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SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, I 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

The President of the United States of America, 
T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l for t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , [Northern D i s t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons Green McQurtain, Principal Chief of 

t h e Choc taw Nat ion , to a n s w e r on behalf of said nation, in twen ty d a y s af ter the service of t h i s 

s u m m o n s upon him, as P r i n c i p a l Chief of said Nat ion a compla in t in Equ i ty filed aga ins t the 

Choctaw and Cjjickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Ci t i zensh ip Cour t , in the I n d i a n T e r 

r i t o ry , atr^"c-''*i-??>^ , bv 

and warn him tha t upon his fa i lure as said P r i n c i p a l Chief to answer on behalf of said nation, the 

compla in t will be taken for confessed, and you will make r e t u r n of the s u m m o n s i n s t a n t e r ; 

And you a r e f u r t h e r commanded to notify said G r e e n M c C u r t a i n , P r inc ipa l Chief aforesaid, 

* a a • „ t / , V ^ ^ ^ 
t ha t t he pape r s , tiles and p roceed ings in the case ot ..../..?.. ' ^ L * M....4 C...?Z....*?&?TZ~.. 

Fi l e No. .../s3,A in the Di s t r i c t C o u r t for the * r * * ^ ^ ^ k * * . ^ ! D i s t r i c t of the 

Ind ian T e r r i t o r y , has been t r a n s f e r r e d to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Ci t i zensh ip Cour t , and tha t 

t he cer t i f icate of the c le rk of said cou r t for said J * " * * ? ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . . Dis t r i c t , Indian T e r r i t o r y , 

has been a t t ached t he r e to . 

W I T N E S S the Honorab le S p e n c e r B. Adams , Chief J u d g e , 

W a l t e r L. Weave r and H e n r y S. Poote , Assoc ia te 

J u d g e s , and t he Seal thereof, a t South McAles t e r , 

Ind ian T e r r i t o r y , aforesaid, th is ..&../...-~~. 

day of March A. D., 1903. 

~... £ & ^ ^ Clerk . 

Bv Deputy. 
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SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

>-BB 

The President of the United States of America, 
T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l f o r t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , S o u t h e r n D i s t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons P. S. Moseley,, Governor of 

the Chickasaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this 

Summons ufSon him:, as Governor of said Nation a complaint in Equity filed against the 

Choctaw ana-Cjiickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Ter

ritory, d&^^-prtt**?^^ , bv JL\LJ^->~>^& 
and warn him that upon his failure as said Governor to answer on behalf of said nation, the 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter; 

And you are further commanded to notify said P. S. Moseley Governor aforesaid, 

that the papers, files and proceeding's in the case ot . . . ^ ^ . ^ ^ . / . . . . l ( ^ ^ ? ^ ? ^ ! ? ^ * * ^ 

Pile No. ../....S...A in the District Court for thefcrfwfcrrffc^^ of the 

Indian Terr i tory, has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said ^ ^ ^ - - ^ ' ^ ^ ' ^ ^ District, Indian Terr i tory, 

has been attached thereto. 

<\ 

W I T N E S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Poote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester, 
« 

Indian Terr i torv, aforesaid, this .,&...•/... 

dav of March A. D., 1903. 

^Z4f^4^.....^... .<JL̂ -**̂ ^ Clerk. 

Deputy. 



MARSHAL'S RETURN 

United States of America, 
Indian Territory, 

DISTRICT. - w :i tssi-r, — — • - j 

I received this summons this of 

at "... o'clock m. and served same by copy, as follows: 

Personally on P. S. Moselev, at 

This dav of , 1903, m. 

A. D.. 1903, 

Indian Terr i tory, 

By : Deputy 
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SPENCER B. A D A M S , CHIEF JUDGE. 
W A L T E R L. W E A V E R , } A S S 0 0 1 A T E J U D G E S . 
H E N R Z S. F O O T E , J 

J A M E S B. CASSADA CLERK. 
E D W I N P. B E V I T T STENOGRAPHER. 
J A M E S P. B A I N , BAILIFF. 

§tpnxtnxtnt of %xxstittr 

©ftottaw mxtl (&Uxt1xu$zxxxy (&itizm$Mp <&o\xx\T 

%\x&izxu %zxxx\oxx$, 

.., 190.-. 

^yV *J/> ^^^^£^^ 

\ 

A* 3d 



SPENCER B. ADAMS, CHIEF JUDGE. 
WALTER L. WEAVER,}ASS0CIATEJUDGE3. 
HENRV S. FOOTE, J 

JAMES B. CASSADA CLERK. 
EDWIN P. BEVITT STENOGRAPHER. 
JAMES P. BAIN, BAILIFF. 

§tpuxtmtut 0f JttsttjCJC, 
(tiUott&xo uutl <&Mt1iuS(txv (&itizm$Mp <&o\xxtf 

%xx&i\m T£&xxit#xx$, 

^ / 

A* J' d 

.., 190-
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\ ^T „W t r- •'•;" 
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In the Choctaw arid Chickasaw Citizenship Court, 

Bit t ing at Tishomin::D, Indian Territory, May 24, 19U4. 

H.J.Sorrftlibo, Plaintiff, 

- -vs-- No, 35, 

ihe Choctaw and Chickasaw Nation?, Defendants, 

~ -o~ 

Present and presiding the Hone, •• a l t e r h* leaver and 

Henry S, Foot*, Associate Judgpa of said Court. 

--o— 

Appearances, 
Herbert, Walker & Cannon, for Plaint i f fs , and 
Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish, for Defendants, 

—o-»-

llay 24, 1904J Thin day this cause ooming on to be heard 

the following proceeding were had towit; 

Mr — 

The Borrelli case i s set for t r i a l today, this ia a case in 

whioh rry partner, lfr« Herbert, of Ardmore i s Counsel; he is very 

fu i l i a r with the case ani 1 Hi very unfMiliar with i t . and I 

would like to have the Court nass the case unt i l this afternoon 

to gif« Mr, Herbert time to (apt here. 

Judge leaver; 
I will call i t the l a s t case today, we have several, 

and if he is not here, we will call i t tomorrow morning. 



24th, 1904, 

Present same aa th B morning* 

Thia Uy thia cause oomin n Further to be heard the 

following proceedings were had lomt; 

Mr. Herbert; 

I understand that Affidavits taken exoarte have boon 

excluded under the ruling of the Court. 

Jud 58 Weaver; 
Yon, sir , 

Or. Herbert; 
Then i will detach an' offer this narri-vx license, 
Baiae ia Burked Ex, "AA" 

--o — 

a witness called by the Plaintiff, beii ' luly pworn testified 

as follows! 

Mr, Herbert; 

'.'.- '/.here were you married? 

A.- The Slat day of June 1861, 

Q.- ..Tic re and to whom were you married? 

A,- in Lamar County, Texas, to one Blary No iris; her real name 
Cou itee 

w a ttolicuK, but i li I not know i t at the vine; her step 

father's n w • - Norrit, 

Q.- ihere was she living then? 

A.- in the Choctaw Nation, one s le west of what ia called old 

Doaksville, with her step father, 

Q#- Where were you livij 

.A.- A half a mile atdll further west, with one 8— Fulnor.., w 

working for him, 

Q.- ud you or not obtain a marriage licence? 

. - Yen, sir , . * 
• •* 



0 . - How long af te r your marriais did you and she reside in the 

Choctaw or Chickasaw Nations? 

