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I Special Volunteer Programs

a Provides broadened authority under the Special Volunteer Programs to supporting 
demonstrations and innovations, provide technical assistance, and promote other 
entrepreneurial activities. Eliminates specific authority for student community service 
and drug programs, which are covered under the broadened demonstration authority and 
under the National and Community Service Act.

Older American Volunteer Programs

a Renames the Older American Volunteer Programs as National Senior Volunteer 
Corps and the Retired Senior Volunteer Program as the Retired and Senior Volunteer 
Program (RSVP).

o Lowers eligibility age for participation in the RSVP program to 55.

a Clarifies that Foster Grandparents may work with children with special and 
exceptional needs in Head Start programs, schools, and day care centers.

a Provides for a new demonstration authority to enrich and strengthen older 
American volunteer programs across the country.

h Eliminates restrictions that limit the flexibility to administer the program.

a Increases the stipend for low-income Foster Grandparents and Senior 
Companions once over the next five years to account for inflation.

Administration

n Encourages relationships between ACTION and other federal agencies where 
ACTION volunteers might help further the purposes of other Federal programs.

a Authorizes a Center for Research and Training on Volunteerism to strengthen 
volunteer programs across the country.

a Provides a technical amendment to restore the crediting of VISTA service for 
federal pensions.
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