
SEPTEMBER 2 8 ,  1993

T O :  C H I E F  WILMA P .  M ANKIL LER 
CHER OKEE N A T I O N  
PO BOX 94 8  
TA H L E Q U A H  OK 7 4 4 6 5

RE:  S E I Z E D  LAND A T  FORT GRUBER

DEAR C H I E F  M A N K I L L E R ,

FOR THE P A S T  YEAR I HAVE BEEN W R I T I N G  S T A T E  AND FEDERA L O F F I C I A L S  
ABOUT S E I Z E D  LAND IN CHEROKEE COUNTY T H A T  WAS FORMERLY PART OF CAMP 
GRUBER. I HAVE W R I T T E N  L E T T E R S  TO TH E  FORMER P R E S I D E N T  BUSH AND 
P R E S I D E N T  C L I N T O N ,  T R I B A L  C O U N C IL  MEMBERS HAVE ALSO R E C E I V E D  C O P I E S  
OF MY L E T T E R .

RE SPONSES FROM THE CORPS OF E N G I N E E R S ,  B I A , AND OTHERS GENERALLY 
J U S T  F U R N I S H  A LEGA L D E S C R I P T I O N  OF TH E LAN D , AND T H A T  MY FATHER 
WAS P A I D  $ 9 0 0 . 0 0  FOR I T .  I HAVE ALWAYS KNOWN T H I S  I N F O R M A T I O N .  FROM 
THE SCANT I N F O R M A T IO N  TH A T  I HA VE,  NO T R I B A L  C O U N C I L  MEMBERS WERE 
REMOVED FROM THE AREA T H A T  WAS TAKEN FOR CAMP GRUBER. I MADE ONE 
RE QUES T T H A T  T H I S  MATTER BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE T R I B A L  C O U N C I L ,  BUT 
I HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE T H A T  I T  EVER WAS.

MY L E T T E R S  TO THE TWO P R E S I D E N T S  R EQ U ES TED  T H A T  TH E LAND BE G IV E N  
BACK TO T H E  OWNERS OR H E I R S  OF THE PEOPLE I T  WAS TA KEN FROM. THE 
LAND T O T A L S  ABOUT 3 0 , 0 0 0  TO 3 3 , 0 0 0  A C R E S ,  DEPENDING ON WHAT AGENCY 
YOU T A L K  T O .  I AM NOW AS KIN G TH E A S S I S T A N C E  OF THE CHEROKEE N A T I O N  
IN G E T T I N G  THE LAND RETURNED TO THE PEOPLE I T  WAS S E I Z E D  FROM. I 
HAVE A C Q U IR E D  A C O NSID E R AB LE  F I L E  OF L E T T E R S ,  NEWSPAPER C L I P P I N G S ,  
AND OTHER DATA R E LA T E D  TO T H I S  M A T T E R .  I WOULD BE GLAD TO SHARE ANY 
I N F O R M A T I O N  I HAVE WITH YOU.

ENCLOSED I S  A COPY OF THE L E T T E R  FROM TH E WASHINGTON B I A  O F F I C E .  
THE ANSWER FROM TH E MUSKOGEE B I A  O F F I C E  D I D  NOT ADDRESS ANY OF 
T H E S E  I S S U E S .

THANK YOU,
GERALD E .  S UMMERLIN

601 CAMPGROUND RD 
CABOT AR,  72 023


