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Sensibly feeling the great responsibility 
that rests upon your Honorable Commission, and 
believing that you fully realize the threatening 
conditions of our Indian Government, and after 
being solicited, I tender you my views on the 
coal interests of the Choctaw Nation. In doing 
so, I desire to give briefly a partial history of 
the developments of the coal interests in this Nation. 
In the year of 1866 I came among you, and in 1872 
became one of your citizens by intermarriage. 

I found that in framing the present constitution, 
the members of the constitutional convention realize 
that the provisions of the previous constitution as 
to coal and other minerals was totally inadequate 
and insufficient; and in their wisdom they extended 
the quarter of a mile limit to one mile from the 



place of discovery, (giving special rights to the 
former settler), thereby giving the discoverer 
positive assurance that he would have sufficient 
latitude to operate the same. In 1870, with the 
constitution, laws ana usages, as a basis, I began, 
in a poor and crude way to endeavor to attract the 
attention of citizens who had means, to investigate 
the quantity and quality of the coal in this 
immediate vicinity, as a natural sequence our 
people took hold of this matter slowly, but with 
pick and shovel, and labor with my own hands, I 
took from the ground coal, put it in barrels, 
hauled it to Vinita, end shipped it to the officials 
of the M. K. T. Ry. Co, This was the first coal 
ever exported from this country. Soon after this, 
Capt. James E. Reynolds, an intermarried citizen, 
and Joshua Fusley, a citizen by blood, made the 
first leases, which were with the Osage Coal and 
Mining Co., said leases being approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior. They were filed under 
the present constitution, which had been framed by 
the citizens of this country, and submitted to, voted 
upon, and ratified by all the people, and thereby 



became the supreme law of the land. Under the 
leases and the law at that time nothing went to 
the Nation, but one cent per bushel went to the 
discoverer, which in time grew unsatisfactory 
with some of our people» 

Hon. Wm. Bryant was our Chief and Col. Dave 
Harkins was National Agent. Mr. Earkins contended 
that the royalties arising from the coal mines should 
go into the treasury of the nation, and brought suit 
for the same. The case was st3̂ 1ed Dave Harkins. 
National Agent vs Margaret Pusley et al. She was 
the widow and legal representative of Joshua Pusley 
then deceased. Capt. J. S. Stanley and Col. J. P. 
Folsom represented the Nation; and the defendants 
were represented by Messrs. Ford, Thompson and 
LeFlore. The trial was had before a jury of Indians 
at old Perryville. Every inch was hotly contested, 
and was decided in favor of Mrs. Pusley. An appeal 
was taken by the Nation to its Supreme Court, and there 
it was again, decided in her favor by that court, 
Chief Justice Everidge presiding. Soon after this 
suit was instituted, Governor Bryant*s term of office 
expired, and Governor Cole succeeded him, and was the 



chief executive when it was terminated. In order to 
allay the friction existing between the National Agent 
and the owner of the mines, an adjustment of the 
matter was agreed to in which the discoverer was to 
receive 1/2 cent per bushel on all coal mined and the 
Nation the same amount on all exported, the discoverer 
having absolute ownership and control of the mines. 
That was accepted as satisfactory among all the 
people, and our schools and government were fostered 
by this new means of revenue. We adjusted ourselves 
to the situation, resting supremely on the vested 
rights of the constitution, customs and laws of the 
Nation and the laws of the United States government* 
I with a number of other fellow citizens of this 
country have taken hold and spent time and money in 
developing the coal industry here. 

Notwithstanding Alabama and other states 
have been working convict labor in the mines at eleven 
cents per day, and are threatening to some extent to 
paralyze this line of business in the Choctaw Nation, 
we have continued to spend monejr and means In develop-
ing and operating the mines, thereby proving a mutual 
benefit to the nation as well as other parties con-



* 

cerned; but it is apparent, and must be admitted, 
that in order to perpetuate this great benefit to our 
people, the royalties must be reduced to one half 
cent per bushel, so as to compete, in the markets, 
with companies of other States, Congress has approved 
lease after lease made by the individual, which 
approval has been upheld by our own courts, the 
United States courts and the Courts of Appeal; and 
if you attempt to ignore these leases, it must 
necessarily reflect upon the integrity of our own 
officials, the officials of the United States courts, 
and also the Secretary of the Interior who has approved 
them. 