A.- I remained there — was married in 1361 and my recol lec t ion 

i s in '67 or 8 we removed from there to on the Washita, near 

Pauls Valley. She l ived some two or three years , as well m 

I remember, a f t e r we moved there and then she died. 

Q f- How many children had you by t h i s woman? 

A.- Four. 

Q.- Sta te t h e i r names p lease . 

A,- Francis Asberry, 

Q.- F.A.Rubottom? 

A.- No, s i r , Sor ro l l s . 

Q.- What i s the next one. 

A.- Henry Jackson. 

Q.- The next? 

A.- Matilda Elizabeth, She l ives down here on Hud Creek now. 

Q.- Whom did Matilda marry? 

A,- William P . Rubottom. 

. - The other chi ld. 

A,- Hanna Miriah, tha t makes four; she died when she was two 

ye-irs o ld . The other one, Henry Jackson he .lied when he w&8 

eipht or nine months o ld . 

Q.- Had Matilda any children by t h i s man Rubottom? 

How many children l i d she have by him? 

A.- My reco l lec t ion i s eigjit on the r o l l and she has some s ince : 

two died and two are not or. the r o l l ; I am not posi t ive whether 

there i s one or two not on the r o l l . 

Q.- Examine those names and s t a t e in what way you are re la ted to 

those people. 

A.- Matilda 3 . Rubottom tha t i s my daughter. 



Mary Francis Worrells, that in a grind dau-*hterof mine. 

She married a cour-in of mine. 

Caloie Lee Loirdey, id alno a jrand d.aur^terof nine. 

liosebelle Rubotton i s also another grand daughter of nLn§« 

Ituthie Huer Rubottott is another of my grant dau>$iter8, a l l 

Matilda's children. Ml&nii Viola I-ubottom i s dfeo an other. 

Jesse Andrew is also another ; Ella Evelyn Rubotton: i s also 

another; Ethel Lee Sorrells, i t a daughter of Mary Frances 

Sorrells, t: at totes i t my great grandchild, Matilda Sarah 

Lan -ley that in mothergraiidchild; Matilda P« Ru bottom, that 

i l another great grandchild of nine. She io a daughter of -

Q## Then all those children — 
-rrond 

A*- Are either^c'hildren or great grandchildren. 

' . - Of your BhootiH Indian vdfe? 

A.- 'fen, s i r . 

Q.- How long did shft survive ^fter you married her? 

A.- iy recollection is sh* died in 1871; we vere married in 1861. 

Q.- 7«ere you l iving mth her as your wife when she 'died ? 

A.- Yec, s i r . 

Q.~ I believe you say you have not resided anywhere except in 

the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations pines your rnarria:p to this 

woman? 

A»- Ho, sii% 
for 

;;.- You i&aks no application for enrollment other than,yourself ? 

A.- Qttly nyaelf. 

Mr. Herbert; 
In that Connection I offer the MtfTiigB license. E:x.wAAH 

above referred to . 

4t . 



Mr. Herbert; 

V.-e also offer in evidenoe a cer t i f icate from Mr, Uerr, 

certifying that the namea of these people appear on the ro l l 

a i t lsens by blool of the Choctaw Nation, Eac« "A". 

Q#- You are the Henry Corrells referred to as the father of 

Mrs, Eubottom, in that cer t i f ica te , are you? 

A.- Yer>, s i r . 

C r o s s E x a m i n a t i o n , 

Mr, Cornish; 
Q.- Ifr« Sorrolls, you arc a white nail? 

. - ieg Bir» 

Q.- You were Living in the-country in 1896, arid remember th» 

time when the Act of Congress was passed; the Act of June 

loth, 1896, vesting the Dawes Como&asion with citizenship 

jurisdiction? 

A.- *es, s i r . 

Q.- Sere any of these people ipplieanta before the Dawee Oom* 

mission in 1896, the people mentioned in thia oaper? 

A.- lire, Rubottoia and sone of the children; I don*t remember 

just which ones; some of the children were born since then. 

,- Then Iftre, Hubottoic and her children were a k a t t e d by the 

Dawes Comnieaion in 1896 as eitiaena by blood? 

Q.~ That la the basis of their citizenship? 

.- Yes, s i r . 

Q.- Then, the adjudication of their claim by the Dawes Connis-

sion in 1396, ia thc\basis of their claim? 

A.- Yes, s i r . 

Q.- You married th i s woman in 1661? 

A.- Yes, s i r . 



/ 

A 

- You married her in Lamar County, State of Texas? 

- Yes, sir. 

- On the 21st, lay of June, 1361? 

- The certified copy of a marriage license which you have 

introduced is evidence of that marfiage? 

- Yes, sir. 

- You had never married her before? 

- Mo, sir. 

- Or .any other time? 

- No, sir. 

- This i s the only marriage ever sramsuEsatei consummated be

tween you and this woman? 

- Yes, s i r , 

- You were living at the tin,e in what county in the Choctaw 

Nation? 

- In Towson County. 

- Choctaw Nation? 

- Ye $ sir. 

- At the time of your marriage? 

- Yes, s i r . 

- You continued to l ive in that county until the death of 

your wife? 

- So, s i r , she died at Pauls Valley. 
Choctaw Nation, 

- You were l iving in Towson County,A at the time of your 
married, which occurred down in Texas. 

A.- Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cornish; 
I will state to the Court that the certificate, which is 

introduced, having the knowledge which we possess, that 

the certificate is not conclusive of the citizenship of 
6 



lido woman, because the only basis of the adjudication of 

the claim of these people is the judgsentof the Dawes 

Coirmission in 1896; If that was the issue in the case, we 

should gp further and address ourselves to that issue, 

but since it appear! conclusively from the evidence of this 

man, that there was no compliance with the tribal laws of 

the Choctaw Nation, we submit the case to the Court, asking 

that the rale of the Court in the James T« Leard iase be 

applied to this case. 

Mr. Herbert; 

My information has been that there wai no law in the 

Choctaw Nation prior to 1876, 

Mr. CQrnish; 
You will find that there was ̂ long prior to ttafrt. 

Mr. Herbert; 
Q.- Do you know whether your wife was or not, reco: prized prior 

to your marriage? 

A.- Shi was recognized as a Choctaw, at least that was always 
my understanding. 

Mr. Cornish; 
We object to his understanding. 

# Herbert; 

Q.- How wtrre you recogiized after your marriage? 

A.- 1 las recogiized as a Choctaw; an intermarried ci t izen. 

Q.- You may state what acts of recognition you have re#ei?ed a t 

the hands of the Choctaw people, as an intermarried Choctaw 

after your marriage to this Choctaw woman? 

A.- In the f i r s t place, I was allowed to vote; X voted twice and 

on one occasion I was appointed as clerk of the election a t 

Old Dooksville, After x moved here to the Chickasaw Country 

there was r>ermits issued under me for men I had employed. 

I alro was appointed to places of t rus t in the way of 
i 

appraising property as a Choctaw cit izen an$ also was ap-
7 t 



pointed adruinistrator under the Chickasaw Law, 

Q.- You mg s ta te , if you know, when your ri.-'ht as an in te r 

married c i t izen was f i r s t questioned by the authorities 

of the Choctaw Nation. 

