2-22-3 Dearest

chief Mankiller, I know you probably have people to

read your mail but 1 hope you can take the time to read

this personally. 1 don"t know if you can help me or

not but here®s my story anyway. 1 have two daughters
in Bell Elerventary School in Stillwater, OK.

Our school i1s about 80% Cherokee Indian students. We

have a GREAT Indian principal, Jim Henson. He has

also chose to coach our 7th and 8th grade girls all Indian

Basketball team. He is qualified to do both.
Mr.

Before
Henson became our principal our school was for three

years "low performing”. Two years after he came our school

was " at risk”™. The motivation, love and great teaching

skills from our principal and teacher have taught our

children well. Our childrens test scores have doubled.

Every one has done their job well and are to be

congratulated. But we have two "white women'™ on our school

board that has tried and is trying to destroy our

principal and children. Our girls basketball team

has been ranked 3rd Iin the district due to Mr. Henson®s

coaching abilities. But now our "two white women"

has said Mr. Henson®"s can no longer coach our girls.

They have stripped away pride and confidence from them

and they feel humiliated and discriminated against. Mr.

Henson has the love and admiration from Bell children on

every grade level. They look up to him. We are afraid

for our school. Mr. Henson has brought our children
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