Again, I will call your attention to the 
special council which approved the lease laws and the 
decisions of all the courts, and to the fact that a 
majority of the last council which created this Honorable 
Commission was in full sympathy with the present 
method of dealing with coal leases, and refused to 
repeal the law governing them. 

Citizens of the Choctaw Nation both by blood 
and intermarriage, who are as loyal to its government 
as those of any government under the sun, as well 



as non-citizens who have been invited here by the 
liberalties and inducements of our laws, and the 
resources of our country, have spent thousands and 
thousands of dollars in operating these mines and in 
machinery and other facilities for mining and trans-
porting coal to the markets of the country. They 
have spent their time and money in good faith, 
relying confidently upon the solemn sanctity of the 
supreme law of the land; and they should, in equity 
and good conscience, be permitted unmolested, to 
carry out the contracts they have made under that 
law. 

If they be not permitted to do this, then 
endless litigation must necessarily follow; for it 
would be the height of presumption to suppose for 
an instant, that these people who have risked their 
money, their means, and oftentimes their lives in 
developing these mines, when there was no certainty 
of reasonable returns, would sit quietly down with 
folded arms, and see their ALL taken from them by 
one swoop of a law of the Nation or a treaty with 
the United States. 

If this Commission is not retroactive, and 



you gentlemen take hold of this question, looking 
to the best interests of your people, both as to 
their person, and property rights, for the future, 

j 
a different scene will necessarily confront you and 
you are called upon to submit a wholesome solution 
to the problem, and then I apprehend the most diffi-
cult phase of the subject is reached when we come 
to consider the matter of allotment. We must despair 
of the solution of this problem, unless it be con-
ceded in the outset that some inequalities are bound 
to result. If our lands were of the ordinary uniformity 
of character and value generally obtaining in agri-
cultural states, absolute equality would still be 
impossible. Much of it, however, is so rugged and 
barren as either to be altogether uninhabitable or 
else incapable of sustaining a population. Parts 
of it, while adapted to grazing purposes, is untillable, 
Such portions as are, from these reasons, worthless 
might be rejected, and the rest so divided as to 
accomplish approximate equality. Both as to quantity 
and quality. 

But when our mineral or coal lands are taken 
into consideration, the case of equal division becomes 



hopeless. There would seem to be two methods only, of 
apportioning the coal interests that are feasible. 
The one is to sell the coal lands and distribute the 
proceeds; the other is to allot them the same as 
the other lands, under appropriate limitations and 
conditions. Let us briefly consider these two methods. 
Upon first glance, the former would doubtless appear 
to be the speediest and most equitable plan. And 
if it were a small estate to be divided, confined 
within narrow and exact limits, where proper values 
were obtainable, such contention might well be urged. 
Then the amount of the coal interests could be 
reasonably ascertained, and sold for proper value, 
and each distributee receive his pro rata. But 
such a thing, on the stupendous scale requisite to 
the enormous coal interests of this country is, on the 
face of it, impossible. As well undertake to measure 
and sell for real value the coral beds of the ocean. 
It would not be possible to correctly estimate the 
value of such mines as are in operation and penetrable 
to the effort of measurement. The only time when it 
may be correctly stated how much coal a mine contains 
is when it has been raised and weighed; and even then, 



it may be remarked, our Nation has found it necessary 
to employ coal weighers to protect itself from the 
coal companies. But a large proportion of our coal 
lands consists of coal of varying thickness and 
area which, while it has been discovered and located, 
and some of it leased, has not yet been actually 
worked. All attempts to estimate the value of such 
portions of our coal estate must be confided to the 
untrustworthy conjecture of engineers and experts 
employed for that purpose by these companies. It is 
hardly necessary to comment on the estimates we 
would get from those sources. Eow, then, could our 
people sell their coal lands for their value, when 
they do not know, and can never tell what those values 
are? 