A.- Mot until we came before the Dawes Commission, 

.- That i s the f i r - t evidence you had that you were nueationed 

ae a citizen of the (jloci&w Nation, 

A.- Ycr,f s i r , 

:lx. CornLrh; 

Wt object to the hat ter part of the ttstinony of thi« 

witness and urgp Vhft i t i t incompetent, our flew bain 

that there are thre/e essential issues in this case; 
l;-t; "/.Ho the womm thijn aonlicr:it married a citizen of the 

j 

Choctaw Nation, laly rccorjiizel m such, 

J2nd« /sere the internnrti 'sgi laws observed in such marriage; 

3rd. That there was no ab.an:ionrrirnt or separation throurji the 

2ad± fault of tiiis applicant. 

All ttstinaony n:ioh doe3 not bear upon thene 'fcteEe three 

essential iesuejs is if •competent and should not be considered 

in the case, 

/ 

4W 
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In t h e Choctaw and Chickasaw C i t i z e n s h i p Cour t , s i t t i n g a t 

Ti shtoniftgo, 1 n d i a n T e r r i t o r y . Beptemtoer, 7 e r a , 1904» 

H. J , S o r r o l l s , 

v s . Mo. 35 . 

GhOQta* and Chiokaeav l o t i o n s . 

EKCEO OF COURT. 

On t h i « 19th da? Of September, 1904, thifl cause 

earning OH f o r f i n a l d e c i s i o n , t h e M n i having h e r e t o f o r e 

been submit ted upon t h e l a s and the evidence, and the Court 

feting wel l and s u f f i c i e n t l y advised in the p r a i s e s , &#th 

fin-3 t h a t the p l a i n t i f f , E. J* S c r r e l l s , l a not e n t i t l e d to 

he deemed a c i t i z e n hy i uteri a j r i a g a cf the Choeta* l o t i o n , 

c r t c enrol lment aa such, or to any r i g h t i wh-tever f la t t ing 

there f rom. 

IT II : ORDERED, AltflX-G.-JL HMD ESCR533 t h a t the 

p e t i t i o n of t he p l a i n t i f f , E, J'* S c r r e l l s , he denied, ®xi& 

t h a t he be not deemed a c i t i z e n by i n t e r m a r r i a g e of the 

Chee t a i fa t iaf t j ana t h a t h i i s not e n t i t l e d t o enrol lment a* 

such , c r to any r i g h t s a h s t t r e r f lowing therefrom. 

Chief Jud 

Assoc ia te Judge . 

Assoc ia te Juch • 
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Kiowa, OhoGtaw Nation, I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , August 3 1 " , 1896. 

To the Hon. Dawes Co i ion : 

Gentlemen : -

I her 1 ' ' bo yo\ir k ind c o n s i d e r a t i o n my ampl ica t ion to 

be p laced on the t o l l s of c i t i z e n s of the Choctaw Nat ion , - . , : p l a c e 

de fo re you the fo l lowing f a c t 3 , to s u s t a i n my a p p l i c a t i o n . Towit : 

I , Henry S a r r e l l s , a c i t i z e n of the Unit ~ S t a t e s , a m of the 

Choctaw Nat ion was m a r r i e d t o Mary N o r r i s s , a Choc; , i ;htor 

of John Ver r lM and Marinda N o r r i s s , of o la Dolesv :.aw N a t i o n , 

I was mar r ied on t he 8t . lay of June , 18^1 , in J a r i s , f exas , by Rev. 

F a r r e , il. rr, , iy w i f e ' s o ro the r , Char les Norriss , who >ur 

l a a r r i a j e , is lead. :iiid T :;ot no m a r r i a g e c e r t i f i c a t e , owin^ to n e g l e o t , 

or custom, however, I can t I w illy mar r i ed , 

and can fu rn i sh p l en ty o£ evidence t h a t my wife was a Choctaw by Dlood, 

and t h a t we 11 v I t i g e t h e r a^ roan i f 4 , aiid t h a t t i - r -e c h i l d r e n 

were born to us in wedlock. Jty" w i f e ' " Indian bl ;ame from her 

mother, ' a r inda i ao r r i s s , whose a a i . • H a l l , t h e l a t e Perry Ha.U , 

Choctaw by blood, was ay i*e* • Uncle , Mr. Treen Gardner , Choctaw oy olood, 

ia s t i 1 l i v i n g i s my ' jousir i . Mrs. Annie Pi '*ott , Choctaw 

cy o lood, i s s t i l l , J.iv i. if es 3 Is t e r . Th.e re wer e t h r i 

c h i l d r e n "born to us in s a id wedlock, bowitj 

Frank SarBl±3, Lifts i t S a r r e l l s , ffeniiiah S a r r e l l s , ,iy youngest daugh te r 

Hen ah S^r.-el ls Li ad in 13*71. My wife die . , in 1870, xay son Prank went to 

Dakota and i s s t i l l l i v i n g t h e r e . My iter L i , ied Mr. Wil l iam 

.Ruwottom , who, w i th t h e i r family , a r e l i v i n g in t h e Nat ion. 

I have been l i v i n g in the C ... i l Chicte.3 vw Nation ever s i n e e 

my m a r r i a g e to Mary No- ' r i s s , Ifla have always been rec c i t i 

zen of t h e Qhoct , i on - nave voted in the Choctaw na t ion a:; a r e c o g 

nized Chictaw a t t h e i r e l e c t i o n s , T j i t i z e n of the 

Choctaw N a t i o . y J ..:-. Gardner a t Tuskahoma a few ye- jrs ai;o, where I went 

"before a Board to s t r a i g n t e n up my o h i l d r e n s i d e n t i t y 

/ 



which was a l l s a t i s f a c t o r y , I am l i v i n g at I'eon, Pickwns Co., Chickasaw 

^ation, Ind. Ter. 

(SICWED) HEî av SAR JL iXS 

Subscribed and sworn to be fo re rue +hi?, the 1 s t lay of Sept, 

189 — . 

(Signed) A. C. Blackwood, 

SEAL. Notary 

2^-



Kiowa, Chocta. Na t ion , I n i . T e r . , Aug. 3 1 " , 18(.' . 

To the Hon. Dawes Co^umi as ion: 

Vfe, the undersigned w i t , c i t i z e n s 

off the Choctaw Nation, t e s t i f y f i a t we have known Henry S a r r e l l s f o r 

a nu-iber of yewrs, and we know t h a t h i s w i f e , Mary S a r r e l l s was a Choc

taw by o luod , and we u e l i e v e t h a t the s ta tements in in i s p e t i t i o n a r e 

t r u e to the b e s t of our knowlel ;e -\n l i e f . 

Edw ard P i g o t t , 
I • I 

Annie P l g o t t . 

Subscribe. , orn to oefore rae t h i s t h e l s t lay of S e p t . , 1896. 

SEAL (Signed) A. C. .Blackwood, 
Notary Pub l i c . 

i m 



COMMISSIONERS. 

Henry L. Dawes 
F r a n k C? Arrcs t roi . , 
Arch i b a l d S . McKen on, 
Th omas B . C ao i n ess , 
A l e x a n d e r B . Montgomery, 

H. M. Jacoway, S e c » $ , 

DEPARTMENT OF ^HE INTER] OR. 

Commission to thec3%ve C i v i l i s e d T r i c e s . 

826 . 

H. J . S o r r e l s 
V. 

The Choctaw N a t i o n . 

P o r t S m i t h , A r k . , D e c . 4 " , 1896. 

F i l e d S e p t . 1 0 - 1896. 

Answer F i l e d . 

A p p l i c a t i o n D e n i e d . 

LEON, T. T. 

