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Ex-Governor T. W. Hunter, one of the most influential 

men of his nation has just issued the following address to his 

people, urging them to support the democratic ticket as citizens 

of the new state; 

To the Choctaw people: 

Though the republican party, through the general govern-

ment, has exercised guardianship over you and your affairs for 

many years, it does not seem to know your attitude towards them, 

with respect to your vote, and the conclusion is that that party 

has not been faithful to the trust £>r grossly disregarded its 

duties, and I fear that their present actions and universal esteem 

for Indians savors of unfaithful stewardship and that they are 

trying to gather in sheaves that they are not cultivated and are 

not entitled to. 



The history of the Indian people shows that they have 

always regarded principle and honor, loyalty and devotion to their 

country, and are always faithful and true to their friends and 

benefactors, and in return sensitive in the expectations of fairness, 

justness and honesty and if they have not been accorded such, stand 

stoically still distrusting. For many years they have maintained 

their tribal government, showed wisdom and justice in the enactment 

of their laws, elected officers of intelligence and integrity and 

equal to the nece sities of their government when their patriotism 

was demanded and so continued until now when the inevitable has 

come and they must pass out of existence as a tribal government 

and be swallowed up in the aggregate of a state. 

Since statehood has been made possible the republican party 

needing the support of the Indians to elevate them in power in the 

new state are very deeply concerned as to how that vote will be 

appropriated and in order to secure the same are telling unheard 

of things the party hbs done for the protection and prosperity of 

the Indian, but the Indian is too wise to take such a dose with-

out much precaution and will, when they are possessed of their 

full and just rights give the republicans their final retribution. 

There are many and cogent reasons why the Indian cannot 

support the republican party. In the first place they are by 

inspiration and intuition democratic, his whole being, being 

characterized of honesty, fairness, and justice and his innate 

belief in the sovereignty of all the people, not the few but a 



government of the people, by the people, and for the people. 

Thus they are democratic. These virtues do not belong to the 

republican party and hence there can be no affinity between them. 

The republicans may be induced to appropriate them, but they can-

not assimilate them. 

It is true that the full-blood Indian does not understand 

fully the difference between the two great parties or just what 

they stand for but he observes that infinite wrongs have been in-

flicted upon him by one and that the only favors and regard he 

emjoys comes from the other. 

He understands that he was induced by the solicitude of a 

democratic administration in 1336, to remove to the present Indian 

Territory and that by authority from the national government he 

should occupy, own and maintain an independent government until 

such time as he saw peoper to relinquish and become a citizen of 

the United States and of a state and without his consent he would 

not be joined to any other state or foreign territory; that 

subsequent administration respected this agreement until the re-

publicans were put in power and launched its policy toward the 

Indian,* The terms of this sacred government, have been abrogated 

and totally disregarded and over the protest cf sizty-five thousand 

voices at the ballot, I refer to the Jfequoyah movement" for separate 

statehood. The movement, though just, was spurned from beginning 

to end* The most modest ana the only request ever made by the 

Indian people was ruthlessly turned down by the republican party 



and the deluded and helpless people making the request were not 

only disappointed and dejected but were insulted and denominated 

as incompetents. You cannot afford to vote for that party and 

will not. The Indians and many old settlers joined in this 

petition basing their contention upon treaty rights, the sincere 

pledges of the government. Your racial status, customs and 

traditions were dear to you and you sought to perperuate them as 

far as possible, but your interests were not worthy of their re-

spect .and you were bluntly told that the government of the United 

States had something to say about the kind of state the new one 

should be. Can you afford to place in power in the new state 

the party who has not exercised the least consideration and kind-

ness toward you, when you most needed it? Can you vote for the 

party, whose attorney general in the territory of Oklahoma says 

that there are technicalities in the enabling act that will not 

permit the Indians of the new state to vote nor hold office? 

It was said by a prominent republican at the republican rally 

at Bartlesville recently that "the ignorance of the Indian and 

negro is a serious menace in the upbuilding of the new state," 

The democrats have not considered you an obstacle or an article 

of merchandise, but regard you as important as themselves and 

a compotent part of the new state. Can you expect to lend your 

assistance in the organization ana strengthening of the party 

who are your demoralizers and repudiators? The jurisdiction 

of our tribal courts was curtailed by the Atoka agreement, but 



we were otherwise given the unrestricted right of self govern-

ment for a period of eight years and our tribal government thus 

modified was considered so satisfactory there would be no need 

or desire for further change until we would be in the opinion 

of congress prepared for admission as a state in the union. 
JL. 

The republican party through Secretary Hitchcock immediately 

took charge of our schools without authority of law or the consent 

of the Choctaw and Chickasaw people ana placed the management of 

the same in the hands of their subordinates, depriving the Indians 

who were qualified of holding these places, thereby chilling the 

laudable ambition of our citizens to acquire further proficiency 

and crushed the hopes of our young men and women to occupy places 

of honor and yet these republicans claim to be our protectors and 

benefactors and have the effrontery to ask us to support them — 

for a further travesty upon our rights. These parasites are nice 

monkeys to balance the scales of justice for a helpless Indian. 

Can you vote for such people? No. You can not be a republican 

and be true to your principles. Without authority from the 

C hoctaws and Chickasaws the secretary withheld from allotment 

valuable tracts of pine timber lands, more than eighteen sections 

to the detriment of the full-blood Indians, who lived in that 

vicinity forcing him to seek other lands far away and through 

grafters, the natural products of the republican party he filed 

upon allotments that he has never seen. 

Under both the Atoka and Supplementary agreements, the 



Choctaw and Chickasaw freedmen were to receive allotments of 

forty acres each dqual in v&lue to forty acres of the average 

lands of the two nations, but the late Curtis act, the creature 

of the secretary, unbridled Hitchcock, this provision was revised 

and the freedmen are allowed to purchase at the appraised value 

enough more to make forty acres no matter the grade of the land. 

Thousands of thousands of dollars of Indian property was thus 

diverted to an unlawful channel and without the consent of the 

owners. Mr. Indian, it will be well for you to remember all 

this when you decide to vote. This is not all. The secretary, 

as a further injustice, is now enrolling the freedmenbabies with-

out our consent or authority of law, causing a loss of many 

thousands of dollars to the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations and 

yet they tell our people of the love and reverence they have 

for them and the goodness ana faithful services they have 

rendered in their behalf and the remembrance of them dieth not. 

C orruption in politics so highly systematized for the benefit 

of the deluded Indian must be guarded against. It is prepared 

to bow before every onslaught of every honest voter but to arise 

again as soon;as the storm is owws. If the Indian people will 

listen to the glistening promises of the republican party they 

will knot the lashes of their future helplessness and despair 

and a few selfish tyrants have dominion over them and their 

most sanigtfine hope of a government that will be humane to them 

will be thwarted ana designing politicans revel in personal 



comfort and prosperity*. Being an Indian myself, acquainted with 

the Choctaw people, I know their temper and spirit their loyalty 

and devotion to humane institutions and believe they will not 

be led astray to hazard any tampering with a party who has so 

long disregarded their rights. My long familiarity with Choctaws 

induces me to believe that they will support the truths of dem-

ocracy and unite in a common effort to perpetuate arid desseminate 

its principles and that they will accept the inevitable condition 

of statehood imposed upon us by a republican congress and appro-

priate themselves to the good citizenship of the new state. Sen-

timent is largely that way and we must so shape ourselves as 

to merit their good will and command their deepest respect. 

THOMAS W. HUNTER 