But again. Suppose for sake of argument, the 
volume of our coal were susceptible of appropriate 
measurement, it is easy to see that its vast worth 
would render our poverty stricken people helpless to 
quicken a proper rivalry among bidders, and as a 
result, pools and combinations among syndicates and 
moneyed associations would paralyze competition and 
set the prices before the sales were announced. 



Big corporations would gobble up and become land-
lords over all our rich coal sections, for nominal 
prices. Those of our own people who occupy surface 
rights in such localities, would be speedily supplanted 
by the cheapest and lowest class of foreign labor, 
and driven, with their families, away from the 
places of their birth and life into distant com-
munities. 

These practical considerations, with others 
that might be enumerated, have led me to the belief 
that this disposition of our coal lands is unwise; 
neither would it in my judgment, be just for the more 
fortunate class obtaining their allotment from the 
coal lands to receive all the benefits arising from 
the coal, to the exclusion of their fellows; but that 
the better plan would be to allot the coal lands 
among our people in common with the other lands, 
leaving, undisturbed, the leases now in actual 
operation, but where the coal is undeveloped, let 
the allotte of the surface rights, have the absolute 
ownership and control of the lands, and receive one-
half of the royalties from the same, and the other 
half to go to the enrolled citizens and their des-



cendants in common. Such funds might he received 
by some authorized board, appointed by the Federal 
G-overnment, to be disbursed, either directly to the 
people, in the sSorm of annuities, say, or for the 
foundation and maintainance of schools, charitable 
institutions for the blind, helpless and insane, 
or in such other manner as wise judgment should 
direct. This, I believe, would be best for all, 
manifestly best for such allottees, and best for the 
other citizens. If onehalf the actual royalties 
were in this way paid directly to the people, if 
that should be deemed the wisest disbursement, they 
would receive more, in "the long run" than they 
would from a "lump" sale of the coal interests, and 
receive it in amounts and at times to do them infinitely 
more good. It is useless to palliate the profligate 
character of our people with reference to the use or 
proper appreciation of money. With money they are 
prodigal, indiscreet and weak. To sell their coal 
lands, pay them their portion of the proceeds, and 
one season of debauchery, of idle gratification, all 
would be gone with nothing left for the future. 
Aesop tells us of the man who had a goose which 



every day laid him a golden egg. Impatient to 
possess himself of all this treasure at once, one 
day he killed this constant source of wealth, and 
cut it open, and found only an ordinary goose. 
Do not let us at this late day repeat the folly 
illustrated nearly three centuries ago in this 
wise fable. 

The net distributions received from this mode 
of disposition, amounting to more than the proceeds 
of a sale of our coal interests, instead of being disbursed 
directly to the people, might, as suggested, if 
deemed best, be applied to the support cf schools 
and asylums, Contrast the benefits of this income, 
devoted to charitable and educational purposes among 
our people with the transitory gratification of 
receiving and "blowing in" their little all at once, 
and it makes the hearts of all true friends of our 
people, now in the last throes of existence as a 
race, glow with the hope for the betterment of their 
condition born of such a prospect. Heretofore our 
poor and helpless have had no depe ndence for assist-
ance and schooling save the coal royalties. These 
have not only supplied such useful purposes, but 



also the chief revenues for the expenses of our 
government, now about to be abrogated. Save and 
preserve, as can be done, this pillar of strength 
to them and thereby make them worthier than other-
wise they will be, of the new citizenship soon to 
be cast upon them, and more able to bear them 
themselves amidst the hurry and trample of the new 
civilization just dawning. Hold up their hands, and 
the happy childhood of future generations will rise 
up and called you blessed. 