I , H. M. JACOWAY, J R . , S e c r e t a r y , do h e r e b y c e r t i f y t h a t t he above 

and f o r e g o i n g i s a t . u e and c o r r e c t copy of Choctaw Reoord C, page 3 3 8 , 

of t h e Commission t o t he F i v e C i v i l i z e d T r i b e s . 

G-iven under my hand and ofi it ia3 s i g n a t u r e , t h i s t h e 18" day 

of F e b r u a r y , 1 8 9 7 , 

H. M. Jacoway, J r . , 

m<* 

BY.Henry S t r o u p , 

Ac t . 

S e c r e t a r y , 

/ 
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IN THE UNITED STATES COURT, IN 4 U INDIAN 

DISTRICT, AT ARMORS, 

H. J'. SORKEIS 

No. 130 v s . 
Report of W. H. L. Campbell, Master in Chancery. 

Choctaw Nation. 

To the Hon. C. £ . Kil<?ore, Jud^e of said C o u r t : -

From examining the roc or I in t h i s en p, I f ind t h e fo l lowing 

f a c t 3 ; t h a t a p p l i c a n t f i l e d h i s a p p l i c a t i o n v i th t he Commission from 

t h e United S t a t e s to t i e F ive C i v i l i z e d Tr ibes of Indians on the 10th day 

of S e p t . , 1896. 

I f i n d , from the ev idence , t ha t H. J . S o r r e l s , t he a p p l i c a n t , was 

duly and l e g a l _ y married to Mary Norriss , a Choctaw Indian b y blood 

on the 8 th f June, 1861, in the S t a t e of m exas , by an ordained Minis t 

er of the G-ospel. Applicant a l l e g e s d t v -undry a c t s of r ecogn i t ion 

oy the Cho -taw a u t h o r i t i e s ; tha t as a r e s u l t of s a id mar r lage t h e r e was 

born unto a p p l i c a n t and h i s w i f e , th ree c h i l d r e n , wut t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n 

was f i l e d fo r t h e benef i t of a p p l i c a n t , H. J . S o r r e l s , on ly . 

I th ink t h e evidence i s s u f f i c i e n t l y s t r o g g to e s t a b l i s h the f a c t 

t h a t his wife was nr. Indian oy "blood, a member of trie Choctaw t r i b e . 

I , t h e r e f o r e , recommend t h a t appl ican t oe enrol led member of t a i l 

Tr ibe of Choctaw Ind ians . 

(Signed) W, H. L. Campbell. 

Ma - t e r in Chanc e ry . 

i ing i s endors ed as f o i l ows : -

F i l e d June 23" , .1897. 

Jos . V, Ph i l i ps , 

C le r 



IN THK UHITFD STATES COURT IN THE IMDIAN TERRITORY 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT, AT ART). 

H. J , SOR.ELS, 

vs. 

THE CHOCTAW NATION? 

B e f o r e me, the u n d e r s i g n e d a u t h o r i t y t h i s l a y p e r 

s o n a l l y a p p e a r e d Edward P i ^ o t t , who, a f t e r be in.-* by me f i r s t d u l y s w o r n , 

depos es and s a y s : -

That h e i s a r e s i d e n t of t?:e Chootr-w N a t i o n , I n d i a n Ter

r i t o r y , and r e s i d e s n e a r the tov.n of K iawa , in s a i d n a t i o n and T e r r i 

t o r y ; t h a t h e knew M?ry S o r r e l s , and knew t h a t she was t h e w i f e o£ H. J . 

S o r r e l s , and tha.t h i s w i f e , t h e h a l f s i s t e r of t id Ma.ry S o r r e l s , 

i s now l i v i n g , and i s t o d a y r e c o g n i z e d a s an I n d i a n oy t h e Choctaw T r i b e 

of I n d i a n s . 

(S i E . A. P i g o t t . 

S u b s c r i b e d ana sworn to b e f o r e me t h i s 5fe.r»h 9 t h , 1897, 

(S igned) A. C. Blackwood, 

N o t a r y P u - l i c . 

6 



IN THE UNIThD STATES COU'dT IN THE INDIAN TE RITOAY, 

SOUT: DISTRICT, AT AKDMORR. 

H. J". S o r r e l s , 

The Choctaw N a t i o n . 

B e f o r e me, the u n d e r s i g n e d a u t h o r i t y t h i s day p e r 

s o n a l l y a p p e a r e d Ant i e P i g o t t , who a f t e r f i r s t b e i n g by me d u l y sworn, 

upon oath s t a t e s t h a t s h e i s t h e wi fe of Edward P i ; o t t , and t h a t h e r 

maiden name was Ann1 N e r r f f t e , t i n t , she is a h a l f - s i s t e r of liar?/ C o u n t e e , 

who m a r r i e d H. J . S o r r e l s i n 1 8 6 1 . That s h e knows t h a t t h e s a i d i f f 

Counte r was a Choctaw I n d i a n by o l o o d , "being of the same I n d i a n m o t h e r , 

by a fo rmer m a r r i a g e . 

A f f i a n t f u r t h e r s t a t e s t h a t she i s a Choctaw I n d i a n by o l o o d , and 

t h a t she has a lways and i s now acknowledged and r e c o g n i z e d as a Choctaw 

Ind i an by fche Choctaw T r i b e . 

(S igned) Ann i e Pig o t t . 

S u b s c r i b e d and sworn to "before me t h i s t h e March 8 t h , 1897. 

( S i g n e d ) A. C. Blackwood, 

SEAL. N ota r y Pub l i e ' 

•• 



IK THE UNITED STATES COURT? IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 

SOUTHED DISTRICT, AT AKDM07-®. 

H. J . SQRHFJfi, 

NO. 130 , Vs . C i t i z e n s h i p C a s e s . 

Choc taw N a t i o n . 

W. H. L . Campbel , E s q . , Mas te r i n Chance ry , 

A p p e a r e d : Mr. C. L, H e r b e r t , f o r p l a i n t i f f 

Mr. H e r b e r t : We ask l e a v e t o amend our p e t i t i o n . Which J O B 

r e q u e s t was g r a n t e d by t h e Court . 

H. J . S o r r e i s , p e t i t i o n e r , a w i t n e s s f o r t h e p l a i i J i f f , 

t e s t l f l M ] 

D i r e c t e x a m i n a t i o n b y Mr. H e r b e r t . 

Q,, S t a t e y o u r a^e ? 

A. 58 y e a r s . 

Q. Are you a m a r r i e d man ? 

Ans . Yes s i r 

Q,, How o f t e n have you been m a r r i e d ? 

A r s . T w i c e . 

Q,. To whom w e r e you f i r s t m a r r i e d ? 

Ans. M a r r i e d N o r r i s s , h e r c o r r e c t name was C o r t e e . 

Q. When d i d you mar ry Mary N o r r i s s ? 

Ans . 1 8 6 1 . 

Q,. Where d i d t h i s m a r r i a g e OCJUT ? 

Ans. Lamore County , Texns . 

Q,. Where was she l i v i n g t h e n ? 

Ans, C l o s e t o Dokes v i l l a , Choctaw N a t i o i i , I n d i a n T e r r i t o -y. 

Q,. Was s h e l i v i n g w i t h h e r p a r e n t s ? 

Ans. With h e r mother and V t J e r ; h i s name was N o r r i s s . 

Q. I w i l l a s k you, Mr. S o r r e l s , where w e r e you l i v i n g when you m a r r i e d hi 

Ans . 'There c l o s e "by, w o r k i n g f o r a Choctaw oy t i e name of Folsom. 

