerk to be recorded?

A.,-=N¢ s8ir, 1 got witnesses to our marrilage,

Qe==Mr, Thompgson, you dontt understand my question, This
paper is the marriage certificate, this is not the 1i-
cense?

A=~ wanti down there after thet me and ___ Kerraw Pauls
Valley went down one night, when the Dawes Commission cgme
around to enroll us,

Qe.~~What did vou go for?

A,~~Tor a cartiied copy,

Q.=~0f what?

A,~~TLicenae,

Q.-~Did you get 1t?

A,~~Vee =i,

Q.==I8 this the payer”®



Ao~~Ko 8ir,
Qe==Did y u get enother paper besides that, Did you get omne
papar or two?
A,~~These ain't the psper, These are the first ones I got,
snd then I got some besides them,
Qe==~Is it your statement that you dd at one ti me secure a
certif ied copy of the license?
A.--Yes 8ir,
Q.~-what did you do with 1t9
A,~-Turned it over to ¥r, Blaanton, T don't know what he
did with it,
¥y .Blanton:
Q.,==¥y, PFomer partner, Mr, Bammestt represented you in
ninety-six did ha?
A,~--V88 sir,
¥r, Cornigh:t
The records are still intaot im that County.
Mr, Blanton:
Qe=-Will ask you if you didn't go alter that certif ied copy
of the marriage AXEMLEXXX ©"ecord mxsmoxciisodonrcksadan oxxxx:
for the Comunission when they were at Rakx Paul's Velley
in ninety-seven, and fumish them that certified copy
when you applied to then in ninsty-seven, didn't you
lesve that certificate wilh the Dawes Commission when theym
were there in September, ninety-seven®
As=~No sir,
Q.-~Is that the reason you went &t nicht, they wers going to
leave there?
A.~--Yes zir,
Q.=-¥ill ask you if it is a fact that you filed your original
license with the Dawes Commission with your original

application in ninsty-six, and if they were transferred to



the United St:tes Court st Ardmore, and if they were
destroved by the fire sivbsequent te that time?
A.~-Tay micht have bean,
0,--Understani they wer: bumed up there, Have any knowledge
of where the original is®
A,~~Wo sir,
JUDGE ADANS:
‘Any question sbout thie msn gcetting license o marry
this women,
Mr, Cornish;
T don't know, T ip owm testimony disclogses that there is
& record of his license,
JUDCE POOTE:
T understend that vou xirx stated in answer to - gues~
tion of Coungel for the Tetions thet you fot a license md
peld fifty dollers for it?
A,-~-Vas 8ir,
Q.,~~Wne to the Judge?
A,=~Veg sir, Judge rizht up here,
Q.=~You were married Iin pursuance of that marrisge?
A,~~Yes sir,
Q,==rrave vou lived continnously with that perfrom from that
time to this?
A.,»=Yes sir,
Qe*=A8 her hushsnd?
A,-=Vag sir,
O,-=In the Chickessw Nation®
A,~=Yes sir,
Q.--YWaver gbandened her since vour first marriage ®
A,==%¢ silr, liwd continucusly with her,
JUDGE ADAVS:

iny quention about this, Did he says that it was a matter



of racoypd,
Mr, Blanton:

The Judges in this nation are elected, and one of
them will live herd one year and the cther somewhers else
the next, =2nd they will move the records, and some of
th m keep them in barrels snd boxes,

JUDGE ADAWS:
This is not a pracedent, If there ieg my question about
the matle r the Court would require it,
Mr, Coranish:
After appilcation has been made to the proper custodian
of thess records, i a search is made and upon app'i~
eation, cannot be procured, 1t would be proper to consider
gecondery asvidence,
JUDGE ADAMS:
That is the r~ule of evidence, Yo question sbout the man's
being ma-ried and Just hecauses he s not ot his marriage
license, and he has got his certificate,
Mr, Cornish:
The liosmse itself would be the best evidence,
JUDGE ADAMS:
"hat 4id you say sbout the license,
Mr, Comiah:

I stated that we Bve no doubt as to the fects? Y can't
say that this man is not telling the truth, but I don't
inow,

JUDGE AT AMS:
Vou want thes to prove svry link in the chain, dbut
we sre sitiing here to get at the rigcht of 'he matter,
and T gee no uss, vhen the thing is ecstablished beyond a
guestion in putting it off, Tet a judgment admitting

this men fto citizenship e entersd, You are richt Mr,



Cornigh, VYou want all these ‘hings prove, but when about
the matte r--,
Mr, Cornich:
T =m unable to say that this men is not telling the
truth, The testiwony is not sulficient from the dtand-
point of ‘he Natiogs, 1 do not consider the facta
gufficlently establizhed by the test imony,
JUDGE WPAVER:
The fect that the Judge of the County certifies that he
performed the marriege in accordance with the laws offi the
Chickassw Watlon, the law presumes that the Fudgmoxxxx
of ficers perform their duty,
¥r, Comnish:
Our view is that the mere act of an offic ial would
hot hind the Nation,
JUDGE ADANE:
He didn't bring that out, snd then jyou brought the
fact that he got a licanse,
JUDGR FOOTE;
Thie wan introduced evidence here which was secondary,
and before it was competent it had to be should that the
record could not hbe found, Coungel for the Nations brought
oul the factls thet he had complied with the law, and the
specific mamner in whi h he complied with 1t, and that
he paid fifty dollars for the license and & dollar lfor
marrying hinm, The other side didn't stteupt to do anything
of that kin; and therefore it seem to me that the gbsence
of any bLestimony of the other side, that there is no daubt
about it, and the faot that the evidence was brouwht out
by the Wations, while agree with Judge Adams that this
is not 2 to be adniited a precedent, because if Counsel

for the Nations should say that they would controvert the

facts, but here the evidence w hich is material thmxx



was brought out on the pther side,
" Mr, Cornish:

Following the courn that we have al ays followed in
these cases, I brought out thi s evidence while the wit-
ness was on the stand, 80 that in the event the license could
not be procyred the sscondary evidencewould be in (ke recor d,
and the Court iz aware that in these cases we I ve gone out
of our way to bring out the facts, and to make the applicants

a8 little expense end trouble as possible,

%---—‘-



In the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citigenship Court, sitting at
Tishomingo, in the Southern District of the Indian Territory,
June Jerm, 1904,

Jt 'l mOW'“,
V. No., B4,

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations.

DECREE OF COURT.

On this 1lst day of June, 1904, this cause coming for
final decision, the same having heretofore been submitted upon
the law and the evidence, and the Court being well and suffi-
ciently advised in the premises, doth find that the plaintiff,
J. Wo Thompson, is entitled to be deemed a citizmen by inter-
marriage of the Chickasaw Nation, and to enrollment as such,
and to all the rights, privileges and immunities, personal to
himself, which flow therefrom,

IT I8 THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the
plaintiff, J. W. Thompson, is entitled to be deemed a citizen by
intemerriage of the Chickasaw Nation, and to enrollment as
such citizen, and to all the rights, privileges and immunities,
personal to himself, which flow therofrom.
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Chief Judge.
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Associate Judge.
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Associate Judge.