It is true that by the allotment of the coal 
lands, some would receive shares disproportionate in 
value to others, but this as already shown, would 
not be to the detriment of their fellows. Even if 
so, better thes than that some German or English 
syndicate should reap an undue advantage. If there 
are to be any favorites of fortune, let them be 
among our own sons. By allotment of our coal lands 
among our citizens instead of selling them to foreign 
and non-resident syndicates you have increased, 
instead of diminished, the number of land-holders 
among our people. The importance of this result 
can scarcely be overestimated as its relates to their 



material prosperity. 
In all ages and among all nations, the 

sturdier, better element of people have been the 
landholding class. There is that about the 
dominion over the soil, that spirit of independence, 
of responsibility, of self-respect, of higher as-
piration, possibly for no other reason than that 
God made it so, which has ever been found to develop 
the best types of manhood. The Indian is peculiarly 
sensitive to these needs of moral sustenance in these 
eventful times, when his customs, his traditions and 
tenets are about to be swept from him. It is a 
trying hour to him. His feet are upon the slipping 
sand. His birthright sold, his little mess of 
pottage eaten, and soon, from a Nation existing under 
the autonomy of government, only the Nomadic bands, 
like those now to be found in states of Mississippi 
or Alabama, remain, homeless, shelterless, slipping 
silently along the rivers that once were his, every 
year more retreating and more a remnant, until at 
last no trace remains but a memory. 

There is involved this higher welfare of the 
Indian, and I make this appeal for him aside from 
the consideration of financial betterment. Gather 



up now, out of his "breaking ties, and weave into 
his character every integument of strength, of 
higher moral growth and development. Let him 
not be engulfed. Let him not vanish as a mist, living 
only in the traditions of men, — a Dead Nation. His 
survivors will in future generations stand for what 
he is now, and was. Let them not be as a broken, 
lifeless branch, a curio merely of withered antiquity, 
but rather, as it is possible, let them proclaim in an 

6L 1 
exalted, generous manhood, that the oborigines, 
those whom Columbus encountered when he set foot on 
the shores of the New World, contained those germs 
of character, capable, as illustrated in the immi-
grants from every country, of richest development in 
broad expansive America. 

AhI Bury us not in oblivion. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. J. McALESTER. 

McAlester, I. T. 
Dec. 1, 1896 



THE DAILY CAPITAL 
South McAlester, I. T. 
Thursday, Evening, Dec. 17, 1896 
Vol. 1, No. 108 
R. E. Stafford, Editor 

AN APPEAL OF J. J. MCALESTER 
TO GREEN McCURTAIN 

Sensibly feeling the great responsibility 
that rests upon your Honorable Commission, and 
believing that you fully realize the threatening 
conditions of our Indian Government, and after 
being solicited, I tender you my views on the 
coal interests of the Choctaw Nation. In doing 
so, I desire to give briefly a partial history of 
the developments of the coal interests in this Nation. 
In the year of 1866 I came among you, and in 1872 
became one of your citizens by intermarriage. 

I found that in framing the present constitution, 
the members of the constitutional convention realize 
that the provisions of the previous constitution as 
to coal and other minerals was totally inadequate 
and insufficient; and in their wisdom they extended 
the quarter of a mile limit to one mile from the 



place of discovery, (giving special rights to the 
former settler), thereby giving the discoverer 
positive assurance that he would have sufficient 
latitude to operate the same. In 1870, with the 
constitution, laws and usages, as a basis, I began, 
in a poor and crude way to endeavor to attract the 
attention of citizens who had means, to investigate 
the quantity and quality of the coal in this 
immediate vicinity, as a natural sequence our 
people took hold of this matter slowly, but with 
pick and shovel, and labor with my own hands, I 
took from the ground coal, put it in barrels, 
hauled it to Vinita, and shipped it to the officials 
of the K. K. T. Ry. Co, This was the first coal 
ever exported from this country. Soon after this, 
Capt. James E. Reynolds, an intermarried citizen, 
and Joshua Pusley, a citizen by blood, made the 
first leases, which were with the Osage Coal and 
Mining Co., said leases being approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior. They were filed under 
the present constitution, which had been framed by 
the citizens of this country, and submitted to, voted 
upon, and ratified by all the people, and thereby 



became the supreme law of the land. Under the 
leases and the law at that time nothing went to 
the Nation, but one cent per bushel went to the 
discoverer, which in time grew unsatisfactory 
with some of our people. 