Q,. How came you t o m a r r y i n Lamore C o u n t y ? 



-2~ 

Ans. No law a t t ha t time t h a t . I considered I could be l awfu l ly marr ied in th 

T e r r i t o r y . I spoke to Folsom about t he m a t t e r ; he was an Indian Lawyer, 

and he t o l d me to t ake h e r and 50 to Larnore Co . , Texas. 

Q. Did you r e t u r n to the Choctaw na t i on a f t e r your marriage ? 

Ans . , Yes s i r : 

Q,. How long did you l i v e with her t e re a f t e r your c a r r i a g e ? 

Ans, That was in 1861, J l e g t in 1867 or *68, come to c lo se to P a u l ' s 

V a l l e y , Chickasaw Nat ion , and l i v e d there one or 2 yea r s , and she died* 

t h e r e . 

Q,. Where was t h a t ? 

Ans. Near to Pauls Va l l ey . 

Q How long a f t e r her death d id you r e s i d e An the Chickasaw Nat ion ? 

Ans . Ev er s inc e . 

Q. S ince 1891 have you con t inuous ly r e s i l e d in t h e Choctaw and Chickasaw 

Nat ions ? 

Ans. Yes s i r . 

Q,. S t a t e what was her n a t i o n a l i t y . ? 

A. Choctaw Ind ian , "bout one—eighth, uy blood, 

Q,. Bo you know as a f a c t , whether she mo a recognized Chocta ? 

Ans . I do. 

0,, How do you know tha t f a c t ? 

Ans, From her mother and r e l a t i v e s tha t was recognized as Choct?">s . 

Q. How many c h i l d r e n were t h e r e aa a r e s u l t of t h a t marr iage ? 

Ans. Four . One d ied in infancy, acout 8 months o i l , and one d ied a t two 

yea r s o ld . Two l i v i n g now. 

Q,. S t a t e the names of the l i v i n g ones ? 

Ans. Mati lda "Elizabeth and F ranc i s Asberr y . 

Q,. Mati lda is Mrs. Reubottom ? 

Ans . Yes s i r 

Q,. Where does Mrs. Reubottom l i v e ? 

Ans. On Mud Creek, t h i s s i d e of Courtney F l a t , 

Q,. Can you s t a t e whether or not she is recognized as a member of the t r i b e 

Dy blood ? 

9 



I<s 

Ans. She i s . 

| What evidence have you of tha t f a c t ? 

Ans. I have some evidence h e r e . 

q. Who is W. P. Reubottom ? 

Ans. My son - in - l aw ,— her husband. 

Mr. Herber t : In t h i s connect ion I in t roduce a s ta tement from the 

A3,wes Commission, da t ed F o r t Smith, Dec. 3 , 1896, concerning the case of 

W. P. Rubottom et a l v s . Choctaw Natioi , 

"In compliance wi th the provis ions of Act of Congress , Approved June 

10 th t 1896, t he Commission to the F i v e C iv i l i zed Tr ibes has cons idered 

t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n , w i t h proof, and the sauie 1ms been granted by t h e C 

Respec t fu l l y , 

H. M. Jacowar, J r . , 

S e c r e t a r y " . 

In Augus t , ' 94 , Mr. Rubottom and h i s f ami ly and myself went to t h e 

Choctaw Nation in the i n t e r e s t of t h i s by, t h i s Lease D i s t r i c t 

Fund, and we went b e f o r e the Board of dev i so r s , as the law requ i red two 

w i t n e s s e s , and we s t r u c k up with Judge Gardner, Judge was a r e l a t i v e 

of my w i f e ' s cousin and he ha- my r i g h t , as he was an Indian At to rney , 

and he put our case i n , and the law requi red ano the r w i tne s s , I went then 

to g e t a f u l l blooded Chickasaw. The wi tness was examined, and they 

pas-ed on the ea se , and accepted me and my daughter and he r c h i l d , and 

she dwew her money, #103.00, each, in a l l , $515.00, arid the check was 

cashed h e r e in Ardmore. 

o. Did you ge t a check ? 

Ans. No s i r . D i d n ' t :?ive to the i n t e r - m a r r i e d c i t i z e n , 

q. Did t h e y then recogn ize you as an i n t e r married c i t i z e n ? 

Ans. Yes s i r . 

Q,. And your lau.-^hter a ft fu l l fclft*W . ? 

Ans. Yes s i r . 

Q. Have youna se^onl wife ? 



/ / 

Aiia. Yea 3 i r . 

Q,. Ch i ld ren ? 

Ans. Yes S i r , 

Q,. Make any claim f o r them ? 

4ns« No s i r . 

Witness exeused. 

Mrs. Rubot+om, being duly sworn as a wi tness fo r the p l a i n 

t i f f , t ea (If leg | 

D i r e o t examination oy I r . Herbert : 

Q,. Do you remember your motu r ? 

Ans. 1 was very l i t t l e . 

Q. Bo you re«o,5ni-4e t h i s gentleman here , Mr. S a r r e l i s , what r e l a t i o n 

to you is ne ? 

Ans, He i s my f a t h e r . 

Q. Have you always "been t augh t t h a t she was a Choctaw c i t i z e n by olood ? 

Ans. Yes s i r . 

Q,. Where do you l i v e ? 

Ans, C lose to the .ou': Ifui Qrefck* 

Q, How long have you l i v e d in the t e r r i t o r y ? 

Ans. Auout 20 or 21 year 

Q,. You was "born in t h e T e r r i t o r y ? 

Ans, Yes s i r . 

Q. And went away a whi le , an "bad: 1 have been • °,h oui years ? 

Ans. Yes i r S" er l i e d , f a t h e r l e t Mr. and Mil . 'Paters | | 

us t o school in Iowaf and I came back. 

Q. Where is your bro ther now ? 

Ans. South Dakota . 

Q,. You d o n ' t know whether or not he ever a p p l i e d to have h i s name p i t 

on t e r o l l ? 

A Op. No :Mr, I L* -iot. 

Witn es s excus ed. 

Mr, S o r r e l l s , bein* r e c a l l e d , t e s t i f i e s : By Mr. Herbe r t : 

\ 



-•5 —' 

Q,. Do you know a man named L a u r y T a t e r s ? 

A n s . Yes s i r . Ta t -m, 

Q,. I n t h e y e a r »62 ? 

Ans . Y e s , 

Q,. What was h i s 'bus i n es .3 a t t h a t t i m e ? 

A n s , I n d i a n Agent a t F o r t S i l l . 

Q,. He i s t h e man t h a t took your c h i l d r e n t o Iowa t o s c h o o l w i t h your consen t 

Ans . Yes s i r . 

Q. D id he e x e c u t e a w r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t t o t h a t e f f e c t ? 

Ans . Yes I i r . 

Q. And how " ou come i n t o p o s s e s s i o n of* t h a t ? 

Ans . He gave i t to r . 

