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Do i n  f i n a l  a n d  m a i l

Emma M i t c h e l l , C h a i rpersonMendocino County Aboriginal 
Native

Ame r i c a n  E d c a t i o n  C e n te r ,  I n c .
P .  O . B ox  5 7 4

T a l m a g e ,  C a l i f o r n i a  9 5 4 8 1

D e a r  E m m a :

S o r r y  f o r  t he  b e l a t e d  r e s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  l e t t e r . I  am
v e r y  s o r r y  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e  I n d i an C e n t e r . T h e  C h e r o k e eNation does not have any kind of loan program for 

community
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  C h e r o k e e  N a t i o n .

Y ou m ay w ant to  try  the V anguard  Foundation  in  San
F r a n s i s c o  o r  t h e  T i d e d F o u n d a t i o n .  T h e y  h a v e  b o t h  ma d e
grants to Native communities. Also, D e n i s e  Q u i t a q u i t  u s e d
t o  w o rk  a t  t h e  I r a - H i t a  F o u n d a t i o n  i n  S a n  F r a n c i a c o . Y ou 

m ay w ant to  try  calling  her. W ritin g  

t o  A d a  D e e r  a b o u t  y o u r  s t a t u s  m a y  m a k e  y o u  f e e l
b e t t e r  b u t  I  d o u b t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  c h a n g e  a n y t h i n g .  A  c o m p l e x  

s e t  o f  f e d e ra l  s ta tu te s ,  r u le s  a n d  C o n g re s s io n a l  m a n d a te s  d ic ta te  w h e th e r

funds can be used for non-profit organizations or federally recognized tribes.

Emma, y o u  a l o n e  a r e  n o t  t o t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  k e e p i n g  
t h i s  

c e n t e r  g o i n g ;  

d o n ' t  f e e l  
s o  

b a d .  I f  i t  

is a directbenefit to the community, then there should be some sharedresponsibility for keeping it going.  You shouldn't beat yourself up becauseof something that should be kept alive by the entire community, not just Emma Mitchell.With regards to 

corruption among our own ranks. I think all of us "sixties" folks understood a long time ago that 
we

could not idealize our own people.  We have had severalhundred years of acculturation interdepence, love orresponsibility for their own people.Take care of yourself, gather seaweed, read, talk awalk near the beach and continue the struggle. You have totake care of yourself if you plan to help others.Warm wishes.

S i n c e r e l y ,