Hon. Wm. Bryant was our Chief and Col. Dave 
Harkins was National Agent. Mr. Harkins contended 
that the royalties arising from the coal mines should 
go into the treasury of the nation, and brought suit 
for the same. The case was st3̂ 1ed Dave Harkins. 
National Agent vs Margaret Pusley et al. She was 
the widow and legal representative of Joshua Pusley 
then deceased. Capt. J. S. Stanley and Col. J. P. 
Folsom represented the Nation; and the defendants 
were represented by Messrs. Ford, Thompson and 
LeFlore. The trial was had before a jury of Indians 
at old Perryville. Every inch was hotly contested, 
and was decided in favor of Mrs. Pusley. An appeal 
was taken by the Nation to its Supreme Court, and there 
it was again, decided in her favor by that court, 
Chief Justice Everidge presiding. Soon after this 
suit was instituted, Governor Bryant*s term of office 
expired, and Governor Cole succeeded him, and was the 



chief executive when it was terminated. In order to 
allay the friction existing between the National Agent 
and the owner of the mines, an adjustment of the 
matter was agreed to in which the discoverer was to 
receive 1/2 cent per bushel on all coal mined and the 
Nation the same amount on all exported, the discoverer 
having absolute ownership and control of the mines. 
That was accepted as satisfactory among all the 
people, and our schools and government were fostered 
by this new means of revenue. We adjusted ourselves 
to the situation, resting supremely on the vested 
rights of the constitution, customs and laws of the 
Nation and the laws of the United States government, 
I with a number of other fellow citizens of this 
country have taken hold and spent time and money in 
developing the coal industry here. 

Notwithstanding Alabama and other states 
have been working convict labor in the mines at eleven 
cents per day, and are threatening to some extent to 
paralyze this line of business in the Choctaw Nation, 
we have continued to spend monejr and means in develop-
ing and operating the mines, thereby proving a mutual 
benefit to the nation as well as other parties con-



* 

cerned; but it is apparent, and must be admitted, 
that in order to perpetuate this great benefit to our 
people, the royalties must be reduced to one half 
cent per bushel, so as to compete, in the markets, 
with companies of other States, Congress has approved 
lease after lease made by the individual, which 
approval has been upheld by our own courts, the 
United States courts and the Courts of Appeal; and 
if you attempt to ignore these leases, it must 
necessarily reflect upon the integrity of our own 
officials, the officials of the United States courts, 
and also the Secretary of the Interior who has approved 
them. 

Again, I will call your attention to the 
special council which approved the lease laws and the 
decisions of all the courts, and to the fact that a 
majority of the last council which created this Honorable 
Commission was in full sympathy with the present 
method of dealing with coal leases, and refused to 
repeal the law governing them. 

Citizens of the Choctaw Nation both by blood 
and intermarriage, who are as loyal to its government 
as those of any government under the sun, as well 



as non-citizens who have been invited here by the 
liberalties and inducements of our laws, and the 
resources of our country, have spent thousands and 
thousands of dollars in operating these mines and in 
machinery and other facilities for mining and trans-
porting coal to the markets of the country. They 
have spent their time and money in good faith, 
relying confidently upon the solemn sanctity of the 
supreme law of the land; and they should, in equity 
and good conscience, be permitted unmolested, to 
carry out the contracts they have made under that 
law. 

If they be not permitted to do this, then 
endless litigation must necessarily follow; for it 
would be the height of presumption to suppose for 
an instant, that these people who have risked their 
money, their means, and oftentimes their lives in 
developing these mines, when there was no certainty 
of reasonable returns, would sit quietly down with 
folded arms, and see their ALL taken from them by 
one swoop of a law of the Nation or a treaty with 
the United States. 

