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EDITORIAL ON CHOCTAW COMMISSION 

The Choctaw townsite commission has suspended work on the 

appraiament of Caddo. 

The cause of such suspension was the receipt of a letter by 

Secretary Smiser on the 3rd from Gov. G. W. Dukes instructing him 

not to go on with the appraisement or sale of any town not surveyed 

and platted under the terns of the Atoka agreement. Caddo had been 

surveyed and the map prepared by H. ¥. Hinkley and under a special 

rule of congress. 

.'hen Secretary Smiser received the letter he quit, and that 

left Dr. Sterrett holding the bag, so to speak. The Doctor quit, too, 

and passed the townsite bag up to the Hon. J. George right, and is 

himself awaiting instructions from Washington. There is but one more 

town, the map of which passed through the hands of the commissioners 

and approved by them, and that is Poteau. It has been appraised 

and the notices sent out and will be sold in good time, but all the 

rest of the town v.ork in the Choctaw Nation has been done under the 



direction of Mr. Hinkley. The Governor holds that a treaty is a 

treaty until it has been amended or discarded by mutual consent. 

The taking of the work out of the hands of the commission was, he 

claims, a flagrant violation of the Atoka agreement and he will stand 

by his rights. The supplimentary treaty offered by the Ghoctaws 

last winter and turned down by congress provided for the ratification 

of the work done by Mr. Hinkley. Caddo, Durant, Coalgate, "ntlers, 

Wister, Howe and Old Town are the towns affected by the order. As 

Dr. Sterrett can not very well proceed alone he quit also and is 

awaiting instructions from headquarters. Commissioner Smiser was 

surprised at the receipt of the order. Last winter when the order 

came taking the surve2's out of the hands of the commission he pro-

tested that it was in violation of the treaty and declared that it 

was all wrong. Ee thought that the Choctaw government would stop it 

then and there and as the work had gone so far he suppose it was to 

proceed. This morning a reporter for the Capital called on Geo Mans-

field, one of the attorneys for the Choctaw Nation, and asked for some 

information regarding the governor's intention in the matter, but he 

said that there was nothing more to it than that the Atoka agreement 

ratified by congress sought to be violated by that body and the governor 

of the Choctaw Ifetion wanted it lived up to. It is the principle more 

than the result that is involved. In the meantime the Choctaw towns 

can wait. 