Mr. H e r b e r t : I now o f f e r t h e s t a t e m e n t made by Mr. Tat em t o prove 

t h e t r u t h of t h e s t a t e m e n t of Mrs . Ruoottcm t h a t s h e and h e r b r o t h e r 

w e r e t a k e n t o Iowa t o s c h o o l , when t h e y were c h i l d r e n , from t h e I n d i 

T e n i t o r y . Which r e a d s as f o l l o w s , t o - w i t : 

• 9 f • no ifl As b e r > • f S or r e l s , u orn A pr i l 6 t h , 186 2, and 

— S o r r e l l s , c o r n J a n . 1 8 " , . . Ifl M of t h e i r e 

c h i l d r e n of H. J . S o r r e l i s and i l a ry 3 o r r e l l s , c i t i z e n s of t h e C h o c t ' 

N a t i o n of I n d i a n s , w i t h -riori x" tne s a i d H. J . W o r r e l l s , h i s 

s a i d w i f e hav ing d e c e a s e d , my w i f e and I t a k e s a i d c h i l d r e n t o £i e Kibe 

s c h o o l of Iowa, t h a t t h e y might L e b r o u a t up i n a r e l l j i o u s comi . u n i t y . 

S i >;neci, L- ,ury Tat em. " 

M r s . Ruoot tom, "being r e c a l l e d , t - s t i f l e s : 

By *Ir. Hero e r t : 

Q,. How l o n ^ &id- you To t o s c h o o l t h e r e ? 

Ans . F i v e year 

Q,. How o l d were you when .you l e f t t h e r e ? 

Ans . 12 yea r s . 

Q,. Then where d i d you ;o ? 

A n s . Came "back t o Paw. 

/ /^' 
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Q,. Where was he l i v i n g ? 

Ana, On Hed I liver-. 

%, Kver s i n c e you oan r e c o l l e c t , where has he l ived ? 

Aiis. In t h e Nation, ever s i n c e T oan r e c o l l e c t . 

Q,, Have you, a Indian -y olood, draw., a n n u i t i e s fo r yourse l f and 

c h i l d r e n ? 

A. Yes s i r : 

Q,. Has your husband, as an in t e rmar r i ed c i t i z e n ? 

A. No a i r , they wouldn ' t alow h i s . 

Q,. S ince the Dawes Co-^i is^ i tn was c »d, did he and you apply to have 

your names put on the r o i l s ? Did he a p p l y to SLe p i t on t h e Dawes Com

mission to oe put on t h e r o l l ? 

Ans . Yes s i r . 

•I. He c l a i o s c i t i z e n s h i p as an Ind ian uy olood ? 

An* . Y es s i r . 

Case suo , i t t e d , w i th the exception BWKm a d d i t i o n a l 

ev idence , which nay oe in t roduced a1 any tim h i a Lie next t h i r t y deys 

/ 



Henry .J. Dorr e l l s , 

267 to 
Be i t rememberet , on the 19th iaji of 

Mary Norr i s s . 

J u n e , 1861, t h e f a l lowin ; ; marr iage H a m t was i s s u e i , t o - v l t : 

Texas , t o - w i t , Lam ore County . SS. 

To a l l who a h a l l see t h e s e p resen t s , Greet ing : 

KnovV ye feat any person l e g a l l y au thor ized to oelet>rate t ' • es 

of matrimony is hereby l icenses: to j o i n in mar r i age ad has "band and wife , 

Henry J . S o r r e l l s and Mary N o r r i s s , and for so doing t h i s s h a l l be h i s 

s u f f i c i e n t a u t h o r i t y . 

In tes t imony whereof, I Jacob I>o<:;, § l e r k of the 

Lamar County Cour t , hereunto s u b s c r i b e my name and affiix. the s e a l of 

s.-id Court t h i s 19th La y jf. June , 186 , 

J . Lo^f;, Clerk. 

Be i t f u r t h e r remembered tha t on th i s 4 t h l a y of J u l y , ±861, 

t he fa l lowing c e r t i i t a i r i h L in my o f f i c e , to tfitfc: 

B0M » t o - w i t , 

Lamar County. This c e r t i f i e s t h a t T jo ined in marr iage as huab&n 

wife Henry J . S o r r e l l s and Mary Itforriss, o. 21st day o.^ June , 1861. 

Samuel Shars, M. 3 . 

• V 



rmE STATE OP TEX'S. 

ss 
COUNTY CF IAMAR. 

I , W. A. Roaoh^i c l e r k of tne County court of 

Lamar County, Texas , do h e r e b y c e r t i f y that the f o r e g o i n g is a t r u e and 

c o r r e c t copy of t h e o r i g i n a l record of Jflariiage l i c e n s e as r e c o r d e d In 

"oook B , page 133, Marriage records f o r Lamar Co . , Tex s , now on f i l e in 

s a i d C o u r t . 

Given under ray hand and trie s e a l of the s a i d Court a t o f f i c e in 

•^aris, Texas , t h i s 22nd l a y of ^ r c h , 1897 . 

SEAL. W. A, Roach, 

Cleric, County Court, Lamar Co. , T e x s s . 

/ \J 



H. J. Sorells, 

vs. Southern Dist . Judgment, Nov. 15,1R97. 

The eftoctaw Nation. 

At this tine came on to be heard the report of the Master 

filed herein JUIIHHH 23, '97 and it appearing to the Court that no 

exceptions had been filed to said report and that the said Master 

in his report finds that the aplicant H. J. Sorrells was duly and 

legally married to Mary Norris, a Choctaw Indian by blood on the 

8th day of June, 1861, and is therefore a member of the Tribe of 

Choctaw Indians by intermarriage: and it appearing to the Court 

thar the application of the said H. J. Sorrells to bo enrolled as a 

member of said Tribe of Choctaw Indians was by the Commission from 

the United States to the five civilized tribes denied and from 

which decision he has appealed to this Court. It is considered 

adjudged and decreed by the Court thet the report of the Master in 
Chancery 
gxaoKKxy be,and the same is in all things approved and confirmed. 

And it is considered, adjudged and decreed by the Court that the ap-

plicat II. J. Sorrells is a member of the Tribe of Choctaw Indians 

by intermarriage and as such is entitled to have his name enrolled 

as a member of said Tribe of Cnocta\v Indians . It is further con

sidered, adjudged and deer-ed by the Court that the defendant the 

Cftoctaw Nation , pay all costs in this behalf expended and in

curred for which execution m̂ r issue. 

It is further ordered by the Court that this judgment be 

certified by the Clerk of the Court to said Commission of the 

United States to the Five Civilized Tribes of Indians for its 

observance. 

To which judgment of the Cou rt the defendant, the 

Choctaw Nation, in open Court duly excepted. 

/ 



-

Indian Ter r i to ry , 

Southern J u d i c i a l ' D i s t r i c t . 5 
~ r 

To the Honorable Commission of the i n i t od Sta tes to the 

Pive Civi l i sed Tribes of Indians: 

Application of H, J . Sorre l l s to Have ' 

ad ac Wewfoera of the ITribe of Choctaw Indiana. 

iHdron>5irol l -

Your pe t i tdonors . Mrs. L i l l i e Qarre t t , Ilr3. Gallle Jtarley, and 

Mary • . , Josephine^ Jamas A., "Emma 0. , Rufian P . and Jas s i* May Sor-

r a i l s , a l l children of H. J . ^ r r o l l - ^ K ^ i f t P - A ^ e , ?.lva P. Sorrol l f 

^-«4-*-**i«Ha&4^ and fcha said i:iv-» P. 
a^tT^^^a^f r^^':^ £"•*** %KJ*r&L %&& ^W*# ?*++&*+ Sorrellst wife ,f 3 a i d K. J . S o r r e l l s r j r o i i l d W i t ^spaofTOiay r t p - v ^ 

rasant and show bq t h i s honoratbla edraaiasian tha i they and eaoh of 

them ar« aamoers >f the t r i be of Shoots* Indians *nd of r ight ara 

a n t i t l e d to be enrolled at members of Itiah t ^ i b e , aaasusa :hey say: 

That on the ? l s t day of June, 1361, the saik H. «T. J o j r e l i s , who thai* 

reisdad near flpafcaville, In tha Ghoctaw Nation T radian Toml tory , in 

the County of Lamari In the State of Texas, by r i r t u e of a .carriage 

l i cense duly issued to , him by an ordained minister of the s o s p a l / 

was duly and legal ly married to Mary Com lie©, a 5ne*eight Choctaw 

Indian by blood9 who, h e r s e l t , then rosided. wiah her mother . 