If this Commission is not retroactive, and 



you gentlemen take hold of this question, looking 
to the best interests of your people, both as to 
their person, and property rights, for the future, 

j 
a different scene will necessarily confront you and 
you are called upon to submit a wholesome solution 
to the problem, and then I apprehend the most diffi-
cult phase of the subject is reached when we come 
to consider the matter of allotment. We must despair 
of the solution of this problem, unless it be con-
ceded in the outset that some inequalities are bound 
to result. If our lands were of the ordinary uniformity 
of character and value generally obtaining in agri-
cultural states, absolute equality would still be 
impossible. Much of it, however, is so rugged and 
barren as either to be altogether uninhabitable or 
else incapable of sustaining a population. Parts 
of it, while adapted to grazing purposes, is untillable, 
Such portions as are, from these reasons, worthless 
might be rejected, and the rest so divided as to 
accomplish approximate equality. Both as to quantity 
and quality. 

But when our mineral or coal lands are taken 
into consideration, the case of equal division becomes 



hopeless. There would seem to be two methods only, of 
apportioning the coal interests that are feasible. 
The one is to sell the coal lands and distribute the 
proceeds; the other is to allot them the same as 
the other lands, under appropriate limitations and 
conditions. Let us briefly consider these two methods. 
Upon first glance, the former would doubtless appear 
to be the speediest and most equitable plan. And 
if it were a small estate to be divided, confined 
within narrow and exact limits, where proper values 
were obtainable, such contention might well be urged. 
Then the amount of the coal interests could be 
reasonably ascertained, and sold for proper value, 
and each distributee receive his pro rata. But 
such a thing, on the stupendous scale requisite to 
the enormous coal interests of this country is, on the 
face of it, impossible. As well undertake to measure 
and sell for real value the coral beds of the ocean. 
It would not be possible to correctly estimate the 
value of such mines as are in operation and penetrable 
to the effort of measurement. The only time when it 
may be correctly stated how much coal a mine contains 
is when it has been raised and weighed; and even then, 



it may be remarked, our Nation has found it necessary 
to employ coal weighers to protect itself from the 
coal companies. But a large proportion of our coal 
lands consists of coal of varying thickness and 
area which, while it has been discovered and located, 
and some of it leased, has not yet been actually 
worked. All attempts to estimate the value of such 
portions of our coal estate must be confided to the 
untrustworthy conjecture of engineers and experts 
employed for that purpose by these companies. It is 
hardly necessary to comment on the estimates we 
would get from those sources. Eow, then, could our 
people sell their coal lands for their value, when 
they do not know, and can never tell what those values 
are? 

But again. Suppose for sake of argument, the 
volume of our coal were susceptible of appropriate 
measurement, it is easy to see that its vast worth 
would render our poverty stricken people helpless to 
quicken a proper rivalry among bidders, and as a 
result, pools and combinations among syndicates and 
moneyed associations would paralyze competition and 
set the prices before the sales were announced. 



Big corporations would gobble up and become land-
lords over all our rich coal sections, for nominal 
prices. Those of our own people who occupy surface 
rights in such localities, would be speedily supplanted 
by the cheapest and lowest class of foreign labor, 
and driven, with their families, away from the 
places of their birth and life into distant com-
munities. 

These practical considerations, with others 
that might be enumerated, have led me to the belief 
that this disposition of our coal lands is unwise; 
neither would it in my judgment, be just for the more 
fortunate class obtaining their allotment from the 
coal lands to receive all the benefits arising from 
the coal, to the exclusion of their fellows; but that 
the better plan would be to allot the coal lands 
among our people in common with the other lands, 
leaving, undisturbed, the leases now in actual 
operation, but where the coal is undeveloped, let 
the allotte of the surface rights, have the absolute 
ownership and control of the lands, and receive one-
half of the royalties from the same, and the other 
half to go to the enrolled citizens and their des-



cendants in common. Such funds might he received 
by some authorized board, appointed by the Federal 
G-overnment, to be disbursed, either directly to the 
people, in the sSorm of annuities, say, or for the 
foundation and maintainance of schools, charitable 
institutions for the blind, helpless and insane, 
or in such other manner as wise judgment should 
direct. This, I believe, would be best for all, 
manifestly best for such allottees, and best for the 
other citizens. If onehalf the actual royalties 
were in this way paid directly to the people, if 
that should be deemed the wisest disbursement, they 
would receive more, in "the long run" than they 
would from a "lump" sale of the coal interests, and 
receive it in amounts and at times to do them infinitely 
more good. It is useless to palliate the profligate 
character of our people with reference to the use or 
proper appreciation of money. With money they are 
prodigal, indiscreet and weak. To sell their coal 
lands, pay them their portion of the proceeds, and 
one season of debauchery, of idle gratification, all 
would be gone with nothing left for the future. 
Aesop tells us of the man who had a goose which 



