
corps, youthbuild programs, safe schools programs, programs for rural communities, 
programs to fight hunger, and current national service demonstration programs.

o Programs may be run by non-profit organizations, institutions of higher education, 
local governments, school districts, States, or federal agencies.

b Programs may not provide direct benefits to for-profit businesses, labor unions, or 
partisan political organizations, or use program assistance for religious activities. 
Programs must comply with restrictions on political activity in section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.

Selection

h Selection criteria include quality (based on criteria developed in consultation with 
experts in the field), innovation, sustainability, and replicability of programs.

a Past experience and management skills of program leadership, extent of building 
on existing programs, and recruitment from communities served and their involvement in 
program design, leadership and operation will also be taken into account.

h Programs serving communities of greatest need will receive special priority. These 
include communities designated as economically disadvantaged, environmentally 
distressed, adversely affected by reductions in defense spending, adversely affected by 
Federal land management practices, or areas of high unemployment. Fifty percent of 
assistance should be distributed to these areas, with a priority for recruitment from such 
areas.

Funding

a All participants will receive educational awards.

a To develop programs, one-year planning grants will be available. To support 
national service participants, three-year renewable grants will be available for program 
expansion or replication.

o Administrative costs will be limited to five percent of all grants other than 
planning grants.

a Programs must pay 15 percent of the stipend and health care benefits in cash and 
25 percent of other program costs receiving federal support. The 25 percent match may 
be in cash or in kind from any source other than programs funded under the National 
and Community Service or Domestic Volunteer Service Acts.

a Federal funds must supplement, not supplant, State and local dollars.
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