^ tep-fa thar naar said bo i f Ttoahsvillo, and that hy reason of said 

marriage the said H. J . Sor re l l s bacams and was aad over since said 

date "ias been a member of said Choctaw t r ibe of Indians an much so 

as if h<3 were a nat ive born Choctaw; that a f t e r the i r m«r-
> ^ 

r iage the said Sor re l l s and Urn eaie wifelived together near said 

town of Doaksville, in the Oncetaw Nation, u n t i l abort the year 

1868 when they removed to th»-. Chigkasaw lift ion and ret t i ed on the 



mm 

Washita River, near White Bead Hill where he and his said wife re

sided continuously until about two years thereafter when s/e di#&; 

^said Sorrells ever sinee the death df his wife has in good faith 

resided in the Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory; that sinee the 

death of his wife, in March,1874, at Saddler^s Bend, Cook County, 

Texas, the said Sorrells was again duly and legally married to 

KLva P. Moody, by an ordainedwlnister of the gospel, and continuous! 

since then he and the said Elva P., have resided in the Chickas 

Hation, Indian Territory; that as a result of his first marriage 

there was born unto the said Sorrells and his said wife four ehlldre 

two? of whora died in infantfyand two are now living, namely: Matilda 

Elisabeth, now married to William P, Buebottom, and who llveC on 

Mud creek, near Keltner, in the Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory* 

and who? together wlfch her children and husband, are recognised 

•embers of the tribe of Choctaw Indians and ftfcgdbr son, Francis 

Asbury^Twhofor years has resided and yet resides in South Salcota; 

that as a result of said second marriage there was born unto the 

said Sorrills and his said wife eight children, all living, whose 

names and ages are as follows: Lillie D., aged 22 years, now narrli 

to John Garrett, Callie, aged 19 years, now married to J. T. Marley, 

Mary 8/, aged 17 years, Josephene, aged 12 years, James A., aged 

10 years, Emma C , aged £x 7 years, Rufus P., aged 5 years, and 

Jessie May, aged 2 years, all of whom, except the first two named, 

are Minors and reside with the said H. J. and 11va ?• Sorrells, and 

the said Lillie D. resides with her parents, and said Callie Marley 

resides with her husband, near Leon, in the ChickasawW Hation, 

Indian Territory; that as a result of said marrisfie of Lillie B* to 

John Garrett there was born unto them one child now living, aged 

two years, and as a result of themraWa of the marriage of Callie 

to the said Marley there was born unto them one child, now seven 

months of age.yv W h e r e f o r e , your petitioners pray that the 

said Siva P. 8orrells, and thtir children, to wit: Mrs. Lillie B. 

Garrett, Mrs. Callie Marl*v. Marv S. Sorr*llR. Jo««**»*»* fee**!**. 
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of H. 3. BorraXla., 

) 
Indian Territory, ) 

) 
Chioka«aw Hation. ) 
•V r 

Boforo mo, tho undorsigned authority, personally appeared K. J. 

Sorrol ls , who after being by me duly sworn deposes and says: 

That affiant i s 58 years of ase and resides in the Chickasaw Nation 

Indian Territory, near Leon; that on the 19th day of June, 1861, 

aff iant resided near Soaksvil le , in the Chocktaw Nation, Indian Ter. 

and that on said day and^te he procured a marriage H t * l M t ir* 

Ism^r (fount/, Texas, and on the 21st day? of June, 1861, he was duly 

and legal ly married to Miss. Mary Countee, a member of the tribe of 

Choctaw Indians by blood; that the said **ary Count«e then west by 

the name of Mary Norris, her said mother hawing married a man 

named Joshua Worris and the said «ary went by the name of her s tep

father and that said l icense were issued to affiant to marry « Mary 

Morris, but ho states that the true and real name of the said Mary 

was Ifery Countee; that after his marriage to th© said Mar:' (fountee 

he continued to l i v e and reside with her at the same place in the 

Choctaw Htion unt i l about nhe year 18&& when he and Bha removed to 

the Chickasaw Katldn and settlerJnsar tfhite Bead Hi l l , on the Washita 

r iver , where they continued to reside and livei tog&tlier unt i l the 

death of hissaid wife which occurred about two years thereafter; 

that continuously since the death of his said wife this affiant has 

in good fa i th resided in the Chickasaw Nation; that as a result 

of his said marriage to the said Maif Countee there was born unto 

them four children, two of whom died^infaney and two are yet l iv ing 

namely: Matilda IB. Ruebottom, who i s married to W. P. Ruebottos, s& 



of H. 3. Borrella 
"'ii i n 

Indian Territory, ) 

Chickasaw Hation. ) 
•V r 

Before mo, tho undersigned authority, personally appeared K. J. 

Sorrolls, who after being by me duly sworn deposes and says: 

Th$t affiant is 58 years of as* and resides in the Chickasaw Nation 

Indian Territory, near Leon; that on the 19th day of June, 1861, 

affiant resided near Doaksville, in the Chocktaw Nation, Indian Ter. 

and that on said day andJate he procured a marriage license, in 

Lsm&r petmty, Toseac, and on the 21st daji* of June, 1861, he was duly 

and legally married to kiss. Mary Co*;ntee, a member of the tribe of 

Choctaw Indians by blood; that the said Mary Count«s then w«rt by 

the name of Mary Norris, her said mother listing married a me.n 

named Joshua Worris and the said Mary went by the name of her »t«p-

father and that said license were issued to affiant to marry s Mary 

Jlorris, but he states that Vie true and real name of the said Mary 

was Jfery Countee; that after his marriage to th© said Mary Countas 

he continued to live and reside with her at the same place in the 

Choctaw Mtion until about uhe year 18&& when ha and Bha removed ta 

the Chickasaw Katidn and settleduar tfhite Bead Hill, on the Washita 

river, Where they continued to reside and live* together until the 

death of his said wife which occurred about two years thereafter; 