every day laid him a golden egg. Impatient to 
possess himself of all this treasure at once, one 
day he killed this constant source of wealth, and 
cut it open, and found only an ordinary goose. 
Do not let us at this late day repeat the folly 
illustrated nearly three centuries ago in this 
wise fable. 

The net distributions received from this mode 
of disposition, amounting to more than the proceeds 
of a sale of our coal interests, instead of being disbursed 
directly to the people, might, as suggested, if 
deemed best, be applied to the support cf schools 
and asylums, Contrast the benefits of this income, 
devoted to charitable and educational purposes among 
our people with the transitory gratification of 
receiving and "blowing in" their little all at once, 
and it makes the hearts of all true friends of our 
people, now in the last throes of existence as a 
race, glow with the hope for the betterment of their 
condition born of such a prospect. Heretofore our 
poor and helpless have had no depe ndence for assist-
ance and schooling save the coal royalties. These 
have not only supplied such useful purposes, but 



also the chief revenues for the expenses of our 
government, now about to be abrogated. Save and 
preserve, as can be done, this pillar of strength 
to them and thereby make them worthier than other-
wise they will be, of the new citizenship soon to 
be cast upon them, and more able to bear them 
themselves amidst the hurry and trample of the new 
civilization just dawning. Hold up their hands, and 
the happy childhood of future generations will rise 
up and called you blessed. 

It is true that by the allotment of the coal 
lands, some would receive shares disproportionate in 
value to others, but this as already shown, would 
not be to the detriment of their fellows. Even if 
so, better thes than that some German or English 
syndicate should reap an undue advantage. If there 
are to be any favorites of fortune, let them be 
among our own sons. By allotment of our coal lands 
among our citizens instead of selling them to foreign 
and non-resident syndicates you have increased, 
instead of diminished, the number of land-holders 
among our people. The importance of this result 
can scarcely be overestimated as its relates to their 



material prosperity. 
In all ages and among all nations, the 

sturdier, better element of people have been the 
landholding class. There is that about the 
dominion over the soil, that spirit of independence, 
of responsibility, of self-respect, of higher as-
piration, possibly for no other reason than that 
God made it so, which has ever been found to develop 
the best types of manhood. The Indian is peculiarly 
sensitive to these needs of moral sustenance in these 
eventful times, when his customs, his traditions and 
tenets are about to be swept from him. It is a 
trying hour to him. His feet are upon the slipping 
sand. His birthright sold, his little mess of 
pottage eaten, and soon, from a Nation existing under 
the autonomy of government, only the Nomadic bands, 
like those now to be found in states of Mississippi 
or Alabama, remain, homeless, shelterless, slipping 
silently along the rivers that once were his, every 
year more retreating and more a remnant, until at 
last no trace remains but a memory. 

There is involved this higher welfare of the 
Indian, and I make this appeal for him aside from 
the consideration of financial betterment. Gather 



up now, out of his "breaking ties, and weave into 
his character every integument of strength, of 
higher moral growth and development. Let him 
not be engulfed. Let him not vanish as a mist, living 
only in the traditions of men, — a Dead Nation. His 
survivors will in future generations stand for what 
he is now, and was. Let them not be as a broken, 
lifeless branch, a curio merely of withered antiquity, 
but rather, as it is possible, let them proclaim in an 
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exalted, generous manhood, that the oborigines, 
those whom Columbus encountered when he set foot on 
the shores of the New World, contained those germs 
of character, capable, as illustrated in the immi-
grants from every country, of richest development in 
broad expansive America. 

AhI Bury us not in oblivion. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. J. MCALESTER. 

McAlester, I. T. 
Dec. 1, 1896 


