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Choctaw Nation. 
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TO THE HONORABLE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR: 

We, your memorialist, the General Council of the Choctaw 

Nation in regular session assembled, would respectfully represent 

unto your Department that a great and wrongful injury is being 
» 

done our people by allowing persons of doubtful citizenship 

status, such as those admitted to Choctaw citizenship by the 

United States courts and whose rights are denied and contested 

by the tr ibe, to exercise the rights of Choctaw citizenship. 

Instances of this imposition are found in'allowing per-

sons of doubtful citizenship status to enter our schools at the 

expense of the Choctaw tribe of Indians, thus participating in 
I 

the distribution of our common school fund prior to the f inal de-

termination of their citizenship rights. I f i t should develop by 

judicial determination or otherwise that these claimants, or 

court adjudged ci t izens, have no rights as Choctaw cit izens, there 

is no provision by which the money expended on their education 

could be recovered, and the tribe would be forced to the prose-

cution of a claim therefor, or sustain a heavy loss. 

Another source, from whence comes similar injustice, is 

the appointment of local trustees by the School Supervisor appoint-

ed by the Department, who i s necessarily unacquainted and inexpe-

rienced. These appointments, many of them, are very unsatisfac-

tory, f o r the reason that the appointees are not in every instance 

persons of undisputed citizenship status, and many others otherwise 

unqualified. 



Inasmuch as the citizenship rights of this class of 

claimants are being contested both before the Department and the 

courts and are, therefore, in l i t i ga t i on , we would suggest the 

propriety and necessity of holding their citizenship privi leges 

in abeyance until f inal determination of their rights and the 

questions pending. 

The law provides that the ro l l s of citizenship of the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes of Indians shall be approved by the 

Secretary of the Interior before becoming f i na l . And i t is our 

understanding that the Honorable Secretary of the Interior has 

held, and very properly, that his approval of the citizenship 

ro l ls is absolutely necessary to the f i na l i t y of said ro l l s . This 

being true, we would respectfully suggest the impropriety of ex-

tending to those whose rights are in l i t i ga t i on citizenship priv-

i leges before the f inal approval of the ro l l s with their names 

thereon, by the Honorable Secretary of the Interior. Therefore, 

Be i t Resolved by the General Council of the Choctaw Nation 
assembled, 

That we most respectfully request as a remedy to correct 

the ev i l s consequent to extending school or other citizenship 

privi leges to persons of doubtful status that the Honorable Sec-

retary of the inter ior issue an order precluding such doubtful 

citizens from the benefits of school or other privi leges of Choctaw 

citizenship until their rights have been f ina l l y adjudicated and 

the ro l l s approved as provided by law. We would also respectfully 

request that the school superintendent and supervisor in the 

Choctaw Nation be directed by the Honorable Secretary to allow the 

Choctaw school authorities^© select the pupils to attend the 

boarding and neighborhood schools, and that the same authorities 

be allcowed to select the several loca> trustees. 