that aontlnuouslfr since the death of his said wife this affiant has 

in good faith resided in the Chickasaw Nation; that as a result 

of his snid marriage to the said Mary Countea there was born unto 

them four childrenf two of whom died infanay and two are yet living 

namely: Matilda IB. Ruebottom, who is carried to W. P, Ruebottom, nt 



u 

and wMi lives on Mud Creek, near Xeltna Post-Office, Chickasaw 

Hat ion, Indian Territory, and who together with her children and her 

husband are recognized Members of the tribe of Choctaw Indians, and 

<£&* son, named Francis Asbury Sorrells, who for years hat resided 

in South Dakota; that after the death df his said wife affiant 

was Married the second time to 'Siva P. M Bloody, at Saddler's Bend, 

in Cook County, Texas, toy an ordained minister of the gospel, in 

March, 1874, under and by virtue of a mmrriage license issued by the 

clerk of ihe County Court of Cook County, Texas, and ever since staid 

date he, and his said wife, have continuously resided in the Chick-

asaw Nation, Indian Territory, where he and his wife and children 

/joAp reside; that as a result of said second marriage there was born 

unto him and his said wife eight children, now livifc^ namely* 

Lillie D.| Callio, Mary 8., Josephene, James S., Emma C.f Hufus P., 

and Jeesi* Hay; that the said Lillie !>. was married to man named 

John Carrettand by hir had one child named K Kunioe P. Garrett, age 

two years, and the said C&llie was married to J. T. Marley and by 

him had one child named Henry Edwards, aged 7 months; that he, his 

said wife and children and grand-children all reside in the Chick

asaw Ration, Indian TeriWry. - / 

Affiant further states thatM his first wit© was always recog-

niaed as a member of the tribe of Choctaw Idians by intermarriage 

until about one year ago, and that after he learned his right EX of 

citizenship as a Choctaw was disputed he applied to the Dawes Com

mission to be enrolled as a member of the said tribe, ami that said 

commission passed upon his application adversely, as he believe* 

for the reason that said amplication was crudely dra%?n and was not 

prepared and presented in such a way as to advise said commission 

of the true status of hlsm claim; that he appealed from said deci-

sion to the United States Court, for the Southern District fM^the 

Indian Territory, add the said claim was ret&rrsd to the; Master in 

Chancery of said Court, who, under tho ruling mid practice of said 

court, allowed tho applicant to introduce Itrther evidence in sup

port of his said claim, and that after said evidence was submitted 
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to said Master the said Master passed upon his said claim and report 

ed to said Court that the said H. J. Sorrells i s a member of tfce 

tribe of Choctaw Indians by intermarriagef and that said report i s 

now on f i le with the clerk of said Court awaiting the decision of 

the judge of said start* 

Jk copy of sa#d report i s hereto attached and marked ^exhibit kw 

and aada a part of this affidavit. 

» T ^ > - ^ ^ ^ 

Subscribed and sworn to beforle'ae this , 27 i s f i of July, 16§T. 



SL M S i?g*gg STATES OOORTy. 15 .THE ITOUff TfRRITORY, 

SOUTHfRW PlBTRIQT, AT ARBMOH1. 

H. J. Sorrells, 

lfo« 130. ws, 

Choctaw Hat lor. 

Report of W. H. TJ. Campbell, Master in 

Chancery. 

fo the Honorable 0. B* Mlgore , Judge of said Qourt:-

Wrcm asattlfting: the record In thijfc Sa«e I find the following 

f a c t - : that applicant f i led h i s appl icat ion with ths Cor^ission 

fron the t o t t e d Sta tes to , the five CWilJzed Tribe* of Indians on 

the lo timy of Sept . , I H I ^ 

JMt» I find fro* ths svid«nt€ tfeat H. J . florrells. the applicant 

\faa df&y and lega l ly Married to Mary Norr iss , a Choctaw Indi?.n by 

blood, on t?io I lay of June, W W 1661, in the I t a t a of *e*a§i by 

an rr&ainsd minis ter ef the gospel. Applicant a l l eges diver*® and 

aMtiMWHI sundry ac ts 3f recognition by the Oboe tew a u t h o r i t i e s ; 

-hat- as a r e su l t of said aafrtage: there *a& born unto applicant and 

h is said wife tbrr.-e ahtldriai, but t h i s opp3lection was f i l ed for 

the benefit of a fp l i t an t i VT. 3N S o r r s l l s , only* 

I think ike evident* Is suf f ic ient ly strong to e s t ab l i sh the 

fact that hip W\f-« «M an Indian by blood, a member of the flhoctaw 

Tribe . 

I» therefore , recorsriead that applicant be enrolled a^ a member 

of said Tribe of Ihectaw Indians. 

(Signed.) 

The foregoing is indorsed 

Joseph w. Philips, Olerk.n 

W. H. L« Oampbellj 

Master in Chancery. * 

follows- "tiled June 23, 1897. 
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IK THE UNITED STATES COURT IH THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT, AT ARDMORE. 

H. J. S 

A 

A 

p -
-1 *-» i... • 

Cnn 

>scrib . i , 

.) A. C 3. 

( Baal.) 
No . : 
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» ftfe 0*123D 3U5H 00URT IN TH XOTXAH tBRRXTOHY, 

sotransm DXsrRioT, i f liUHbAf. 

H. J . S o r r e l l s , 

v s . 

"0hoct^w Nation. 

Before rae the undersigned author i ty t h i s day personally appear

ed M M N Flgottj, who a t t a r being by file f i r s t duly sworn, deposes 

arid %n?s: tha t he its a res ident of the Choctaw Batli»nf Indian 

Te r r i t o ry and res ides near the town of Eiawa* in said Nation and 

Territory tha t ha knew M&ry S o r r e l l s and knew tha t she *M the 

w$fe of B. 1 , dor ra l l a and tha t h i s wife, the half l i s t e r of the 

sa id Mary 3 o o r a l i s , i s now l i v i n g and i s today recognized • • * 

Indian by the Ohoctaw 'Irihe of Indians . 

(Signed.) E. A. P i e o t t , 

Subscribed and sworn to before me t h i s March 9th 1S&7. 

(Signed.) A. C. Blackwood. 

Notary P u b l i c £ ' ^ <** 



I 

In the Hatter of the Application of 1* J. Sorrells to have his 

Viffa, Ch*ldr*m and Or and eh S.Mr en enrolled as .members of the Ch$o~ 

t*v Trffe* of f&di&nau 

I 
Indian Terr i tory* f 

! 
Southern Bistri«t« | 

Before me, the underfeigneo author it / f on 

th i s clay personally appeared Jesse* Kx.ll, who,- aft*r bei&g by tie 

firs*; duly sworn, on oath etfctes : 'iliat h.3 1 .^ a mmbvt of the firm 

of Furman, Herbert i Hi l l , attorneys of Ardraoru, Indian 1'arritory, 

4)Br who represent ' ippliaanta he'v-'1. in. Affiant atatcf* th&i IK has 

th$s day _ _ 

reg is te red a f e t t e r 1 i&dreased So $r%a.n VMHHiHi* Metartain, 

governer 07* the Choctaw Nation,* at Itoeteahdae* In&l*n Territory, g | 

the rbsi*off iee til the Town Of ardaKMrs, ahlckasair Nation, Indian 

Ter r i to ry ! which s&id 2d^Sr sontaine a true and l i t e r a l copy of the 

application herelaj of an aff idavi t of Hi #* So m o l l s * a copy of 

the rcprot of V* If. fc* "~nrhGll* Blaster in Chancer:/ in the case of 

H. j . Se r rd l l s vs« th Choctaw Nation now on alJNN̂ n!! in th* United 

Bt&tea Oourt Southern Mstr ie t of the Indian ?orr!tcr:r* a' true and 
l i t e r a l copy of ffld&vit mads fcy ft. 8U tew, and fene and l i t e r a l 

of a*P**«***8 *ia* *•*• • A. PidM£% mad /nnie Fi4Wk%i 

reto a t tches the r e ^ e t r y reeeift for laid l Affiant he 

H mark s * fche 9 a 10 " Ibtli ib ! /.*. 

fitter 

Subscribed and eworn to before me on this 23 day of Aug., 1897. 

Ibtary Public, Southern Di s tr i c t , Indian Territory. 
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